Page 1 of 1

Fred R Lantz

From: "Mike & Cindy Spaulding" <mikecyn@gwi.net>
To: "Fred R Lantz" <genquest@suscom-

Sent: Saturday, July 27, 2002 9:57 PM

Subject: RE: Patton Family

So good to hear from you. I imported a gedcom a while ago but I bet my husband can help us do it. Am
send the Frederick Patten info I found while visiting my daughter in Melrose. It's great you have email — I
can drop you info as I find it.

Cindy

Frederick William Patten b. 6-Dec-1869 Canning, NS (son of Benjamin) m ¢ 1898 Ella Jane Dawson b ¢ 1877 d.
29-Apr-1950, bur. Wyoming Cem. Melrose, MA. Frederick died 23-Jun-1945 Melrose, MA bur. Wyoming Cem.,
Melrose, MA. Assessor for the Town of Melrose, Spelled his name Patten. Resided at 54 Cottage St. Ella’s
obituary has that she had been a resident for over 50 years.

Children:

i. Viola J. Patten b. 1899 m. Ralph D. Souther d. bef. 1993 Viola died 19-Jun-1993 bur. Wyoming
Cem. Melrose, MA

ii. Helen G. Patten b. 6-Jan-1903 Melrose, MA m. Forrest J. Clark. Helen died 2-Jan-1989, bur.
Wyoming Cem., Melrose, MA Retired secretary for John Hancock Life Insurance Company.

i, Ralph D. Patten b. 1910 d. 27-Jan-1911. Bur Wyoming Cem. Melrose MA.

iv. Frederick Wilford Patten b. 2-Jan-1912, bur. Wyoming Cem., Melrose, MA. Resident of
Millinocket, ME, Worcester, MA and Brookline, MA at time of death.

| have copies of Ella and Helen's obits. from the Melrose Free Press. Neither of the girls had children.

7/27/2002



NEW ENGLAND HISTORYCATL & GENEALOGICAL

o o N
= : —e AIUAL & Al SOCIETY,
: “amy S i s8] 1886.] Soldiers in Wing Philip's War. 7
[ 2 (T ;'- REY ’ﬁ"':‘tf/; v SR 3
TP 1 3 Sl Ll S A ; ‘ ‘ S
wizig = o WS odir =33
i : A S
R N - id 3 ¥ 3
il 3§ 5 ; S W
: : ' L i3 SOLDIERS IN KING PHILIT'S WAR.
3
a
! k[ §'r Communicated by the Rev, Gronce M. Dopae, A, of East Doston, Mass,
; 13 [Continued from vol. xxxix. page 383.]
I ! - -
I 8 No. XIIL.
i =
i TIIE I\AI!RAUANSIC’FT CAMPAIGN TO THE CLOSE OF THE "GREAT
i : Swame” BarrLe,
Ny,
E oo ?"ﬂ" t"b}*
T a2 R e
g SVGENOR }
: & = I
AE = i S
<k ® 2 S kg R
R e § =8,
Si~l  § EE
0 =3 W oz (8
¥ § SRy )
328 & &
- ;_? ‘,' K] = -
o) I W
3 E" E!i 7
SEA l--|= he
o 3 N
o g e
3 § i
T, g v 25
o * ~
1) '

Tue above picture, representing the present appearance of the site

w“p o of the old “Swamp Fort” of the Nureagansetts, destroyed by the
t..':s: 'f,% ‘E' ) forces of the United ('ulnn'i.c"s.. :\I:l":::ll‘llll-.'-t‘tlﬁ, (lonnecticnt :111.[1 l'l.f'"
l.--1:_2, = ;’ mouth, December .l‘.l'lh, 1675, was publizhed ‘-'v\.'-.-r:fl years since in
s o a book ealled " Picturesque Rhode Ishid.”  Saving the changes
L3y S e ) incident upon the elearing amd cultivation of contiguous land, the
P 3 place could be easily identified as the battlefield, even if its location
"_'2 «¥2 were not put ]‘w_\':)lltl question by lr:u]n'inns and alzo by n-!'u_‘s hamul.
?'nf, *:‘ from time to time upon the place. It is now, as then, an “isknd of
S four or five acres,” surrounded by swampy land, overflowed exeept

in the dryest part of the year.  The island was eleared and plowed

CHA' ~s ], abont 1775, and at that time many bullets were found deeply hedded
RI'E'ST}. e in the large trees; quantities of charred corn were plowed up in
ey ditferent places, and it is said that Duteh spoons and Todian arrow-

heads, ete., have been found here at different times.  There is no
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monument to mark this site of one of the most brilliant victories in
A‘nwrnc:m‘w:lf'l':u-o. The place is now owned by the Hon. 1. G
(,'l:u'ku, (.;l _\\ est Kingston, R, 1., to whom and to John (. l’c-‘rr\'.
Exq., of Wakefield, R. I., I am indebted for confirmation of the
above facts. ’
The accompanyine map i i i
mpanying map is a section—slightly reduced—of the
l:l_r;:c map u! l{'lmdc Island, made from surveys under the direction
of 1. . Walling, Esq., and published by him in 1862, It takes
in the ,ll‘nc of march from Pettisquamseot (‘Tower-11ill) to the
Fort.  There is no " scale of miles” upon the large map, but by a
careful comparison of known distances, it appcur; that ;t is about
;“ml'(in llmlcs in a bhee li'nv, nearly west, from Tower-11ill to the l;:lttlc-
';:l,:, ,nrvl_\" t"ﬂ.;".i;t"eil,:‘,?ll:l]l;:"; 'l'flll.,. in direct .(:|iIII'H‘LtS, about ten miles.
y i tigher land, with frequent halts and
pmln_llvly mueh uncertain wandering and carcful scouting, consumed
the time ﬁ'«‘un five o'clock in the morning to about one ()’ZI'uvk l" \ll ;
and it is likely that in this roundabout march they made n'l;oixt,.
fifteen or sixteen miles, the distance reported. :
_ In the retreat, the Army probably followed back upon their morn-
ing track as far ag MeSparran 1111, and thenee to Wickford to their
quarters at Mr. Richard Smith'’s ' garrison-house, arvivine ther
about two o'clock in the morning, after a march of about cighte .
uu’h:s. as was reported at the time. g
I-tlnh([“ rlvsu!cncc of Ton. J. G. Clarke, proprictor of the ancient
J"i‘rol: i(;l:lll’;‘:r::'l"l‘:(l":l-hl:lllls.e nurt,h of it Tower-I1ill is the site of
garng seat | cttisquamscot.

1’1.:1»:1',\1:‘&1‘10.\'5 AND MARCH AGAINST THE NARRAGANSETTS.

‘:\'_Itqr their somewhat disastrous campaign of the autumn of
B;:i.t).(;nclli(- western parts of t'lnc colony of Massachusetts, the
I _I_L ' olonies, upon information that the hostile Indians with

wlip were retiring towards the south and to winter quarters
amongst tle: Narragansetts, determined to earry the war neainst this
powerful Erlhc, who for some time had shown themselves actively
huslllc: [he veteran troops were reealled and reorganized ; small
towns in various parts of the colonies were aarrisoned]. and Xl;l army
of one lhﬂ'l.l.‘:lm] men was equipped for a winter (‘:unpzli’"n ('icncm)l
Josiah Winslow, Governor of Plvmouth Colony \\313. a )'minll'll
commander-in-chiet’ of this Army ; Major Samuel ,’\ppl(-lonl tlo com-
u)mml the Massachusetts regiment, Major William Bradford that of
Plymouth, and .\l:njor. Robert Treat that of Conneeticut. \Vm: was
formally declared against the Narragansctts on November 2d, 1675,

"8 Mr. Smith, called Capt. ane

r 1 Mnj : rrite
Hluetice 1 1hie bt fjor hy contemporary writers, was a person of wide In-

v in conntry, wind helit in high esteem § i

n Tt o e 0 s : n all the colonies 3

;:‘Alxlll l‘:ll“l;nl llurnrul .\'ufnh. Seuior, \\‘Illl'l'illlle trem ** Gloster Shire” in lu‘;gl’xl\llll(l: n}lltf ‘i::‘sltl'k(l’
Flita Lirze tract of land, including the present town 6f Wickford, and there built the

fir=t Fuelish honse in Narraganse q i
gt hone in gansctt, und set up a trading station aud offered free entertain-

1886.] Soldiers in King Philip's War. 1
in the mecting of the Commissioners of the United Colonies held at
1Boston that day.

General Winslow, upon his appointment to the command of the
army in this expedition, rode to Boston for consultation with Gov.
foverctt and the Council. Thence on Thursday, December the
9th, he rode to Dedham, linving Benjamin Church as aid, and pro-
bably the gentlemen who constituted the Massachusetts part of his
staff or " guard,” consisting of the ministers, among whom was Mr.
Joseph Dudley, the surgeons, of whom the chief was Daniel Weld,
of Salem. I presume other general officers and nids went along
with him, of whom we find no mention. Commissary John Morse
was probably of this number. . The General assumed command
of tho Mnssachusetts forces drawn.up on Dedham Plain, and for-
mally delivered to him by Major General Denison of Massachu-
sctts, on Thursday, December 9th. This force consisted of six com-
panics of foot, numbering four hundred and sixty-five, besides Cap-
tain Prenticc’s troop of seventy-five. The full quota of Massachu-
setts was five hundred and twenty-seven soldiers, but there were
doubtless many others along as servants to the officers, scouts, ecamp-
followers, &c. To the soldiers a proclamation was made at this
time on the part of the Massachusetts Council, " that if they played
the man, took the Fort, & Drove the Enemy out of the Narragan-
sett Country, which was their great Seat, that they should have a
gratuity in land besides their wages.” On the same afternoon they
marched twenty-seven miles to Woodcock’s Garrison, now Attle-
boro’. In the evening of Friday, December 10th, they arrived at
Seckonk, where veesels with supplies were in waiting. And here
also Major Richard Smith was waiting their arrival with his vessel,
and took on board Capt. Mosely and his company, to eail direct to
his garrison-house at Wickford. Some others, it is likely, went
with them to arrange for quartering the troops, and Benjamin
Church wns sent to make ready for the General's coming. The rest
of the forces * ferried over the water to Providence,” and probably
formed n junction with the main part of the Plymouth regiment at
Providence, on Saturday, December 11th. From Mr. Dudiey’s
letter of the 15th, it will be seen that an account had been sent the
Council of their movements to the time of arriving at Pautuxet.
This letter is now lost from the files. In the evening of Sunday,
December 12th, the whole body advanced ®from Mr. Carpenter's,”
crossed the Pautuxet River and marched a long way into “ 'om-
ham's Country,” now Warwick, R. I.; but from the unskilfulness
of their Warwick scouts (probably Englishmen, for if they had
been Indians their failure would have been deemed treachery), their
purpose of capturing Pomham and his people was defeated, and

after n whole night spent in weary marching about, they arrived
at Mr. Smith's garrison-house at Wickford on the 13th, and found
their vessels from Seekonk already arrived. Capt. Mosely’s com-
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Battle of Lake Erie on September 10, 1813; it was after this
victory that he informed General William H. Harrison, “We
have met the enemy and they are ours.” He died of yellow fever
in Port of Spain, Trinidad and was originally buried there. A
few years later, after a Congressional Resolution, his body was
returned to Newport and reinterred in Island Cemetery. Com-
modore Matthew Perry spent the War of 1812 blockaded by
the British in New London harbor. His days of glory came in
18538-54 when he presided over the “opening” of Japan: a care-
fully orchestrated display of naval strength led to the con-
clusion of a treaty opening two Japanese ports to American
trade under improved conditions.

Another naval monument stands by the grave of Capt.
Mathias Marin (d. 1895) : it consists of a huge stone book next
to an immense marble anchor. Further down the drive is the
large and elaborate tomb of August Belmont (1816-90) , one
of the legendary leaders of New York and Newport society. It
is surrounded by lesser graves of the Belmont and Perry
families: Belmont's social position was cemented by his
marriage to the daughter of Matthew Perry. A short distance
away, the seated bronze figure of August Belmont regards the
scene, holding his chin with a pensive, paterfamilias expres-
sion. The most striking of all the monuments in Island Ceme-
tery is a pre-Raphaelite angel in faded pink marble at the
tomb of Annamaria Smith, executed by Augustus Saint-
Gaudens in 1886.

The Jewish Cemetery. [230] Head of Touro Street, at Belle-
vue Avenue. Kept locked, unfortunately. Most of it can be
seen from outside the fence.

Newport had one of the first Jewish colonies in America when
fifteen families of Jews arrived from Holland in 1658. The

1986

Newport RHODE ISLAND

land for thisf sTnal] cemetery was purchased in 1677; the earliest
stones remaining date from the eighteenth century. The ceme-
tery is very well kept and most attractive. The stones are in-
scribed in numerous languages, reflecting the varied origins of
Newpqrt's Jewish setilers; here one can admire the extraordi-
nary sight of an eighteenth-century slate stone, decorated
wu_h an angel in the most classical New England style, in-
scribed with Hebrew characters. There is a poem by L'on -
fellow entitled, “The Jewish Cemetery at Newport.” i
How strange it seems! These Hebrews in taeir graves
Close by the street of this fair seaport town ]
Silent beside the never-silent waves, ,
Atrest in all this moving up and down!

The very names recorded here are strange,
Of Foreign accent, and of different climes;

Alvares and Rivera interchange ,
With Abraham and Jacob of old times.

Tripity Churchyard. [231] At the corner of Church and
Spring Streets.

In any town lacking Newport's wealth of cemeteries, the fine
stones of this churchyard would make it better know,n. There
is a large number of ledger stones, laid flat in the ground, as
Is more common with burials inside churches; many of th,esé
are beautifully carved. Note the adjacent stones of John
Gidley, his son, and their respective ﬁives: the son died in
174?, ae. 44, “having received the fated Citation for Death by
a vxf)lent Explosion of Gun-Powder eleven Days before He
Expired.” Most elaborate of all is the spendid stone in the
southeast corner, “Erected by George Gibbs, Merchant” for his
Amiable Consort, Susannah, d. 1767 ae. 29. |
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Charles Bardin (d. 1778): it bears the only direct represen-
tation of God on a gravestone in New England. God is shown
amid the clouds, with arms outstretched, in an approximate
imitation of Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling. Also in this
vicinity is an undecorated slate stone inscribed as follows:
“The human form respected for its honesty, and known 53
years by the appellation CHRISTOPHER ELLERY, began to
dissolve in the month of February 1789.”

Near the entrance, with an emblem of an anchor crossed
with oars, is a granite memorial to Ida Lewis (d. 1911), “the
grace darling of America / Keeper of Lime Rock Lighthouse /
Newport Harbor / Erected by her many kind friends.” At the
north end of the cemetery, under the cherry trees, are the
graves of eighteenth-century Negro slaves. The slate markers
are somewhat smaller than usual; several are beautifully
carved.

Governors’ Graveyard. [228] On Farewell Street, opposite
Mumford School.

A small, shallow plot which nevertheless contains the graves of
seven of Rhode Island's colonial governors. There is just
enough here to invite a brief stop.

Island Cemetery. [229] On Warner Street, adjacent to the
Common Burying Ground.

On the other side of the fence from the Common Burying

Ground lies, as cemeteries go, another world. The Island

Cemetery is a grand nineteenth-century foundation contain-

ing heroes’ graves and splendid monuments, ed "
The two great heroes are of course the brothers Oliver ' -

Hazard Perry (1785-1819) and Matthew Calbraith Perry ' ! “‘

194 WESTERLY

(1794-1858) . Commodore Oliver Perry was the victor of the

e >




Pt e

A AR A

»5- B

RHODE ISLAND Little Compton

week. It left behind an isolated, L.hough not an all;:ld(.mii:
cemetery: burials continued here into the 1880's. 1?1?n .
mains today an interesting asrsorlmem_of old stones
partially walled, charmingly secluded setting.

LITTLE COMPTON

Old Burying Ground. [225] In Little Compton Commons, at
the center of the village.

An attractive old cemetery with some exception;{lly !mclt::surng
stones. A table stone marks the gruve_of l?cn]amfl} (_..1':.,1:(.11
(1639-1718) , a famous Indian leghler in 'ng I"hd'lp; !;t”
Church was a leader of the colonial force:s.u? the Clvrein f“ﬁo“l,_
Fight (1675) and was responsible for Philip’s d}eat‘l l(;epr?sci”“
ing year. Elisabeth Pabodie, the dailxghter of. Jo 1F1 dr".l. g
Alden, is buried beneath a granite obelisk Lontdlanb o5
original gravestone; the more recent monument recognizes
as the first white woman born in New Englund.. KT
Fven more famous are the stones of .Mr. Simeon P{d :lnelrt
wives. They are among the Palmer family graves, towfv'ar( I::_
north side of the cemetery, on a line from lh‘e Pabodie !I1101‘1
ment to the town hall. Here lie “Lidia the ‘Nl‘f{: of Mr, Sl‘nlu.lu‘n
Palmer,” d. 1754 ae. 35, and “Elizabeth w.ho Should h-;w,c ;l.(:I'I
the Wife of Mr. Simeon Palmer,” d. 1776 ae. f.ifi. A t.}l.c of re-
morse and of unrequited love—no doubt. But its precnae_mlcr-
pretation is changed somewhat by the fact that, accordm'g[ lO‘
town records, Elizabeth was legally wedded to Mr. Palmer after

Lidia's death.

192
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Arnold Burying Ground. [226] Beside the house at 70 Pel-
ham Street.

The Arnold family cemetery, established in 1677, was 2 model
restoration project of twenty-five years ago. It contains a small
but unusually fine collection of seventeenth-century stones.
Buried here is Governor Benedict Arnold—not the traitorous

general, but the man who served as colonial governor of Rhode
Island in the 1660's and 70's.

Common Burying Ground. [227] On Farewell Street, at the
corner of Warner Street.

The large and crowded Common Burying Ground in Newport
has one of the best collections of fine eighteenth-century
stonecutting to be found in New England. The land was given
to the City of Newport in 1640, originally as a burial place for
strangers. It contains today some three thousand stones and an
unknown number of graves.

The impressive older section lies up the hill from the
entrance, toward the Island Cemetery which lies on the other
side of the fence. The riches of artistry and design to be found
here are in large part due to the work of four men: a grand-
father, father, and son all named John Stevens, and one John
Bull. All these men worked in Newport; John Stevens 111 and
John Bull were contemporaries and customarily signed their
work. The two most spectacular single pieces are thus readily
identified as the work of John Bull. One is a multiple head-
stone for the six sons and daughters of William Langley, all of
whom died in infancy between 1771 and 1785: it is easily
found in the high grass because of its great horizontal length.
The other, near the central path up the hill, is the stone of

193
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East Greenwich

RHODE ISLAND

governments. The established government, under Governor Samuel
King, began to arrest Dorr’s followers. Planning his resistance, Dorr
arranged to meet in Chepachet with five hundred armed supporters:
only fifty appeared, and Dorr withdrew. Thereupon took place the
one battle of the Dorr War. Governor King, to demonstrate his
mastery of the field, sent his regulars to storm Acote Hill. One cow
was killed in the skirmish. Dorr was imprisoned for one year. The
final victory was his, however, as a legitimate constitutional conven-
tion met later in 1842 to draw up the modern State Constitution of
Rhode Island.

EAST GREENWICH

Old Baptist Burial Ground. [222] At the end of Wine Street.
Wine Street runs eastward from Main Street (Route 1), but
does not come through onto Main Strect. It lies in between
King and Division Streets, and may be reached via either of
these streets.

A small graveyard, half-forgotten, hard to find; and it must be
admitted, there is not a great deal to see when you get there.
But it is a pleasant, secluded spot, and there is a certain
pleasure in visiting a cemetery which lies in the center of the
village but is unknown to most residents.

The modest grounds are well kept. There remain only a
handful of stones, but among these are some beautiful items.
In the far corner, overgrown with honeysuckle, is an interest-
ing stone for Mr. Russel Greene, “who was drowned in passing
Narragansett Ferry . . . (1768) —His Body was not found.”

190
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Jamestown, Kingston RHODE ISLAND

JAMESTOWN

Old Friends' Burial Ground. [228] On Eldred Avenue
(Route 138), 14 mile west of North Main Road. The more
recent Cedar Cemetery is adjacent to the east.

This small plot surrounded by a stone wall is a relic of the
da.ys when Jamestown had a large Quaker population. It con-
tains the graves of many early settlers and Revolutionary
soldiers. Most interesting among these is the grave of Capt
John Eldred, d. 1784 ae. 72. N

During the Revolutionary War Eldred set up his famous One-Gun
!5a.ll.cry on the eastern side of Coanicut Island and took potshots at
British vessels sailing into Narragansett Bay. Eldred m:inugcd‘ to
fn:tkc such a nuisance of his one cannon that the British sent a land-
.11'1g party to silence what they presumed was an artillery compan

I'hey found Eldred’s gun and spiked it. R

Stepping-stones set into the wall at the back lead to the even
sma'llcr cemetery of the Hazard family, interesting not so much
for its stones as for its charming size and setting.

KINGSTON

“.Thc Platform.” [224] In the Town of North Kingstown, on
Shermantown Road, 74 mile west of combined Routes | ’;md
[38. Access to the cemetery is by a grassy lane through the
\\"(mds: the start of the lane is marked by a sign on the -suull;
side of Shermantown Road. |

I'he cemetery known today as “The Platform” was originally
the churchyard of St. Paul's Church, on this site. St. Paul's
was erected here in 1707; in 1800 it was moved to Wickford
(see below), a distance of some 514 miles, in the space of a
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y Index 1-3
(st hrsmah R Litrary, ]
Hale
Eleanor L. 389 James W. 389 Gertrude 389
Hall

Anthony H. 327 Benjamin 376 Catherine S. 378 Christopher W. 327

David 327 Edward 375 1liza V. 378 KElizabeth B. 327 Darius 375

Freeman 307 George 375 Hannsh 375-378 Hannah T. 378 Harriet A. 375

Hermon 229 Gardner 378 1Isaac D. 375 Jane 375-378 Lillian 378 Lucinda M. 307
Martha 375 Mary 25-375 Mary A. 375-229 Mary A. C. 375 Nancy 375

Marcy K. 327 Phebe 327-375 Parker 375-378 Hobert D, 375 Ruth C. 375 Sarah 24
Thomas 327-375 Waite 378

Hallowell
George A. 157 Martha 157

Hamilton
Elizabeth 300 George W. 85 Maryetta E. 85

Hammett

Alexander R. 31 Almira 31 Clorinda 335 Eunice L. 31
John 321-335 Phebe A. L. 31

Hammond
Abba 279 Amos 75-78 Alice 259 Alice T. 259 Azubah 201
Celia 29-279 tdward 75 ilizabeth 77 Emily 78 Esther 102-259
Eveline S. 279 bkzekiel 173 Freelove 78 George 259 Henry Rr. 279
John 279 Joseph 29-78-259 Martha 279 Lucia 173 Nancy 78
Nathan 75-77 Mary 29 liehitable 75-77 Olive 75-77 Reuben 279
Rachel 259 HRebecca 259 Sally 78 Sarah E. 279 Susan 78
Susanna M. 29 Urius 78 William 29-75-78-259 William A. 78

Handy
Annie B. 361 Avis 31 Lbenezer 31 Luther 361 Nancy B. 361
Hardon
Deborah 187 Richard 187 Maria 232
Hardy
Lydia A. 151
Harkness
Dsniel 350 Eliza 350 Esther 12 George F. 350 Phebe A. 350
' Harndell
Elisha P, 336 Everet W. 336 Susan M. 336
: Harrington

Addison M. 125 Angeline 319 Alva J. 309 Abby R. 308

Cordelia M. 394 Edwin L. 309 Eliza A. 309 Elma A. 309 Elma S. 309

Emeline M. 69 Eohraim B. 394 Eunive 309 Eunice C. 308

George T. 342 Horace 342 Ida E. 342 Ida S. 308 Job 394

Josiah V. 308 Lucinda 308 Maria 3h2 Martha 394 Oscar B. 308

Pardon S. 349 Peter 3L9lhebe 349 Reuben 308  Sarah 125  Samuel 09

V.P. 309 Waity M. 342 Wheaton 308 William 309 William O, 308 W. L. 309

William J. 309

— Harris
Abby 208 Abby N. 314 Abner 313 Abigail 313 Albert 307 Albert W. 72
Almira 313 Alexander 242 Alonzo 120 Alpha 14,7-149 Amey L7-303 Amey C. 313
Amey W. 11 Amaziah 196 Andrew 2-111-272 Ann E, 72 Annie L. 72
Ardelia 313 Arnold 242 Arnold M. 242 Arnold A. 73 Asahel 72 Asahel H. 72
Asa 67 Barness 99 Betsey A. 120 Betsey 313 Byron D. 94 Caroline F. 72-155
Caroline W. 94 Charles 11-47 Charles K. 155 Charles N. 242 Catherine 94
Catherine G. 94 Christopher 111 Christopher 237 Clara W. 72 C. Teresa 94
Daniel 117 David 313 David J. 313 David G. 313 Dexter W. 242 Edith E. 313
Edwin C. 313 Ella E. ele Ethel I; 313 Emor 313 Elnathan 111 Elias M. 149
Elton E, 120 Eliza 185 Ellen 72

31



Hall~- Abijah 48 ilbert U8B Albert A. 35 A. Josephine
Caleb 39-4& Chloe L6 Cinderilla t. 111 Sessie
Elizabeth 39-48 wlvara 111 Lugene 35 S. wstta
Ceorge 111 George C. 111 Hannah 48 Isaac 79
Jennie 35 Lyman 30 HMarion J. 35 Martha L8 Ma
Mary A, 30 Mary k. 30-111 Meribah 48 Nancy L8
Patience 48 Fhebe 39 !reserved 48 ithoda L8
Robert 4,8 Roydon W. 35 Thurston 48 Jusan M. 7
Willie 35 William LE-111 Zilpha 48

Hagadorn@ John 29

Hambly-  ideline P. T. 16 &lbort . 16 amanda 16 Benja
Charles 16 Charles 4. 16 iLliza H. C. 16 wsllen
plizabeth A. 16 wlizabeth 0, 16 George W. 16
John Be 16 HMary 16 Hary J. C. 16 Clive J, 16
Peace 16 Squite l. 16

Hamilton- vetsey 60 Frederick 60 SGarah M. 60

Hammond- Abby F. 79 ©lizabeth 79 Gardiner 8. 79 Georgi
Leraetta 79 Jue k. €0 ‘Iryphenia 79 Wallace S.

Hampson- rfrances 45 Irances k. 5 Thomas 4% William LS

Handy- Hannah P. 9 villiam 9

Hardman- George W. 119

Harley- Isabel 31 S. llebecca 31 duth i, 31 Solomon S.

Harrington- Annie £. S. 110 Charles d. 110 wmara 21 =Xzra
Hulda 21 Jane k. 2) John &9 Nehemiah i. 106
ratience 106  duth 89 uth $. 89 walter L. 21

Harris-  Abigail 101 Amy 70 Andrew 23 Asha U} Charles
zvenezer B. 9 .lisha & wlizabeth 6. 70 =ver
Javid 101 Gilbert 74 James 87 James 5. 28 Jo
Jonathan 70 J .ackes 74 Josevhine L. 23 liamy
Lydia 23 Martha 23 llary 23-24-87 lary w. 98
dehitable 23 dancy 74 Urman 74 dobert 1 utow
sarah Ao 23 Larah T. 66 Cteohen 101 waitie F.

Hart- Charlzs Z. 95 :hilip 103 debecca 103 Susan A.

Harvey-  Anna 60

Hattan- dilson 113

Hathaway~ Alcy 112 Anstis 112 ocnstrus 112 Jetsey 112w
sdwin . 112 Ceorge 1. 112 hannah V, 112 hatt
Henry r. 72 Harrict a. 112 Jderemiah 112 cohn
Lydia 112  carpavel oo 12 dary 1120 Nary be 112
Minnie 112 Hancy 112 Wathan 112 Nathan w. 112
Susan A. 112 UJusan . 112 William H. 72 Willi

Haven- Fanny D. 96

Havens- Anner Li Daniel i ieribah L8 Jobert 48 willia

Hawkins or Hawkings- Alice 91 Barnet 91 denini 91 Lydia

Index 5§ =10

35
35
35

tilda L8

9

min 16
ko 16
John 16

ana M. 79
80
#illiam w. L5

31
Ao 21
¢, ii. 106

2l
lina 74
hn 70
101

ena 74
23

8
&5

lla C. 112

ie . 112

118 Lucinda 112
Yary n. 112
Sarah K, 112

am J. 112

m e ]J
h. B8

= Katherine 9% iartha 52 tcorge 52 Job 9%  Camuel 91

Carah $2-91  Thomas .
ilayward=  Dellverance 92

Hazard- Alice 116 Almira s. 116 Amey 1ll4=-116 Detsey e 110

Charles S. 116 buty J. 116 bknoch 25 Ueorge e
lerriet 14 darriet M. 14 James M. 116 Jason i

11
. 116

Jeffrey 114 John 1l .ohn &. 116 iMartha J. 116

Mary 116-25 dary 4. 1, datt 116 obert 116

william 14

Sabra G. 116 Thomas J. 11y Thomas 1. 116 willard 114

Helme- Abby A. 33 inn &, X. 33 John 3. 33 :owell 33

Henry- Emma I. 12 reston Le 19 william A, 19

Henshaw- Anna 36 Anna FF. 36 Charles 36 Frecléve 36

iicks- Emma Go LY 5. PFrank 119 John 17 John M. 119
Lydia W. 17 Susan 0, 119

ouamuel Be 33

John . 17



6:101
#970 RI  Wight Cemet vy Old Tunk Hill 1d Scituate

Benjamin Wight d May L2 L.02
Mary vight his wife (field stone)
Samuel Wight their son b June 13 1752 d Nov 24 1834
His wife (marker illegible)
He was a Rev. pensioner
Joseph Wight s/0 samuel d Feb 19 0634 ae 57-4-T7
Polly viight his wife d Mar 3: 1841 ae &1 Giyo
John Wight d Sept 23 .80t ae 85-6-3 )
Mary Fiske his wife 4 Oct 8§ €CC ae 81
(John and kary were married May 2 .746. Their son Joan d Aug 31 17V0. | -
He married Susannah lLuther s c/o Consider and De.iverance (Herendeen'
Luther. They haa 3 ch: De.iverance, lucy and John,
Susannah (Luther) Wight, widow of John Wigh: mar 2nd Col Israsl Angel!
Mrs. Susannah Angell 2nd wife of Col. Israe’ Angel d Hay 17 1824

ae 59-2-17

Pes
-

#9T. RI Taylor Cemetery on Burnt Hill, Scituate

Capt Solomon Taylor b Jeb 13 1766 d Feb 11 1625
Sarah rotter his wife and d/o Rob:rt and Sarah (Ralph) Potter
b Feb 5 1767 d Jury .0 1836
Samuel Potter Taylor b Juiy i3 1792 d Jume 7 1843
Penelo_e % Knight his wife and d/0 Geo a d Nercy (Sto.e) Knight
b Feb 26 1768 4 Jan 12 1¢64
Harriet M Hathaway wife of Samue. H Taylor and d/o Siias & Harriet
Hatha.ay of Crgnston, b Oct /2 1844 4 rKeb 22 1898
Harrison C Taylor her son d Jan 2% L867 ac 2y 6m -
Sarah A Knight d/o Charlss D and Sar:. Knight d Jan 14 1566
ae 4-10-27
Charles L. Fiske b Sept 22 1836 4 Sept L9 1906
Lurana X Fisze his wiie b Dec 4 1837 4 Sept 19 1818

#3972 21 Stor.e Cemetery Jordan larm, Road to Coventry

J.Knight d. 1818 5 other field stones

Dea, Henry Stone d Aug 1 1c38 in 69th year

Lydia Blackmar his wife d Dec 24 .839 ae 68-6-9

Clarissa d/o0 Dey Henry Sto-e d Mar 182L im:9th yrar

George Stone d Dec L 136Y% in Tita year

Mary Carpent r his wife and d/o0 Jos:ph and :sth 'r Carpeater
d Sept L8 1828 ae 43

Mrs. Mahala Mason 2nd wife of Geo Stone d Jan 6 186Y in TT7th

Almy Stoge s/o Henry B and Louisa (Jonrnson) Sto-e d Aug 21 1837
ae 6-1-2

Charles Stone 4 Dec 1 865 in T8th year

Records by Nelilie Brownell rott 'r of Scituat , RI

BRI GO S Y L
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Only those titles for which abbreviations are used in this
volume are listed. This is not a complete list of serials searched or cited.

BN
BrAlumMo
BT}

CHSN
JHSB
NEM

NG

NH

NHM
NHR
NHSB
PBTJ

PJC

PM

PM]

PR

Rler

RIH
RIHM
RIHSC
RIHSPr
RIHSPubs
RIJHN
RIM]J

RIY
WHSR
WRICHSH
WRICHSP

Book Notes

Brown Alumni Monthly

Board of Trade Journal (Providence)

Cranston Historical Society, Newsletter

Jamestown Historical Society, Bulletin

New England Magazine

Preservation Society of Newport County, Newport Gazette
Newport History

Newport Historical Magazine

Narragansett Historical Register

Newport Historical Society, Bulletin

Providence Board of Trade, Journal

Providence Journal of Commerce

Providence Magazine

Providence Medical Journal

Pettaquamscutt Historical Society, Pettaquamscutt Reporter
Rhode Islander (Sunday magazine, Providence Journal)
Rhode Island History

Rhode Island Historical Magazine

Rhode Island Historical Society, Collections

Rhode Island Historical Society, Proceedings

Rhode Island Historical Society, Publications

Rhode Island Jewish Historical Notes

Rhode Island Medical Journal

Rhode Island Yearbook

Westerly Historical Society, Records

Western Rhode Island Civic Historical Society, Hinterlander
Western Rhode Island Civic Historical Society, Proceedings

Xxxi



Location Symbols

+ Listings in the National Union Catalog for books and
pamphlets marked with this symbol may include additional library locations.

DLC

M
MBNEH
MH
MWA

R

RBr
RBrHi
RBuH
RCe
RCo
RCr
REaG
RFo

RGI

RHi

RJa

RJo

RLit
RMi
RNHi
RNR
RNW
RNW-Hi
RNeS
RNoK
RNoP
RP
RP-Harrington
RP-K
RPB
RPB-ASKB
RPC
RPD
RPD-H

RP]

Library of Congress, Washington

Massachusetts State Library, Boston

New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston

Harvard University Libraries, Cambridge, Mass.

American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass.

Rhode Island State Library, Providence

Rogers Free Library, Bristol

Bristol Historical and Preservation Society

Jesse M. Smith Memorial Library, Harrisville (Burrillville)
Central Falls Public Library

Coventry Public Library

William H. Hall Free Library, Cranston

East Greenwich Free Library

Foster Public Library

Glocester Manton Free Library, Chepachet

Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence

Jamestown Public Library

Marian |. Mohr Memorial Library, Johnston

Brownell Library, Little Compton

Middletown Public Library

Newport Historical Society

Redwood Library and Athenaeum, Newport

U.S. Naval War College Library, Newport

Naval Historical Collection, U.S. Naval War College, Newport
Island Free Library, New Shoreham

North Kingstown Free Library, Wickford

North Providence Union Free Library, Centerdale

Providence Public Library

Richard B. Harrington, Providence

Providence Public Library, Knight Memorial Branch

Brown University Libraries, Providence

Military Collection of Anne S. K. Brown, Brown University
Providence College Library

Archives, Diocese of Providence (Roman Catholic), Chancery Office, Providence
Archives, Diocese of Providence. Collection of Fr. Robert Hayman, unofficial
historian of the diocese

Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association and Bureau of Jewish Education li-
braries, Providence

xxxiii



RPRIC
RPa
RScN
RSmMG
RSoKPea
RSoKPet
RTU
RWa
RWe
RWeW
RWo
RwWoU

Rhode Island College Library, Providence

Pawtucket Public Library

North Scituate Public Library

Greenville Public Library, Smithfield

South Kingstown Public Library, Peace Dale
Pettaquamscutt Historical Society, Kingston

Union Public Library, Tiverton

Warwick Public Library

Westerly Public Library

Robert W. Champlin Memorial Library, West Warwick
Harris Public Library, Woonsocket

Union Saint-Jean-Baptiste, Mallet Library, Woonsocket

XXX1V
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Entries for Cities and Towns

CUMBERLAND (PROVIDENCE CO.) 1567

1557

1558

1559

1560

1561

1562

1563

1564

1565

1566

BLACKSTONE MONUMENT ASSOCIATION. An address
delivered at the formation of the Blackstone

. Monument Association, together with the

preliminaries and proceedings at Study Hill,
July 4, -1855. Pawtucket: James L. Estey,
1855. 39p. RP. +

Rev. William Blackstone, first white
settler in the area. .

[CUMBERLAND, R.I. OUR LADY OF FATIMA

CHURCH.] [Commemorative book.] n.p.,

[1978?]. 99p. RHi. 1568
Roman Catholic. Portuguese parish. Text

in English and Portuguese.

CUMBERLAND, R.I. SAINT JOAN'S CHURCH. St.
Joan's Church, Cumberland Hill, Rhode
Island, and a history of Catholic America.

East Greenwich 1574

SOCIETY OF COLONIAL WARS. RHODE ISLAND.
The first record book of the Society of
Colonial Wars in the State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations, 1897-1902:
constitution and by-laws, officers and
members, historical papers. Providence:
Snow & Farnham, 1902. 134p. RHi. +
Includes “"The Rehoboth fight, 1676," by
Joseph Ballard Murdock, contending that the
military engagement with Indians, also known
as "Pierce's Fight,"” took place at what is
now Valley Falls, in Cumberland. See index
for other references to "Pierce's Fight.”

WHEELER, ROBERT L. “Conductor's watch slow,
14 die.” RIer (Oct.: 25, 1953), 12-13.
1853 train wreck at Valley Falls.

SEE ALSO entries 458, 1242, 1252,

South Hackensack, N.J.: Custombook, 1980. EAST GREENWICH (KENT CO.)
48, [68]p. RP.
Roman Catholic. .
1569 AMERICAN LEGION. RHODE ISLAND. Sixth

CUMBERLAND, R.I. SAINT JOHN BAPTIST MARY
VIANNEY CHURCH. Solemn dedication, Saint
John Vianney Church, Cumberland, Rhode

Island, Sunday, November 23, 1958.... n.p.,
n.d. 99p. RPD.
Roman Catholic. Includes historical
sketch. 1570

HAYDEN, EDWARD J. Cumberland, Rhode Island:
historical story. (1968) 3d ed.
[Cumberland,] 1976. 26p. RHi.

McLOUGHLIN, WILLIAM G. “Free love,
immortalism, and perfectionism in
Cumberland, Rhode Island, 1748-1768." RIH,
33 (1974), 67-85. 1572

PROVIDENCE EVENING REPORTER (newspaper).
[Series of articles concerning Cumberland in
the American Revolution] (June 19, July 12,
14, 1897).
Includes debate between Mrs. James H. 1573
Rickard and Sidney S. Rider over the )
existence of a beacon used for signaling.

RHODE ISLAND. HISTORICAL PRESERVATION

COMMISSION. Preliminary survey report:

town of Cumberland. Providence, 1977. iii,

35p. RHi.
Authors: Walter Nebiker, Russell Wright.

RIDER, SIDNEY S. “A chapter of Rhode Island

lore: the beautiful prophetess of - 1574
Cumberland.” BN, 33 (1916), 97-101,
105-106.

Jemima Wilkinson, the "Universal Friend.”
SIMPSON, ROBERT V. North Cumberland: a

history. [Chelsea, Vt.: Acorn Pr. &
Design,] 1975. 63p. RHi.

71

1571

annual state convention of the American
Legion, East Greenwich, Rhode Island, August
15 and 16, 1924. n.p., n.d. [48]p. RHi.

Includes "Historic.East Greenwich,” by
Emily Gertrude Arnold.

BIRD, ASA GARDINER. “General James M.

Varnum. of the Continental Army." Magazine

of American History, 18 (1887), 185-193.
Includes his years in East Greenwich.

BOESCH, MARGIE. "Quilting in East
Greenwich.” East Greenwich Packet, 3
(Winter 1973-1974), 1, 3-4.

CARPENTER, ESTHER BERNON. Huguenot
influence in Rhode Island...a paper read
before the Rhode Island Historical Society,
November 17, 1885. Providence: Kellogg
Printing, [1885]. 33p. RHi. +

EAST GREENWICH, R.I. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
That there may be a permanent and enduring
record of the two hundred and fiftieth
anniversary celebration of the founding of
the town of East Greenwich, Rhode Island,
September 4th to 8th, inclusive, 1927. The
souvenir program, 1627-1927. Providence:
Akerman Standard, [1927?). 96p. RHi.

Includes historical sketch by Emily
Gertrude Arnold.

EAST GREENWICH, R.I. OUR LADY OF MERCY
CHURCH. Our Lady of Mercy Parish celebrates
one hundred and five years of growth in
Christ's love and truth, 1867-1972. n.p.,
[1972}. 32p. RPD-H.

Roman Catholic.



. Rhode Island: A Bibliography of Its History

1575 East Greenwich

1575

1576

1577

1578

1579

1580

1581

1582

1583

1584

EAST GREENWICH SEMINARY. Sketch of East
Greenwich Seminary; its relation to public
schools, and advantages for giving normal
instruction. Providence: A. Crawford
Greene, 1865. 20p. RHi. +

Became Greenwich Academy.

[EAST GREENWICH TERCENTENARY COMMISSION.]
The tercentenary book, East Greenwich, R.I.,
1677-1977. East Greenwich: R.I. Pendulum,
1977. 96p. RHi.

EAST GREENWICH VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT.
150th anniversary celebration, East
Greenwich Volunteer Fire Dept., June 29th
- July 5th, 1947: 150 years of community
service. n.p., [1947]. [80]p. REaG.
Includes brief historical sketch.

"FOUNDING of the Academy in 1802." East
Greenwich Academy Alumnus, 23 (May 1936),
7-9.

FREEMASONS. EAST GREENWICH. KING SOLOMON'S
LODGE, NO. 11. King Solomon's Lodge, No.
11, F. & A.M., East Greenwich, Rhode Island:
program, 150th anniversary, June 3-5-9,
1956. n.p., n.d. - 24p. RHi.

Includes historical sketch.

GOODWIN, DANIEL. An historical address
delivered...in St. Luke's Church, East
Greenwich, R.I., before the Kentish Guards,
on the occasion of its one hundred and
twenty-fifth anniversary, on October the

fifteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine.

East Greenwich:
RHi.

W. J. McClure, n.d. 24p.

GREENE, DANIEL H. History of the town of
East Greenwich and adjacent territory, from
1677 to 1877. Providence: J. A. & R. A.
Reid, 1877. 263p. RHi. +

HESS, JEFFREY A. “Black settlement house,
East Greenwich, 1902-1914." RIH, 29 (1970),
113-127.

"...a mission for the town's Negro
population.”™

"THE HUGUENOT settlement in Rhode Island.”
PM, 33 (1921), 132-136.
In,East Greenwich.

KENTISH GUARDS, EAST GREENWICH. One hundred
and ninety-second anniversary ball, Kentish
Guards, Rhode Island Militia.... n.p.,
[1966?). [16)p. RHi.

Includes a history of the unit by Warren
F. Dietzel.

72

1585

1586

1587

1588

1589

——» 1590

1591

1592

1593

1594

1595

1596

« Two hundredth anniversary, Kentish
Guards, Rhode Island Militia, member
Centennial Legion of Historic Military
Commands, East Greenwich...October 1974.
Robert Allen Greene, ed. n.p., [1974].
{104}p. RH{i. ’

Includes historical sketches.

KENTISH Guards:

y n.p., n.d.
96p. . REaG.

a history.

KING, HENRY IRVING. An account of the 250th
anniversary celebration of the founding of
the town of East Greenwich. East Greenwich:
Greenwich Pr., 1930. 52p. RP.

LADD, PAUL R. "Windmill Cottage and
Longfellow.” RIH, 26 (1907), 1-11.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow in East
Greenwich.

LARSON, PAMELA H. "Men who created a
craftsmen's heritage for East Greenwich:
they left their mark."” East Greenwich
Packet, 3 (Spring 1973), 1-3. '

McPARTLAND, MARTHA R. The history of East
Greenwich, Rhode Island, 1677-1960; with
related genealogy. East Greenwich: East
Greenwich Free Library Association, 1960.
300p. RHi. +

[MEADER, CHARLES A.] The Casey family of
East Greenwich: an account of "some men who
lived on Main Street in a small town"....
East Greenwich: East Greenwich News, 1927.
43p. RHi. +

MILLER, WILLIAM DAVIS. Notes and queries
concerning the early bounds and divisions of
the township of East Greenwich, as set forth
in William Hall's plat, 1716. Providence:
Society of Colonial Wars, R.I., 1937. 19p.
RHi. +

MURRAY, THOMAS HAMILTON. Charles MacCarthy:
a Rhode Island pioneer, 1677. Somerset,
Ohio, n.d. 15p. RHi. +

Early Irish settler.

OLDHAM, NEILD B. "They've made their last
sausage.” RIer (Mar. 29, 1959), 10-11.

Munson Bros. Grocery Store, in business
nearly 60 years.

"ORIGIN of name East Greenwich.”
(1886), 249-250.

NHR, 4

PALFY, ELEANOR. "The glorious Fourth in
Rhode Island.” Town and Country, 101 (July
1947), 54-55, 102.

Fourth of July celebrations in East
Greenwich.




1597

1598

1599

1600

1601

1602

1603

1604

1605

1606

1607

Entries for Cities and Towns

POTTER, ELISHA R. Memoir concerning the
French settlements and French settlers in
the Colony of Rhode Island. (1879)
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 1968.
138p. RHi. +

PRESTON, HOWARD WILLIS. “General Varnum
House.™ RIHSC, 20 (1927), 115-120.
James Mitchell Varnum.

REILLY, HENRY F. "The might-have-been story
of Gallaudet.” RIer (Nov. 29, 1959), 6-8,
10.

Gallaudet Aircraft Corp.

RHODE ISLAND. HISTORICAL PRESERVATION

COMMISSION. East Greenwich, Rhode Island:

statewide preservation report K-EG-1.

[Providence,]) 1974. wvi, 43p. RHi. +
Author: James H. Gibbs.

RIDER, SIDNEY S. The meaning of the phrase
“the manor of East Greenwich in our County
of Kent," in the charter of Rhode Island in
1663. n.p., n.d. 22p. RHi. +

TURNER, HENRY E. Historical address
delivered before the alumni of Greenwich
Academy, at East Greenwich, R.I., June 22,
1882. Newport: John P. Sanborn, 1882.
25p. RHi. +

. Reminiscences of East Greenwich:
address delivered before the East Greenwich
Businessmen's Association, December 1891.
(1892) East Greenwich: East Greenwich Free
Library, 1934. [29]p. RHi. +

According to 1892 ed., date of address was
Apr. L1, 1892.

THE VARNUM House, built 1773, East
Greenwich, Rhode Island: home of Major
General James Mitchell Varnum. n.p., n.d.
8p. RNoK.

WHEELER, ROBERT L. “A 'ghost village'
without ghosts.” RIer (Apr. 19, 1953),
20-21.

Frenchtown Village, an early textile-mill
village.

. "James Mitchell Varnum's house."
RIer (May 31, 1953), 3-4, 6.
Historic house.

WORTHINGTON, WILLIAM. Historical address
delivered...on the morning of St. Luke's
Day, Sunday, October 18, 1908, in
commemoration of the seventy—-fifth
anniversary of the organization of the
Parish of St. Luke's, East Greenwich, R.I.
[East Greenwich, 1908.] [7]p. REaG.
Episcopal.

SEE ALSO entries 149, 455, 458, 466.

East Providence 1617

EAST PROVIDENCE (PROVIDENCE CO.)

1608

1609

1610

1611

1612

1613

1614

1615

1616

1617

73

ANDERSON, ROBERT E. The history of Squantum
on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of
the incorporation of the association. [East
Providence: Squantum Association, 1972.])
S8p. RHi.

Squantum Association (club).

BLISS, GEORGE N. An historical sketch of
the town of East Providence, delivered
before the town authorities and citizens of
East Providence, July 4th, 1876.
Providence: John F. Greene, 1876. 52p.
RHi. +

BROWN, JOHN C. The Jones Pond shell heap:
an excavation by the Narragansett
Archaeological Society of Rhode Island.
n.p., 1939. 25p. RHi. +

[CONFORTI, JOSEPH.] Our heritage: a
history of East Providence. White Plains,
N.Y.: Monarch Publishing, 1976. wvii, 196p.
RHi. +

EAST PROVIDENCE, R.I. CHURCH OF THE SACRED
HEART. "In the hands of the Lord™: Sacred
Heart Parish centennial, 1876-1976, East
Providence, Rhode Island. n.p. [1976].
[132]p. RPD.

Roman Catholic.

EAST PROVIDENCE, R.L. FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH.
Historical address, including Baptist
history in ancient Rehoboth, and poems,
delivered in the First Baptist Church in
East Providence, Nov. 14, 1894, in
commemoration of the founding of the First
Baptist Church, East Providence, R.I.
[Providence: Narragansett Publishing,] n.d.
50p. RPB. +

. Historical sketch of the First
Baptist Church of East Providence. n.p.,
n.d. 9p. RHi.

EAST PROVIDENCE, R.I. HAVEN UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH. 1875-1975: souvenir
program of one hundredth anniversary. n.p.,
[1975). 12p. RHi.

HART, GEORGE THOMAS. "Squantum: its origin
and significance.” PBTJ, 16 (1904),
268-272.

Squantum Association.

HINCKLEY, ANITA W. "'Let's put the clams in
our middy blouses.'” RIer (June 8, 1969),
28.

Summer visits to Crescent Park in
Riverside.




graphy of Its History

1628

1629

1630

1631

1632

1633

» Newman Congregational Church,
Runford, Rhode Island. n.p., 1968. 15p.
RHi.

Includes historical sketch by Robert H.
Simonton.

RUMFORD CHEMICAL WORKS. Eighty years of
baking powder history. Rumford, 1939. 23p.
RHi. +

TRIM, ROBERT S. “Newman Cemetery.” R.I.
Roots, 3, No. 1 (Spring 1977), 1, 3-7.

WANNAMOISETT COUNTRY CLUB, EAST PROVIDENCE.
1898~-1948: fiftieth anniversary year,
Wannamoisett Country Club. Helen B. Perkins
and Roy F. Perkins, eds. n.p., 1948. 47p.
RP. .

.« Fourteenth National Professional
Golf Championship, 1931. n.p., [1931].
(40]p. RHi.
Includes "The story of Wannamoisett,”
[31=32].

WOOD, W. LeROY. “First settlers in East
Providence.”™ RIHSC, 24 (1931), 92-96.

SEE ALSO entry 1239.

@ETER {(WASHINGTON CO.)

1634

1635

1636
1637

1638

gl639

ARNOLD, WILLET H. Historical sketch of the
Baptist Church in Exeter, R.I. Central
Falls: E. L. Freeman, 1883. 23p. RHi. +

HARVEY, W. WARD. Miskiania Camp: an
abstract of title, with a short introductory
history. Newport: Harvey Publishing, 1970.
iii, 126p. RNHi.

Owned by a club. See also next entry-.

. The Yawcoak Farm: the story of the
origins of Miskiana Camp in Exeter,
R.I. Newport, 1974. vi, 186p. RNHi.
See also preceding entry.

HULING, MARY KENYON. Historical sketch of
the Baptist Church in Exeter, Rhode Island
(Chestnut Hill). Cranston: Pendleton Pr.,
[1939). 27p. RHi. +

NARRAGANSETT GUN CLUB, EXETER. Golden
anniversary of the Narragansett Gun Club,
Inc., Austin Farm Road, Exeter, Rel....
n.p., 1957. [56])p. RHi.

Includes historical sketch.

RHODE ISLAND. HISTORICAL PRESERVATION
COMMISSION. Preliminary survey report:
town of Exeter. Providence, 1976. iii,
18p. RHi.

Authors: Walter Nebiker, Russell Wright.

(Din o WE S fertarid s fouy)

-

1640

1641

Entries for Citie

SCHNEIDER, ERIC C. "Mental retardation,
state policy, and the Ladd School,

"1908-1970." RIH, 40 (1981), 133-143.

R.I. School for the Feeble-minded.

SIMISTER, FLORENCE PARKER. A short history
of Exeter, Rhode Island. [Exeter: Exeter
Bicentennial Commission,) 1978. 105p.

RHi. +

FOSTER (PROVIDENCE CO.)

1642

1643
1644

1645

1646

1647

1648

1649

1650

1651

1652

BEAMAN, CHARLES C. "Sketches of Foster.™
Providence Journal (1857-1858).

At least 14 articles in the series. Rider
Collection, Brown Univ., has installments
5 (Jan. 6, 1858), 6 (Jan. 21, 1858), 14
(Aug. 26, 1858).

BONGARTZ, ROY. “Endsville.” Rler (July 21,
1974), 28-29.
The Snagwood,  once a nightclub in Foster.

.« "'I'll stay here until my end or
Foster's.'" RIer (Aug. 16, 1981), 6-9, 1l1.
Reflections on Foster's 200th anniversary.

CASEY, B. T. "Reminiscences of Foster.”

Pawtuxet Valley Gleaner (Aug. 27, 1892-Mar.

4, 1893).
Series of articles, reprinted from early
numbers of the newspaper.

CLEMENCE, CLARA E. “Dolly Cole's Hill.”
WRICHSP, 1, No. & (1950), 19-21.

. "The Drowne Homestead.” WRICHSP, 2,
No. 2 (1955), [7-9.)
Once owned by Dr. Solomon Drowne.

FOSTER, R.I. MOOSUP VALLEY CHURCH.

Reflections, Moosup Valley Church,

1868-1968. n.p., [1968]. 9p. RHi.
Congregational.

FOSTER: a bicentennial celebration,
1781-198l1. Foster, 1981. 86p. RHi.
Primarily a photographic history.

"THE FOSTER gold mine."” WRICHSH, 1 (Apr.
1958), [2]; (May 1958), [2].

HOWARD, DANIEL. “Some facts about Foster,
Rhode Island.” WRICHSP, 1, No. 2 (1949),
14-17.

MATTHEWS, MARGERY I., VIRGINIA I. BENSON,
and ARTHUR E. WILSON. Churches of Foster:
a history of religious life in rural Rhode
Island. Foster: North Foster Baptist
Church, 1978. 165p. RHi. +

75
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NORTH KINGSTOWN (WASHINGTON CO.)

2493

2494

2495

2496

2497

2498

2499

2500

2501

12502

2503

- CONLEY, PATRICK T.

. Bicentennial Commission,] n.d.

BAKER, DAVID SHERMAN, JR. An historical
sketch of North Kingstown, delivered at
Wickford, July 4th, 1876. Providence: E.
A. Johnson, 1876. 26p. RHi. +

A BRIEF history of the Baptist church, in
Wickford, R.I., constituted August 9, 1834;
comprising the principal facts connected
with the late difficulties, which resulted
in its dissolution, April 4, 1844.

Providence: Knowles & Vose, 1844. 36p.
RHi.
CADY, JOHN HUTCHINS. “Cocumscussoc."

0ld-time New England, 39 (1949), 61-70.
Historic house, also known as Smith's
Castle. See note, entry 2543.

CARPENTER, ESTHER BERNON. “The old
Narragansett glebe.” NHR, 1 (1883),
287-290.

Residence and land connected with St.
Paul's Church (Episcopal), Wickford.

CHAPIN, HOWARD M. The trading post of Roger
Williams, with those of John Wilcox and
Richard Smithe... Providence: Society of
Colonial Wars, R.I., 1933. 26p. RHi. +

CHIPMAN, WILLIAM P. “Historical sketch of
the Quidnessett Baptist Church, North
Kingstown, R.I.™ NHR, 2 (1883), 81-97.

North Kingstown: an
[Providence: R.I.
11p.

historical sketch.
RHi. +

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. RHODE
ISLAND. PETTAQUAMSCUTT CHAPTER, WICKFORD.
Facts and fancies concerning North
Kingstown, Rhode Island. North Kingstown,
1941. 143p. RHi. +

EARLE, ALICE MORSE.
church in New England.”
577-593.

St. Paul's Church, Wickford.

"The oldest Episcopal
NEM, n.s. 7 (1893),

EARLE, JOHN M. A brief history of
Quidnessett Baptist Church:

sesquicentennial, 1828-1978....
Ward's Printing, n.d. iv, 60p.

Newport:
RNoK.

FOWLER, WILLIAM S. "Rhode Island prehistory
at the Green Point site.” Report of the

Narragansett Archaeological Society of Rhode
Island (July 1954), 65-80.

[mtny, hases wipue] Lhs
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2504

2505

2506

2507

2508

2509

2510

2511

2512

2513

2514

2515

2516

2517

Entries for Cities and Towns

North Kingstown 2517

FREEMASONS. WICKFORD. WASHINGTON LODGE,
NO. 5. One hundredth anniversary,
Washington Lodge, No. 5, A.F. & A.M.,
Wickford, R.I. [Providence:] Snow &
Farnham, [1898]. 63p. RHi. +

GARDINER, GEORGE W. Lafayette, Rhode
Island: a few phases of its history from
the ice age to the atomic. Pawtucket: J.
C. Hall, 1949. xvi, 267p. RHi. +

GARDINER, J. WARREN. “Roger Williams: the
pioneer of Narragansett.” NHR, 2 (1883),
25-34.

"THE GILBERT Stuart house.™ NHR, 1 (1883),
247-255."

GOODWIN, DANIEL. A golden vial full of
odours: a sermon preached at the old
Narragansett Church, St. Paul's Parish,
Wickford, Rhode Island, September 9th, 1907,
on the two hundreth anniversary of its
erection. Boston: Merrymount Pr., 1908.
22p. RHi. +

Episcopal.

GREEN, FRANCES. “"Wickford, my village of
dreams.” New-England Galaxy, 17 (Summer
1975), 14-24. .

GRISWOLD, FRANCES IRENE BURGE. 01d

Wickford: “the Venice of America.”
Milwaukee: The Young Churchman, 1900.
240p. RHi. +

HAZARD, CAROLINE. The Gilbert Stuart
Birthplace: a brief history of the
birthplace, its purchase and restoration;
the forming of the corporation and future
projects. [Providence: Roger Williams Pr.,
1935.) 2lp. RHi. +

. "The Gilbert Stuart House.” RIH,
1 (1942), 105-108.

. "Gilbert Stuart's birthplace.”
Daughters of the American Revolution
Magazine, 71 (1937), 205-207.

HINCKLEY, ANITA W. “"Mother Prentice.” Rler
(June 27, 1965), 16.
"Kept the best boarding house in
Wickford."™
« "My friend, the rumrunner.” Rler
(Oct. 19, 1969), 26-27.
During Prohibition.
« Wickford memories. Boston: Branden
Pr., 1972. 118p. RHi. +
. "Wickford tales.” American

Heritage, 16, No. 4 (June 1965), 80-90.
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2518 North Kingstown

2518

2519

2520

2521

2522

2523

2524

2525

!

2526

2527

2528

2529

HULING, RAY GREENE. "The Greenes' of
Quidnesset.” NHR, 2 (1883-1884), 137-144,
161-176, 253-264; 3 (1884), 20-33.

ISHAM, NORMAN MORRISON. Wickford and its
neighborhood. n.p., 1922. [4]p. RHi.
Historic houses.

JACKSON; HENRY G.
6 (1947), 6-10.

Famous building-type, developed at U.S.
Naval installation at Quonset during World
War II.

"The Quonset hut.” RIH,

LAFAYETTE, R.I. ADVENT CHRISTIAN CHURCH.
Manual of the Advent Christian Church,
Lafayette, Rhode Islandi... (1884)
Lafayette, 1888. 47p. RHi.

Includes historical sketch.

LAWRENCE, H. NEWMAN. The old Narragansett

church (St. Paul's), built A.D. 1707: a

constant witness to Christ and his

church.... n.p., 1915. 86p. RHi.
Episcopal.

“THE LONE Eagle was there before the Blue
Eagles.” RIer (Feb. 23, 1964), 32-33.

Historical sketch of site of the U.S.
Naval Air Station, Quonset Point.

McHALE, JULIA B. "The old Narragansett

church.” Daughters of the American

Revolution Magazine, 71 (1937), 210-211.
Saint Paul's Church (Episcopal), Wickford.

MacSPARRAN, JAMES. A letter book and
abstract of our services, written during the
years 1743-1751 by the Revd. James
MacSparran, Doctor in Divinity and sometime
rector of Saint Paul's Church, Narragansett,
Rhode Island. Daniel Goodwin, ed. Boston:
D. B. Updike, 1899. xliv, 197p. RHi. +
Episcopal. '

MARKHAM, ALTON, and ROBERT A. SCHRACK. "Was
this the first farm forestry in America?”
Journal of Forestry, 45 (1947), 900-902.

Francis Willett of Saunderstown (18th
century).

MORGAN, JOHN HILL. “"What was Gilbert
Stuart's name?” RIHSC, 34 (1941), 33-44.
I.e., his full name. .

“NOTES on Quidnessett.” NHR, 1 (1883),
305-311; 5 (1886), 61-66.

RHODE ISLAND. HISTORICAL PRESERVATION

COMMISSION. North Kingstown, Rhode Island:

statewide historical preservation report

W-NK~-1. [Providence,} 1979. wvi, 65p.
Author: Ellen Weiss.

RHi.
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2530

2531

2532

2533

2534

2535

2536

p
,—‘/—-7 2537

2538

RHODE ISLAND. UNIVERSITY. COASTAL
RESOURCES CENTER. The redevelopment of
Quonset/Davisville: an environmental
assessment prepared for the Rhode Island
Department of Economic Development.
[Kingston,] 1977. 200p. RHi.

Sites of Quonset Naval Air Station and
Davisville Advanced Base Depot during World
War 1I. Report includes brief historical
gsketch.

RIDER, SIDNEY S. "Wickford."
(1896), 157-159.

BN, 13

SAUNDERS, LAURA SMITH, and JOHN A. SAUNDERS.
"The shipbuilding Saunderses: echoes of the
caulking iron on Narragansett Bay.” NH, 46
(1973), 53-70.

John Aldrich Saunders and descendents.

SIMISTER, FLORENCE PARKER. Streets of the
city: an anecdotal history of North
Kingstown. North Kingstown: Simister's
Bookshop, 1974. 108p. RHi. +

"SMITH'S Castle at Cocumscussoc, Rhode
Island.” RIY (1965-1966), 86.
Historic house.

STETS, DAN. "'The spirit of Fort Kearney.'"
RIer (July 18, 1982), 4-5, 7, 9, 12.

World War II camp in which German
prisoners of war were held and
indoctrinated.

UPDIKE, DANIEL BERKELEY. Richard Smith:
first English settler of the Narragansett
Country, Rhode Island; with a series of
letters written by his son, Richard Smith,
Jr., to members of the Winthrop family, and
notes on Cocumscussuc, Smith's estate in
Narragansett. Boston: Merrymount Pr.,
1937. xix, 118p. RHi. +

UPDIKE, WILKINS. A history of the Episcopal
church in Narragansett, Rhode Island,
including a history of other Episcopal
churches in the state.... With a transcript
of the Narragansett parish register, from
1718 to 1774; an appendix containing a
reprint of a work entitled: America
dissected, by the Revd. James MacSparran,
D.D., and copies of other old papers;
together with notes containing genealogical
and biographical accounts of distinguished
men, families, &c. 2d ed., newly edited,
enlarged, and corrected, by the Reverend
Daniel Goodwine.... (1847) Boston: D. B.
Updike, 1907. 3v. RHi. +

Saint Paul's Church, Wickford.

WARD, JOHN. “"At Saunderstown: no more
flags flying.” RIer (Mar. 7, 1965), 4-5.
U.S. Weather Bureau storm—warning station.



2539

2540

2541
2542

2543

[

Entries for Cities and Towns

WHITE, ELIZABETH NICHOLSON. Anne of Kings
Towne. 2d ed. [East Providence:
Watchemoket Pr., 1955.] 5lp. RHi.

Ann Coddington Willett (1653-1751);
history of Willett Farm, Saunderstown.

WHITE, HUNTER C. O0ld St. Paul's in

Narragansett. Wakefield: Wakefield

Printing, 1957. 56p. RHi. +
Episcopal church.

« Wickford and its old houses;
supplemented by a history of North Kingstown
and a listing of its historic houses and
localities. [Wickford:] Main Street
Association, 1960. 95p. RHi. +

WICKFORD, R.I. SAINT BERNARD'S CHURCH. St.
Bernard Church, Wickford, R.I. South
Hackensack, N.J.: Custombook, 1975.
{20]p. RNoK.

Roman Catholic.

24,

WOODWARD, CARL RAYMOND. Plantation in
Yankeeland: the story of Cocumscussoc,
mirror of colonial Rhode Island. Wickford:
Cocumscussoc Association, 1971. ix, 198p.
RHi. +

Richard Smith's l17th-century plantation
near Wickford. House, still standing, is
now popularly known as Smith's Castle.

SEE ALSO entries 131, 458, 1277, 1322.

NORTH PROVIDENCE (PROVIDENCE CO.)

2544

2545

2546

2547

2548

ANGELL, FRANK C. Annals of Centerdale in
the town of North Providence, Rhode Island:

its past and present, 1636-1909. Central
Falls: E. L. Freeman, 1909. xv, 196p.
RHi. +

. History of Roger Williams Lodge, No.
32, Fo« & A:M., Centerdale, Rhode Island,
1875-1923. Centerdale: Centredale Pr.,
n.d. 148p. RNoP. + .

» Looking backward four score years,
1845-1925. Centerdale: - Centredale Pr.,
1925. 178p. RHi. +

Life in Centerdale.

BISSLAND, JAMES H.
bit of old England.”
8-11.

Mill village.

"When Greystone was a
RIer (Sept. 2, 1962),

CENTERDALE, R.I. SAINT LAWRENCE CHURCH.
St. Lawrence Parish, Centredale, R.I.:
golden jubilee, 1907-1957. n.p., n.d.
[60]p. RPD-H.

Roman Catholic.

111

2549

2550

2551

2552

2553

2554

2555

2556

2557

North ‘Providence 2557

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS. GORDON PAUL
MILLER CHAPTER NO. 11, NORTH PROVIDENCE.
General Marshall's victory report on the
winning of World War II in Europe and the
Pacific; with an added-section featuring the
contributions made by our own community
toward the winning of the war. Historic
handbook for every American. [North
Providence,) n.d. 123, [18]p. RNoP.

FREEMASONS. NORTH PROVIDENCE. ROGER
WILLIAMS LODGE, NO. 32, CENTERDALE. The
first hundred years: a brief history of
Roger Williams Lodge No. 32, A.F. & A.M.,
Centerdale, R.I. n.p., 1976. 60p. RNoP.

GENEVA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY, NORTH
PROVIDENCE. Fiftieth anniversary of the
Geneva Volunteer Fire Company, Inc.,
1902-1952. n.p., n.d. [13]p. RHi.

HARPIN, MATHIAS P. "Lymansville.” WRICHSH,
4 (Apr. 1961), [2}; (May 1961), [2); (June
1961), (2].

Includes its role as a textile-mill
village.

HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY. RHODE ISLAND.
Inventory of the town and city archives of
Rhode Island: No. 4, Providence County;
Vol. 10, North Providence. Providence,
1942. wviii, 15%9. RHi. +

Includes historical sketch.

LOVEJOY, DAVID S. "Uncle Brown grabs a
town.” RIH, 14 (1955), 47-51.

An aspect of the 18th-century Ward-Hopkins
controversy in R.I. colonial politics,
involving the separation of North Providence
from Providence and its incorporation as a
town.

NORTH PROVIDENCE, R.I. SAINT ANTHONY'S
CHURCH. Saint Anthony Church, North
Providence, Rhode Island. South Hackensack,
N.J.: Custombook, 1971. 23p. RPD.

Roman Catholic. Italian parish. Includes
historical sketch. :

NORTH Providence centennial: a report of
the celebration at Pawtucket, North
Providence, of the one hundredth anniversary
of the incorporation of the town, June 24th,
1865; with an address, containing historical
matters of local interest. Pawtucket:
Robert Sherman, 1865. 9lp. RHi. +

Address by Massena Goodrich. Another ed.,
entitled, Report of the centennial
celebration... (Providence, 1865), has 118p.

NORTHERN INTERRELATED LIBRARY SYSTEM.
Providence Union Free Library, 100th
anniversary. [Pawtucket, 1970.] 15p.
RNoP.

North
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; CHAPTER XL

TOWN OF NORTH KINGSTOWN.

Description.—Population.—Noted Places.—Richard Smith’s Block House.—The
Updikes.—The Big Grave.—Early Settlement and Early Settlers.—List of
Freemen.—The Erection of the Town.—Early Pastimes.—Negro 'Lections.—
Town Clerks.—Town Officers.—Land Titles.—The Villages, their Industries,
etc.—The Town Farm.—Murders.—Elm Grove Cemetery.—Schools.—First

{ Baptist Church, Allenton.—Quidnessett Baptist Church, North Kingstown.

i —Six Principle Baptist Church.—Other Churches.

ORTH KINGSTOWN is a large, wealthy and flourishing
township, bounded on the north by Warwick and East
Greenwich, on the west by Exeter, on the south by South %

Kingstown and on the east by Narragansett bay. Itsaverage
length is about eight miles and its average width about seven
miles, comprising about fifty-six square miles. The face of the
/ country is uneven. The soil is of a sandy loam in the northern
section, favorable to the culture of grain, while the southern sec-
7 tion is of a gravelly loam and affords an excellent grazing country.
2 Ship building was extensively carried on in early times in near-
§ ly every part of the town. The population of the town at various
p dates has been: In 1708, 1,200; 1730, 2,105; 1748, 1,935; 1755,
92,109; 1774, 2,472; 1776, 2,761 ; 1782, 2,328; 1790, 2,907; 1800,
§ 2,794; 1810, 2,957: 1820, 3,007; 1830, 3,036; 1840, 2,909 ; 1850,

3,049 1885, 3,804.
Amos Perry, in his census report of 1885, carefully enumerates
the places of interest in this town as follows:
" Villages—Wickford, formerly Updike's Newtown. In 1808 it
_ was a port of entry under the direction of William Ellery, collec-
tor of Newport. Lafayette; Hamilton, formerly Bissell's Mills;
Davisville ; Bellville ; Wickford Junction, formerly Casar's Plain, —
Allenton; Annaquatucket, formerly Esbon Sanford’s; West
Wickford, formerly Collation Corner; East Lafayette; Narra-
gansett or Joe Sanford's; Sandy Hill Mills; Shady :<a; Silver

o e T =
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Spnng, Scrabbletown Slocumvﬂle ~“South Wickford ; -Saun-- ===
.- derstown; formerly Willettville; Oak Hill; Pen‘ce s Mills; Sher-
——mantown;--Swamptown ;- Wickford Landmg. -

Corners—Allen’s; Hendrick's; Huhngs “Indian.” " e ——e

Hamlets —Nlchols Pendars Romes, Smxths," “Bellville == mmauss

. Statlon S Ll - e o

Hills. —McSparran Kltts Barber’s Hexghts Sand Phﬂhps
Brown’s; Ridge; Spink; Walmesley’s; Wolf; Gould; Mount. -

Rivers—Annaquatucket; Hunt's or Mattatuxet, Petaquam-,

- scutt. .

Points—Allen’s; Calf Pasture; Ferry; Greene’s; Phillips’;
Plum Beach; Pojack or Muskechug; Poplar Tree; Quonset or
Seconiganset; Rome; Smith’s; Spink’s; Stillhouse; Pendar's.

Ponds. —Annaquatucket Mill; North Bellville Mill; South Bell-
ville; Brush; Davisville Mill; Dealing; Kettle Hole; Lafay-
ette ; Carr’s (Paussuchuco); Peirce’s Mill ; Pettaquamscutt Upper
or Bass; Pettaquamscutt Lower ; Potowomut; Rome’s; Scrabble‘
town ; Sand Hill, LT

Reservoirs—Annaquatucket; Hamilton; Narragansett; Oak Lok
Hill; Silver Spring Upper; Silver Spring Lower. . SRR e

Harbors—Wickford or Cawcumsquissick; Allen’s; Bissell’s;
Duck or Greene's; Spink's; Wickford Bay.

Ledges—Ferry; Rome Point; Willett.

Rocks.—Devil's Foot ; Brother's; Old Sergeant; Patt; Spmdle ;
Black; Clump; Dyer's; Rolling; Deborah; Hall’s.

Woods—Austin's; Cedar Grove; Davis’; Hazard's; Huguenot
Grove; Pine or Plain; Rome; Sherman.

Parks—Allen’s or Quidnessett; Willett Farm.

Swamps.—Allen’s; Cedar; Cat or Kenyon; Fones’; Greenes,
Pine; Rocky; Srmth s; Spink’s.

" Islands—Fox or Sowonexet Cornelius; Goose.

Brooks.—Carr's ; Cat Swamp ; Cawcumsquissick or Stony (called
also Cocumscuissic); Cole's; Congdon's; Davis’ Mill; Great
Meadow; Fones’; Greene's; Hall's; Not;a-Brook Packard’s;
Phllhp (called also Shewotuck) Romes Shermantown Slo-

7~~»____£ums Willett's. _

Hole; S1lver Cold ; Great Cedar

Historic-—Richard Smith’s Block House, 1641 ; Roger Williams'--
o Tradxng House, built 1648 and sold to R. Smith 1651; Gilbert
e .. . Stuart’s Birthplace, December 8d, 1765, and near -it Hammond
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Mill, orlgmall) built for a snuff mill, but run for over one hun-
e . dred years as a grist mill; Boston Neck, called Namcook ; Ham-
= S oganset or Kesikomick ; North Ferry ; Quidnessett; Great Grave; g
Site of St. Paul's church, 1707, removed to Ackford=l800 M e == i il
Sparran Monument; the Hummocks Plum Beach. - |
“In the Willett Papers mention is made of the residence of ,
Miantinomo, and ‘the impression is clearly given that this chief s = i
resided on Boston Neck, at the head of Pettaquamscutt river, on = B |
the east side. The same papers indicate that Canonicus resided
S on the plain opposite the trading house of Roger Williams.” -
The building of Richard Smith’s block house is the first step
e - recorded in the settlement of this town. The first notice of a !}
= town in this region is the appointment by the council of Con- - |
E j necticut July 10th, 1663, of selectmen and other town officers,
2 and the order was to be called “ Wickforde.” This order was
issued two days after the signing of the King Charles II. charter,
and no action was taken for its execution. The town was incor-
porated under the name of * King’s Towne,” October 28th, 1674, = .
as the seventh town in the colony, with an area of 178.5 square i
miles, which territory now belongs to North Kingstown, South i

S SR
vy

Ll
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Kingstown and Exeter.

Roger Williams had a trading house in North Kingstown
called Narragansett. He was here between the years 1648 and h
. 1651, and from this place he wrote a score or more of letters.
| L Captain Richard Smith built what has long been designated as
1 the “Old Castle,” within one-half mile of the village of Wickford. i

This, in 1639, was erected for the farm house of Captain Smith, i1
and here the good Roger Williams, who also fled from persecu- j
tion, often visited. The brave and just old Canonicus and also ;
Miantinomo frequently visited Smith. This castle was built by il
Smith as a trading post or house, and as a protection against the ﬁ
troublesome Indians. It was fifty feet square, two stories high,
and its walls were of rough stone, two feet in thickness. It was
used as a garrison and fortification during the Indian war, and
it was there that Captain Benjamin Church assembled his forces
- -~ before marching to the great swamp fight, and after his victory,
with the dead and wounded, burying some forty-two of the slain —
in one grave. =
In the year 1664 Gilbert Updike, of "\ew Ames’erdam, married
Smith’s daughter, and then fitted up the castle . English style ;
by covering it with wood work (inside and out) for a permanent i

Y




CHAPTER XIII.

TOWN OF SOUTH KINGSTOWN.

General Features.—Erection of the Township.—Town Clerks.—Township of Nar-
ragansett.—Freemen.—Early Births.—Reminiscences.—The Hazards, Robin-
sons, Rodinans, Watsons, Perrys, Sweets and other Families.—Amusing In-
cidents,—Short Sketches by Jeftrey W. Potter.—A Suicide.—Schools.—Town
Farm.—Tower Hill.—Presbyterian Church.—Narragansett Pier.—Hotels.—
Other Objects of Interest.—St. Peter’s by the Sea.—Presbyterian Church.

OUTH XINGSTOWN is the largest town in the state. It
contains an area of 77.9 square miles. Its ponds are large
and numerous, and may become a source of great wealth

by means of well tested systems of fish culture. Its swamps,
though extensive, may be converted by drainage into excellent
agricultural lands, and its forests of rhododendrons are of remark-
able beauty and size. There are but few towns, probably, on our
continent that contain so many rivers and brooks, springs, coves,
islands, hills, points, beaches, rocks, swamps and other minor lo-
calities of historic interest. Inasmuch as these natural features
are of historic interest, and have a direct bearing when deter-
mining the character of the town, we give below the list in full,
as prepared by Mr. Amos Perry, superintendent of the census of
1885 :

“ Villages—Wakefield, Narragansett Pier, Peace Dale, Rocky
Brook, Kingston (Little Rest), West Kingston, Usquepaug (form-
erly Mumford's Mill), Glen Rock (formerly James' Mill), Perry-
ville, Burnside, Green Hill, Narragansett Ferry, Mooresfield,
Tower Hill (an important point in the Pettaguamscutt purchase,

" and the county seat from 1729 to 1752), Bridge Town and Gould.

“ Minor Localities—Point Judith, Backside, Little Neck, Great
Neck, Tucker Town, Waits' Corner, Rodman's Corner, Curtis’
Corner, Watson's Corner, Dockary’s Corner, Columbia Corner,
Armstrong’s Corner, Matunuc, Sugar Loaf, Stony Point, Tower
Hill Heights, B :ton Neck, Harley's Mill (formerly Biscuit City),
Glen Rock, Special Deep Hole, Sedge Beds, Flats, The Narrows, :

81
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Wilkinson) Wilkinsonians, Gen. 1. P. Rodman born at Rocky
Brook, Aug. 18, 1822, died Sept. 30, 1862, R. F. Gardner’s House, at
one time Lafayette's Headquarters, Bull's Garrison House on

— ——  Tower Hill, burnt by the Indians, December, 1676, Indian Bury- ——

ing Ground near White Pond, the Sewal School Fund, acquired
from a grant of land made in 1695 by Judge Samuel Sewal (1652
—1730) of Salem Witchcraft notoriety, the income once appro-
priated for the support of the Kingston Academy is now spent
by the school committee of the town; a fund for the support of
the Congregational church of the town was acquired in the same
way. The history of this town has an intimate connection with
the Pettaguamscutt purchase of 1658, provision for the main-
tenance of religion and education resulting therefrom. Soldiers'
Bronze Monument, 1886 (Westerly Granite Pedestal). The house
of John G. Clarke, completed in 1886, is built of granite and fin-
ished in woods all obtained from his farm, which was included
in a grant made by Kachanaquant, a son of Canonicus, in
1664.” .

The earliest census report published of South Kingstown was
in 1730, at which time it contained a population of 1,523; it now
has a population of 5,549.

The town of South Kingstown was set off from North Kings-
town by an act of the general assembly February 26th, 1722-23.
Pettaguamscutt, however, was first settled January 20th, 1657-8.
On this date Quassuchguansh, Kachanaquant,and Quequaquenuet,
chief sachems of Narragansett, for £16 and other considerations
mentioned in the deed, sell to Samuel Wilbor, John Hull, of Bos-
ton, goldsmith ; John Porter, Samuel Wilson and Thomas Mum-
ford ““all the land and the whole hill called Pettaquamscut bound-
ed on the south and southwest side of the rock with Ninigret's
land, on the east with a river northerly bounded two miles be-
yond the great rock in Pettaquamscut westerly bounded by a
running brook or river beyond the meadow, together with all
manner of mines, ete., they to have free ingress and egress on
the sachems’ lands.” They also grant them all the black lead.in
a place called Coojoot. Witnessed by John Lawton and Philip

- Lang and signed only by Kachanaquant (2d Vol., page 147, An-
cient Land Evidences). Quassuchquansh signed a similar deed,
together with Kachanaquant, of the same date (see same record).

Kachanaquant having agreed, January 29th, 1457, to convey to
the same men another tract, confirms the former sale and con-
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of the Indians against the Pettaguamscutt purchasers. “ Wemosit,
‘otherwise Suckquansh, Ninicraft, Quequakanut, otherwise Gid-
eon, chief sachem of the Narragansett and Neantick countries,
having received much injurie by Samuel Wildbare and others of
his companie, they pretending title to Point Jude and other
lands adjoyneing, and have indeavoured to possess themselves
forceably of the same both by building and bringing cattell, we
having given them warning to the contrary, and they not taking
warning, nor endeavoured to drive their cattell from of the
lande, but they resisted and one of them presumed to shot of a
gun at us. Now we knowing we have not sould them any land
there, and being thus injuriously dealt withal by them, we are
forced to make our com— to yourselves, the Commissioners of
the United Collonies, hereby protesting against the said Samuel
Wildbare and companie for their so unjust actings, and crave
that this our protest may be received by you and kept upon re-
corde with you as our acte and deede, and crave that it may not
be offensive to any English if that Samuel Wilbare and his com-
pany will not come to any faire trial, either before yourselves or
some other indifferent judges, if then we endeavour to drive
your cattell away, or take any corse whereby we may dispossess
them. That is our acte and deed we have put to our marks and
seals in the presence of these witnesses this 9 Sept. 1662."”

This protest was made to the commissioners of the colonies,
and they wroteto Rhode Island concerning it. (See Hazard's col-
lection of state papers, II, 443.)

South Kingstown was set off and incorporated as a separate
town in February, 1722. No regular town meeting was held,
however, until 1723. This meeting was held at the house of Ich-
abod Sheffield, probably in January, 1723. John Watson was
chosen moderator and Robert Hannah was chosen clerk. John
Watson and John Babcock were chosen representatives. The
second meeting was held March 4th, 1723. Job Babcock, John
Watson, Ichabod Sheffield, William Gardiner, Jonathan Turner
and Isaac Sheldon were chosen councilmen; Peleg Mumford,
Joseph Mumford and Benjamin Reynolds, constables; Ichabod
Sheffield, town treasurer ; Solomon Carpenter, town sergeant. On
June 10th, 1723, it was voted that a town house should not.be
bilt. On November 20th, 1723, Stephen Hazard and John Wat-
son were chosen representatives to sit in the general assembly
at Newport. The meeting was held at the house of Ichabod

_ Sheffield.
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CHAPTER XVI.

TOWN OF EXETER.

Description of the Town,—Noted Places.—Queen's Fort.—Beach Pond.—Town
Organization.—Town Officers.—List of Town Clerks.—Early Settlement.—
Exeter Hollow.—Hallville.—Fisherville. —Pine Hill.—The Exeter Bank.—
Lawtonville.—Browningville, —Millville.—Boss Rake Factory.—Yawgoo.—
The Town Farm and Asylum.—Schools.—Churches.—Library.—Biographical
Sketches.

HE town of Exeter forms one of the central towas in the

T continental section of the state. The surface, soil and ge-

ological features correspond with this section generally.

The rocks are primitive, the soil of a gravelly loam and the face
of the country exhibits so much diversity of hill and dale in some
sections that it may be in part considered mountainous. The
principal natural products are hay, corn, oats, rye and potatoes.
The castern portion can boast of no superiority in its soil, and is
better adapted to grazing purposes than to the cultivation of
grain.  On the rocky and elevated eminences is generally to be
found a growth of forest timber, embracing oak, chestnut, hard
and soft maple, pine and cedar. The tulip tree is a native of the
western section of the town, and when in bloom presents a hand-
some appearance.

The castern part of the town is drained by the Queen’s river,
the western by the Wood riverand its several branches. Several
ponds are interspersed throughout the town, the principal ones
being Deep pond and Beach pond. In 1872 the commissioners
attempted to stock Deep pond (which is celebrated for its great
depth) with black bass, but the attempt was unsuccessful. Beach
pond is located partly in Exeter and partly in Connecticut, and
this place is famous for the exciting scenes enacted here in by-
gonce days. .

The town is situated in the northwestern part of the county of
Washington, and is bounded on the north by West and East
Greenwich, on the cast by North Kingstown, on the west by
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Connecticut, and on the south by the towns of Hopkinton, Rich-
mond and South Kingstown. The town is the third in the state
in area, containing i8 square miles, and is situated about twenty-
five miles southwest of Providence. PFollowing is a list of the
principal places in the town: Villages: Arcadia, Exeter Hill,
Millville, Yawgoo, Browning’s Mill. Hills: Escoheag, Woody,
Meunt Tom, Bald, Black Plain, Pine, Shrub, Lxcter, Yawker,
Rivers: Flat, Wood, Queen. Brooks: Roaring, Kenvon, Paris,
Sodom, Goshen, Mill, Flat Rock. Tonds: Beach (partly in Con-
necticut), Deep, Boon, Bailey's, Fisherville, Yawker, Yawgoo,
Mill Brook, Tippecansett. TPost Offices: DPine lill, xeter,
Liberty.

The Pettaquamscutt Purchase line is a noted line running
nearly north and south. The famous old 7en Avd ANoad runs
through the entire length of this town, from east to west. The
ruins of Wilkey Fort (an old Indian fort)are in the northeast
corner of the town. Wolf Rocks, on Yawker hill, are great
natural curiosities. Queen's Fort is a celebrated place, and af-
fords historical features. It is situated in the northeastern por-
tion of the town, and is a curiously shaped hill, somewhat like a
half globe. The sides of this hill on the east, southeast and
south are covered with a mass of stones more or less irregular in
shape, and so thrown - together as to form natural caverns and
retreats. The hill is covered with a thrifty growth of chestnut
trees. On the top of the hill is a stone wall fortifying its ap-
proach. The wall runs east and west, and at either corner were
once stone huts, probably the residence of some Indian chief.
From both of these points the wall runs south, but only for a
short distance, the south side being naturally fortified. William
Reynolds resided here some forty or fifty vears ago. In a small
valley just west of the wall is a unique collection of stones form-
ing a patural cavern, in which it is said Maquus, the squaw
sachem, once resided, but the chamber is now nearly filled with
rubbish.

A little to the west of this once enticing retreat for the savage
heroine is a sand bank where the soldiers on their celebrated
march from Richard Smith's house toward the big swamp halted,
expecting to find a body of Indians whom they intended to at-
tack. But upon reaching this place the soldiers found that the
Indians had returned to their fortress, leaving them only a quan-
tity of corn, which was safely secured.
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Jeach pond was once famous for the exciting scenes here
enacted. On the last Saturday in June, years ago, the people for
miles around were accustomed to congregate here to indulge in
horse races, foot races, heaving weights and other games. There
is also an interesting spot about a mile west of Exeter hill, some-
what resembling the Queen's Fort. It is simply a mass of bowl-
ders, which look as if dumped by some giant power. They con-
sist of large granite stones, some of immense size, many of
which are nicely poised, one on the other, forming a picturesque
appearance.

The town of Exeter formed a part of the town of North Kings-
town until March, 1742, at which time the general assembly in-
corporated it into a separate and distinct township, with the
present name, which was derived from Exeter, England. A
meeting of the citizens was held in March of this same year to
perfect an independent organization ; its history prior to that
time belongs to North Kingstown.

The first town meeting held in Exeter was at the house of
Stephen Austin, March 22d,1742. At that meeting Joseph Tripp,
I2sq., was chosen moderator; Benoni Hall, town clerk; John
Weight, town sergeant; and John Wightman, town treasurer.
The town council chosen at this meeting consisted of the follow-
ing persons: John Reynolds, Nicholas Gardner, Jeffrey Cham-
plin, James Rogers, Edmund Sheffield and Joseph Case ; consta-
bles: Stephen Austen, John Reynolds, John Sweet, George Coon;
rate makers: William Hail, Job Tripp, Jeffrey Champlin ; sealer
of weights and measures: Jonathan Lawton; sealer of leather:
John Rathbun, Isaac Gardner, Isaac Tripp, George Sweet ; over-
seer of the poor: John Potter; town auditors: Samuel Casey
and Benoni Hall.

The first records of this meeting read as follows: “Voted and
ordered that Samuel Casey, Benoni Hall, and Edmund Sheffield
are chosen a committee to meet and treat with the committee of
North Kingstown to settle the affairs of the money in the Town
Treasury, and all other prudential affairs of Said Town of Ex-
eter with Said Committee, and make Return to our next town
meeting. Voled and ordered that Benoni Hall, Town Clerk of
Exeter, Do not Deliver any Record books now in his possession,
Till further Orders from this Town of Exeter, and that he defend
the Keeping of Said Records at the Cost of the Town of Exeter.”

The names of the town clerks, with the dates of their first
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elections are as follows: March 22d, 1742, Benoni Hall; June
5th, 1760, Benjamin Reynolds; June Tth, 1763, William Willett;
June 4th, 1765, George Pierce; June 4th, 1771, Gideon Mosher ;
June 1st, 1773, Nicholas Gardiner; June 1st, 1784, Stephen Rey-
nolds; June 1st, 1824, Gershom Palmer; June 5th, 1827, Avery
Browning; June 4th, 1833, Thomas Phillips (Mr. Phillips died
in April, 1872, and E. P. Phillips acted as clerk until the June
following); June, 1872, Nathan B. Lewis; June, 1888, J. H. Ed-
wards.

The town officers for the year 1888 were : Moderator, Stephen
B. Weeden ; town clerk, John H. Edwards; town council, Clarke
S. Greene, John T. G. Sweet, George F. Barber, Stephen C. Daw-
ley, William G. Rose; constable, George . Barber; scaler of
weights and measures, Edward P. Dutemple : school committee,
John H. Edwards, George A. Thomas, Warren F. Wilcox ; su-
perintendent of schools, Warren F. Wilcox ; overseer of the poor,
Stephen B. Weeden; assessors, Clarke S. Greene, John . Ed-
wards, Herbert E. Lewis; collectors, Simon N. Palmer, John
Corey; auctioneers, John A. Grinnell, George F. Barber ; corders
of wood, Elisha P. Phillips, Stephen B. Weeden ; appraisers of
damage by dogs, Herbert E. Lewis, Franklin . Tefft; John T. G.
Sweet ; pound keeper, John P. Richmond ; coroner, Edward P.
Dutemple.

SETTLEMENT.—A large part of the eastern portion of this town
was included in that celebrated tract, ** Vacant Lands,” and was
not settled as early as many of the surrounding towns. The
first settlers established homes in that section where the land
was the most fertile, and where it offered the best facilities for

“cultivation; but it was not until a long time after the great
swamp fight that the town could boast of a settler. The Wing
family were probably the first in the town. They located in the
southwestern part of the township, near the Deep pond, and in
the first quarter of the eighteenth century other adventurous
spirits settled in the western portion also.

Much of the early industry was confined to the products of the
forest, and large quantities of timber were cut and marketed for
various building purposes.

Among the first settlers of the town of Exeter should be men-
tioned Robert and Anna Davis Aylesworth, who were residents
of the town long before the time of the revolution. In 1700 Robert

Aylesworth was summoned to the assembly to answer the charge
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in court of being engaged in a riot. He was married May 20th,
1708, to Miss Anna Davis. Their children were Robert, Eph-
raim, Sarah, Mary, Amey, Anna. 5

Benjamin, son of William and Sarah Bentley, died here in
1774, His father was a currier of King's Towne, R. I; his son's
name was William Bentley.

John Mumford. son of Stephen, who came from England in
664 and settled in Newport, R. L., afterward became a resident
of Exeter.  He was married to Miss Peace Perry October 20th,
1699.  Their children were: John, Ann, Perry, Stephen, Peace
and Mary.  John Mumford filled several important positions of
trust for his town and state.  In 1703 he was one of three who
were appointed by the assembly to run a line between Rhode
Island and Connceticut.  In 1707 he and James Carder were ap-
pointed to survey the vacant lands of Narragansett, and Octobor
28th, 1708, he was appointed on a commission to agree with
Ninigret about lands due the sachem to live upon, and in 1716
e was appointed one of a committee to run and settle the
dividing line between Rhode Island and Massachusetts.

Jeremiah Austin lived in King's Towne in 1722,when North and
South Kingstown were set off, and in 1742 in Exeter. He may
have resided on one piece of land during all this time. He died
in 1754, At that time there were six other Austins bearing the
name of  Jeremiah, viz: Jeremiah, Jeremiah, Jr., Jeremiah, 34,
feremiah, son of Robert; Jeremiah. son of Pasko’; Jeremiah son
of lzekiel and Jeremiah, son of Robert® (Joseph?). His son
Pasko married Margaret Sunderland October 25th, 1725. Their
children were: Sarah, Margaret. Gideon, Daniel, Pasko, Isaac,
Hannah, Jeremiah, Elizabeth, David, Jonathan and Stephen.
He died in 1774, Jeremiah, another son, married Sarah Austin
in November, 1720, His children were: Jeremiah, Elizabeth,
Sarah, Thomas, Daniel, Katharine and John. He was surveyor
of highways for seven vears beginning in 1741. He died in
1778,

Samuel Wait was a resident of xeter, and died here in 1752.
He married Miss Alice Wightman,  His children were : Joseph,
George, sanuel, Benjamin, Martha and John.

The strip of land in ixeter containing about 1,000 acres, in-
cluding the original lot No. 6 of a division of the Pettaquam-
scutt purchase, which was the fourth plat laid out, bounded by
the Sweets on the south and extending from thence northward




CHAPTER XXII.
TOWN OF EAST GREENWICH.

General Deseription of the Town.—TDivision of Lands.—West Greenwich Set
Off.—The Census of 1774.- Temperance,—The  Poor, lHow Cared For.—
Town Oflicers in 1888, —The Fry Family. —Comnnerce and the Fisheries.—
The Spencer Family.—George Washington Greene.—Hugh Essex and the
F”‘i Girist Mill.—Education,—The Village of East Greenwich.—First Inhkab-
itants and What They Did.~—Samuel King.—The Mercantile Teade.—Li-
brarivs.—Banks.—Fire Departiment.—Water Waorks,.—FElectric Light.—Soci-
eties.— Churehes, —Manufactures, Biographical Sketches, -

z l *HE town of Bast Greenwich is situated upon the western

shore of the Narragansett bay, and is the shire town of

Kent county. It is bounded north by Warwick, east by
the Narragansctt bay, south by North Kingstown, and west by
West Greenwich. The surface is somewhat uneven, and in some
sections a little rough and stony. Much of the scenery is pic-
turesque and beautiful, and some of the views are of imposing
beauty. 'The soil is comparatively fertile, and yields all agricul-
tural products common to this section. It is a favorite summer
resort, as well as a seat of learning and a délightful place of resi-
dence. Following is a list of the principal places:

Village, ~Bast Greenwich, formerly called Newtown for a long
time. (Sce 8. Tillinghast's Diary in R. 1. H. Society).

Hawlers—Frenchtown (Huguenot. 1687): Shippeetown, Fry's
Four Corner’s,

Bridocs.—Kenvon's, Dancing. Hunt's, Massachug.

Historie. —Sunset Rock, I'rv's Woods, Old French Fort at
IPrenchtown.

The town dates its scttlement from 1677, and was incorporated
October 31st, in that vear. In June, 1678, the name was changed
to Dedford, but the original name was restored in 1689. This
change grew out of a boundary controversy between Conne*;ti-
cut. Massachusetts and Rhode Island, relative to the jurisdiction
of this territoryv. The king finally took control, and to obliterate

every vestige of its former title, called the Narragansett country
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the King's Province. and the name of East Greenwich wis
changed to Dedford, North Kingstown to Rochester, and West-
erly to Haversham. The settlement of the town began with its
incorporation. The safety and excellence of its harbor attracted
many within its borders, and soon an active and enterprising
people were settled along its shores, engaged in the various avo-
cations of trade and commerce.

At a general assembly held for the colony at Newport, May,
1677, it was

*Ordered that a certain tract of land in somc convenient place
in the Narragansett country, shall be laid forth into one hundred
acre shares, with the house lots. for the accommodation of so
many of the inhabitants of this Colony as stand in nced of land,
and the General Assembly shall judge fit to be supplicd.

“In pursuance of said act of the (iencral Assembly. this pres-
ent court do enact and declare, that the said tract of land be
forthwith laid forth to contain five thousand acres, which shall
be divided as follows: Five hundred acres to be laid in some
place near the sea, as commodious as may be for a town, which
said five hundred acres shall be divided into fifty house lots, and
the remainder of said five thousand acres, being four thousand
five hundred acres, shall be divided into fifty equal shares or
great divisions, and that each person hereafter named and ad-
mitted by this Assembly, to land in the said tract, shall have and
enjoy to him and his heirs and assigns forever, in manncer and
form and under the conditions hereafter expressed. one of the
said house lots, and one great division, containing in the whole
one hundred acres.

“ And further this Assembly do enact, order and declare, for

the services rendered during King Philip's war, the persons here
" named that is to say : John Spencer, Thomas Nichols, Clement
Weaver, Henry Brightman, George Vaughn, John Wecaver,
Charles Macarty, Thomas Wood, Thomas Frye, Benjamin Griffin,
Daniel Vaughn, Thomas Dungin, John Pearce, Stephen Peck-
ham, John Crandal, Preserved Pearce, Henry Lilly, John Albro,
Samuel Albro, Philip Long, Richard Knight, John Peckham,
Thomas Peckham, William Clarke, Edward Day, Edward Rich-
mond, Edward Calvery, John Heath. Robert Havens, John
Strainge, John Parker, George Browne, Richard I.izu'r-lcs, Samson
Balloo, John Remington, Jonathan I')e\'ell,‘Ben]:umn Mowrey,
~(osepl'l Mowrey, William Wilbore, James Eyles Pearce. James
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Rhodé Tsland Boundries, 1636-1936
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REELODE 1SLAND "BOUNBDARIES

- Introduction -

BEFORE Rhode Island was settled by the English in 1636,
there dwelt upon her territories five tribes of Indians, as follows:

The Narragansetts, who occupied all but the southern part
of Washington County, parts of Kent and Providence Counties,
all of the islands in Narragansett Bay, and Block Island, and who
dominated over the remainder of the state’s territory.

The Nipmuks, who dwelt in the north-western portion.

The Wampanoags, whose stronghold was in Massachusetts but
who also occupied the north-eastern part of Rhode Island.

The Niantics, who lived along the south shore.

The Pequots, a Connecticut tribe who dwelt also in the south-
west corner of Rhode Island.

In the reign of Charles I of England there was enacted Feb-
ruary 3, 1635, an “Eightfold Partition of Territory under the
Great Council for New England,” by which the lands of southern
New England east of the Connecticut River were allotted to
Edward Lord Gorges and the Marquis of Hamilton respectively,
the dividing line between the former’s territory on the west and
the latter’s lands on the east established as the Blackstone, Paw-
tucket and Seekonk Rivers and Narragansett Bay, the line running
west of Prudence Island and between the islands of Conanicut and
Rhode Island to the ocean.




RHODE ISLAND BOUNDARIES

cf 1636-1659 to

PROVIDENCE was settled in 1636 by Roger Williams on land which he secured
by verbal transfer from Canonicus and Miantonomi, chief sachems of the Narragansetts,
and which was described as “the lands and meadows upon the two fresh rivers called
Moshassuck and Woonasquatucket.” In 1637 he obtained a formal deed for this terri-
tory by which the bounds were established “from the rivers and fields of Pawtucket,
the great hill of Neutaconkanut on the north-west and the town of Mashapaug on the
west, reaching to Pawtuxet River, as also the grass and meadows upon Pawtuxet River.”
This conveyance was confirmed by Miantonomi in 1639, further extending the bounds
to include the territory *“up the streams of Pawtucket and Pawtuxet without limits.”

Miantonomi, about the year 1642, established more specific bounds for the 1637 deed,
as follows: Sugar Loaf Hill, Bewit’s Brow, Observation Rock, Absolute Swamp, Ox-ford,
and Hipses Rock. Those bounds cannot now be accurately determined. Sugar Loaf
Hill was doubtless north-west of Pawtucket, and possibly at Lonsdale; Bewit’s Brow
was somewhere on the west side of Moshassuck River; Observation Rock was probably
in the town of Lincoln; Absolute Swamp may have been in Wanskuck; Ox-ford was
probably on the Woonasquatucket River; and Hipses Rock was undoubtedly a high
rock west of Neutaconkanut Hill. By a further conveyance on the part of Cojonoquant,
successor to Miantonomi, in 1659, and by deeds to the town from certain other Indians,
the territory of Providence was extended to include all of the present Providence County
west of the Blackstone River, with the west bound “twenty miles west of Foxes Hill.”

Portsmouth (as it was later named) was settled in 1638 by Anne Hutchinson and
William Coddington, who purchased the island of Aquidneck (the name of which was
changed in 1644 to Rhode Island) and laid the foundation of the new town at Pocasset,
near the north end of the island. In 1639 another settlement was made at Newport, at
the south end of the island, by seceders from Pocasset, the division line of which was
established in 1640.

In 1642 Warwick was settled by Samuel Gorton who, with eleven companions,
purchased Shawomet, the territory bounded on the east by the waters from Sowhomes
Bay (Occupasspawtuxet Cove) to Shawhomett Neck (Warwick Neck), and extending
westward twenty miles. In the same year John Greene purchased a tract at Occupass-
pawtuxet, north of the cove.

Roger Williams in 1643 obtained from the Earl of Warwick a charter to form
the “Colony of Providence Plantations in Narragansett Bay in New England,” which
united the settlements of Providence, Portsmouth, Newport, and Shawomet (now War-
wick). By the terms of this charter the lands were bounded “northward and north-east
by the patent of the Massachusetts, east and south-east on Plymouth patent, south on the
ocean, and on the west and north-west by the Indians called Narragansetts; the whole
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RHODE ISLAND BOUNDARIES

1636 -1659 (continued)

tract extending about twenty-five English miles into the Pequot River and country.”
The territory of the Plymouth patent, granted in 1729, included *“one half of the river
called Narragansetts;” in 1645 Rehoboth was incorporated as a part of that colony,
including within its bounds the lands of the present Massachusetts towns of Rehoboth
and Seekonk as well as East Providence and the eastern part of Pawtucket.

The General Assembly of Rhode Island was instituted in 1647, admitting Provi-
dence, Portsmouth, Newport, and Warwick under equal terms. In 1651 the colony was
disrupted, Newport being governed by Coddington, and Providence and Warwick con-
tinuing as Providence Plantations. With the revoking of Coddington’s Commission in
1654, however, the colony was reunited.

In addition to Aquidneck, other islands in Narragansett Bay were purchased from
the Indians as follows: Prudence and Patience in 1637 by Roger Williams and John
Winthrop; Hope, probably shortly after by Roger Williams; Gould in 1657 by Thomas
Gould; Conanicut in 1657 by William Coddington and Benedict Arnold; Dutch, Goat
and Coaster’s Harbor in 1658 by Benedict Arnold; and Fox in 1659 by Randall Holden
and Samuel Gorton.

The territory south of Warwick to the ocean was known as the Narragansett
Country, and was claimed by both Rhode Island and Connecticut. A trading post was
established at Cocumcussuc, on Narragansett Bay, in 1639; a tract known as Petta-
quamscutt, extending to the ocean, was purchased in 1657, and Potowomut Neck, south
of Greenwich Bay, and Nanequoxet, in North Kingstown, were purchased in 1659.
To sustain Connecticut’s claim, Humphrey Atherton and Governor John Winthrop
of that colony purchased in 1659 two large and valuable tracts of land on the western
shore of Narragansett Bay, located at Quidnesset (from Potowomut River to Wickford
harbor in North Kingstown) and Namkook (Boston Neck, now a part of Narragansett)

respectively.
The territory of the Rhode Island colony in 1659 included the towns of Providence,

Warwick, Newport and Portsmouth; eight islands in addition to Rhode Island, in Narra-
gansett Bay; and the Narragansett Country, the latter claimed also by Connecticut.

O~V




RHODE ISLAND BOUNDARIES

ef 1659-1703 ko

IN 1663 Charles I granted a new charter to “The Governor and Company of
the English Colony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations in New England in
America.” The overlapping of the east and west bounds of the colony defined by this
charter, upon those established by the Plymouth patent of 1629 and the Connecticut
charter of 1662 respectively, caused disputes which continued for many years before
adjustments were finally made.

Rhode Island lands were extended by her charter “eastwardly, three English miles
to the east and north-east of Narragansett Bay into the mouth of the river which runneth
towards the town of Providence, and from thence along the eastwardly side . . . of the
said river (higher called by the name of Seekonk River), up to ... Pawtucket Falls. ..
and so from the said falls, in a straight line due north, until it meets with the . . . line
of the Massachusetts colony.” The Plymouth territory, under its patent, extended
westerly to include “one-half of the River called Narragansetts,” interpreted to mean
Narragansett Bay. Included in the overlapping bounds were the present towns of
Cumberland, Barrington, Warren, Bristol, Tiverton and Little Compton.

Rhode Island’s charter established her western boundary at the Pawcatuck River
“and so along the said river as the greater or middle stream thereof reaches or lies, up
the country northward into the head thereof, and from thence by a straight line due
north” to the Massachusetts line. Under Connecticut’s Royal Charter of 1662, that
colony was awarded lands extending easterly to include “forty leagues on the shore of
the Narragansett River,” by which was meant Narragansett Bay, according to her
claim. Rhode Island on the other hand interpreted the “line due north” as starting from
the point where the Pawcatuck River turns to the east, about two miles west of the
present state boundary. A Board of Arbitratorsin London in 1663 agreed that Pawcatuck
River, “alias Narragansett River” should be the boundary line between Rhode Island
and Connecticut, thereby awarding to Rhode Island the territory between Pawcatuck
River and Narragansett Bay. This agreement was repudiated by the colony of Con-
necticut, who proceeded to establish a town at Wickford and appoint town officers there.
While the controversy was under way the Commissioners of the King in 1665 appointed
Conservators of the Peace in the disputed territory, previously known as the Narragansett
Country, and named it King’s Province. After continued disputes, a Board of Commis-
sioners of the two colonies in 1703 upheld the decision made by the Arbitrators in 1663
and established the bounds as follows: “the middle channel of Pawcatuck river, alias
Narragansett, as it extendith from the salt water upwards till it come to the mouth of
Ashaway river where it falls into the said Pawcatuck river, and from thence to run a
straight line till it meet with the south-west bounds or corner of Warwick grand purchase,
which extends twenty miles due west from . . . the outmost point of . . . Warwick Neck,
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RHODE ISLAND BOUNDARIES

1659 -1703 (continued)

to run upon a due north line till it meet with the south line of the Province of Massa-
chusetts Bay in New England.”

Following the agreement of the Board of Arbitrators in 1663 by which the lands
of the Narragansett Country, or King’s Province, were awarded to Rhode Island, three
towns were established in that territory: Westerly in 1669, Kingstown in 1674, and
East Greenwich in 1677. Their bounds were not at first definitely established; Westerly
was the name given to the place formerly called Misquamicut adjoining the Pawcatuck
River; Kingstown was established on Narragansett Bay “to obstruct the Connecticut
colony from using jurisdiction there;” and East Greenwich was a ten-thousand-acre
tract of land, five hundred acres of which (divided into fifty house lots) were “near the
sea.” The Westerly and Kingstown boundaries were established by the General Assem-
bly in 1699, their combined areas extending from the East Greenwich line south to the
sea, and from Narragansett Bay west to the Connecticut line, and the boundary between
the two towns following the west line of the Pettaquamscutt Purchase “to the Great
Pond (Worden) or river running out of it, thence by said river to the foot of Usquapaug
River, thence northward with said river . . .”. Thus Westerly included the present
towns of Charlestown, Hopkinton and Richmond, and Kingstown included the present
towns of North and South Kingstown, Exeter and Narragansett.

New Shoreham (Block Island), purchased in 1661 and admitted to the colony
in 1664, was incorporated in 1672, as was Jamestown (Conanicut Island) in 1678.

Barrington and a part of Warren in 1667, Bristol in 1681, and Little Compton in
1682 were incorporated as towns in the Plymouth Colony; and in 1683 these and other
towns became a part of Bristol County of that colony.

A “seven mile line” was established in Providence in 1660 to limit the division of
the proprietors’ lands westward, and was laid out from a point seven miles west of
“Foxes Hill” (Fox Point) on a straight line, south to the Pawtuxet River and north to
the Pawtucket (Blackstone) River. In 1697 the General Assembly fixed the south bounds
of Providence at the Pawtuxet River.

In 1703 the Colony of Rhode Island was divided into two counties, named respec-
tively “Rhode Island” and “Providence Plantations.” The former included Rhode
Island and the rest of the islands; Newport was the shire town and the other towns
were Portsmouth, New Shoreham and Jamestown. The latter county included the
mainland, with Providence the shire town and comprising also the towns of Warwick,
Westerly, Kingstown and East Greenwich.

O~
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RHODE ISLAND BOUNDARIES .

cf 1703-1750 ¥

BY AN ACT of the General Assembly in 1723 Kingstown was divided into two
towns called North Kingstown and South Kingstown respectively, the bounds extend-
ing in a westerly direction from Narragansett Bay, just south of the present Saunders-
town, to the town line of Westerly north of the present village of Usquepaug.

The controversy attending the establishment of the west boundary of the state was
terminated, after sixty-five years of quarreling, in 1728, when bounds were established
by Commissioners as follows: a heap of stones was set at the south-west corner of the
Warwick purchase (now Coventry), twenty miles due west from Warwick Neck;
from that bound a line was carried north, seven degrees east, twenty-three miles and
ten rods to the Massachusetts south line, and another line was carried south, eleven
degrees twenty minutes west, fifteen miles and ninety rods into the mouth of Ashaway
River where it falls into Pawcatuck River. Stone heaps forming boundary monuments
were erected along the line.

The two original counties of the colony, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
were re-named Newport and Providence respectively in 1729. In that same year King’s
County was established by setting off from Providence County that part of the territory
of King’s Province extending south from East Greenwich, which included the towns of
Westerly, North Kingstown, and South Kingstown, the latter named as the county town.

An act was passed in 1731 for erecting and incorporating the outlands of the town
of Providence into three towns, including Glocester, Scituate and Smithfield, approxi-
mately equal in area. The north and south bound, separating Glocester and Scituate on
the west from Smithfield and Providence on the east, was the “seven mile line,” extending
from Warwick northward to the Massachusetts colony, established in 1660; and the
east and west bound, separating Glocester and Smithfield on the north from Scituate
and Providence on the south, extended westward from the Blackstone River from a
point one-half mile above the Pawtucket Falls to 2 monument erected on the seven mile
line eight and one-half miles north of the Warwick line, and continued west six degrees
thirty minutes north to the Connecticut line.

The state’s eastern boundaries were fixed (for the time being) by Royal Com-
missioners in 1741 after disputes of seventy-eight years’ duration, and were confirmed
by the King and Council in 1746 as follows: “From a certain point where a meridian
line passing through the Pawtucket Falls cuts the south boundary of the colony of Massa-
chusetts Bay, south to Pawtucket Falls; then southerly along the eastward side of Seekonk
river, and the river which runneth towards the town of Providence, to the south-west
corner of Bullock’s Neck; then north-east three miles; then along the aforesaid lines,
running at three miles distance from the north-easternmost parts of the said bay, to the
said bay, at or near Towoset Neck; then as the said bay runs to the southernmost part of

0140



RHODE ISLAND BOUNDARIES

1703 -1750 (continued)

Shawomet Neck (Brayton Point), and then in a straight line to the aforesaid point
opposite to the said neck; then east three miles, and then along the aforesaid lines,
running at three miles distance from the easternmost parts of the said bay, to the sea.”

By this designation of bounds, five towns were ceded to Rhode Island by Massachu-
setts: Cumberland, formerly known as the Attleboro Gore, and located on the east side
of the Blackstone River, became a part of Providence County; Tiverton and Little
Compton, both situated on the east side of Sakonnet River, became a part of Newport
County; and Warren and Bristol together formed a new Bristol County, located west
of Mount Hope Bay, with Bristol named as the county town.

Charlestown was separated from the eastern part of Westerly in 1738, the dividing
line being the Wood and Pawcatuck rivers and a line down to the ocean at Quonochon-
taug Pond; in 1743 Exeter was taken from the western part of North Kingstown; and
in 1747 Richmond was separated from that part of Charlestown north of the Pawca-
tuck River.

Warwick and East Greenwich were reduced in area in 1741 with the setting off of
the towns of Coventry and West Greenwich, respectively, from their western territories.
The Warwick-Coventry dividing line was run north seven degrees east, passing through
the western part of “Coweset Farms,” and the line between West and East Greenwich
was established as the “westerly line of the old township.” Those four towns, together
with Potowomut Neck, were taken from Providence County and incorporated as Kent
County in 1750 with East Greenwich as the county town.

O~~~
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RHODE ISLAND BOUNDARIES

e 1750-1806 $©

BETWEEN 1754 and 1767 the town of Providence was further subdivided by
the General Assembly. By an act of 1754 Cranston was set off from the south-westerly

part of Providence, and the dividing line established as “a straight line from Hawkins
Cove on Providence Bay or River, to a bend in Pocasset River, then to follow the river
up to the Plainfield road, then by that road to the seven mile line.” By an act of 1759
the town of Johnston was erected out of the westerly part of Providence, the dividing
line commencing “on the southern bank of Woonasquatucket river, due north from
the easternmost part of Solitary Hill, and runs thence due south to the northern line
of Cranston. From the place of beginning the line north is the Woonasquatucket river.”
By an act of 1765 the town of North Providence was set off from Providence and the
dividing line established from the southernmost point where the line of Johnston meets
the Woonasquatucket river, thence bounding on that river “until it comes to the north-
west corner of the town’s land at the east end of a place called Forestack meadow;”
thence to the middle of Mill Bridge, and thence due east to Seekonk River. The bounds
east and north of “the north-east corner of the town’s land east of Forestack meadow”
were re-established to the advantage of Providence by an act of 1767 to run “to the
north-west corner of the burying land (North Burial Ground) ; and then, easterly and
southerly, by said burying ground until it comes to Harrington’s lane (Rochambeau
Avenue), then easterly, by the north side of said lane, till it meets with the south-west
corner of the land of Joseph Olney; then crossing said lane, due south; then extending
easterly, as said lane runs, bounding northerly by said lane until it comes to the dividing
line between land of William Brown and Phineas Brown; and then by said line easterly,
to Seekonk River.” With the setting off of Cranston, Johnston and North Providence,
the town of Providence was thereby, in 1767, reduced to an area of five and one-half
square miles, which area was but one and one-half per cent of the original lands as

confirmed in 1659.

In 1757 that portion of Westerly extending north and west of the Pawcatuck and
Wood rivers was taken from that town and incorporated as the town of Hopkinton.

In 1770 that portion of Warren on the westerly side of the Warren River was
taken from that town and incorporated as the town of Barrington.

Scituate was equally divided in 1781 and the western half incorporated as the town
of Foster; and Glocester was equally divided in 1806, and its northern half incorporated
as the town of Burrillville.

In 1776 the state was re-named “The State of Rhode Island and Providence Plan-
tations”, and in 1781 the name “King’s County” was changed to “Washington County”.
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TOWN POUND (%1*{345
TEN ROD ROAD

GREENE HOMESTEAD, 1786

AUSTIN SCHOOL HOUSE

OLD UNION CHURCH, 1889

STEPHEN AUSTIN HOUSE

AUSTIN PARM HOUSE

AUSTIN MILL

EARLY 1700 CENTER CHIMNEY HOUSE
1788 CENTER CHIMNEY HOUSE

WEST EXETER BAPTIST CHURCH, 1753
CRANDALL FARM, 1804, RESTORED
CRANDALL PARM'SLAVE' QUARTERS
1750 CENTER CHIMNEY HOUSE
WILCOX HOMESTEAD, EARLY 1800
BEACH POND

WING HOMESITE, FIRST SETTLEMBNT 1680.
CLARKE HOMESTEAD e, 1700

CEDAR VALLEY FARM, GREEK REVIVAL
LEWIS HOMESTEAD, EARLY 1800
WOODY HILL SCHOOL, #1

MOUNT TOM

JOHNSY CAKE ACRES

PRATT HOMESTEAD

DOVECREST & INDIAN MUSEUM
ARCADIA VILLAGE

MILLVILLE

BOONE LAKE

NEW LONDON TURNPIKE, 1820
STAGECOACH INN SITE

WHITFORD PARM
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32, OLD TOWN HALL, 1878
33, WHITFORD HOUSE, 1797

34, CASEY MILL SITE

35, SHERMAN HOUSE, 1880 SALTBOX
36. 2% STORY HOUSE AND FARM

37, WEMAC FPARM

38, LIBERTY CHURCH, 1856

39, GAMBREL ROOF 1800 HOUSE

40, POTTER HOMESTEAD, 1782

41, WOLF ROCKS

42, YAWGOO MILL

43, TOWN PARM

44, VICTORIAN HOUSE ;
45, GARDINER HOMESTEAD, ¢, 1700

46, EARLY 1800 HOUSE :
47, 1800 HOUSE '
48, PECKHAM PLACE

49, GREEK REVIVAL = VICTORIAN HOUSE

50, HORN HEAP OF PETTAQUAMSCUTT PURCHASE!
51, EXETER VILLAGE & INDIAN MONUMENTS
$2, QUEEN'S FORT

53, FISHERVILLE

84, MILL SITE

§5, EARLY 1800 COLONIAL HOUSES

56, SODOM MILL

57, CHESTNUT HILL BAPTIST CHURCH, 1838
S8, EXETER GRANGB ' B
59, HOPESTILL & LAWTON MILL

60, BROWN PARM ) .

61, TOWN CLERK'S OPPICE & MANTON LIBRARY
62, DUTEMPLE HOUSE ( BRIDAL GLEN )-

63. HALL SCHOOL
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(E, Jane F
earch in Rhode TIsland

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH IN RHODE ISLAND

Jane Fletcher Fiske

Rhode Island presents to the genealogist a challenge quite out of pro-
portion to the diminutive size of this smallest of all the New England col-
onies. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Quakers rubbed
shoulders with Congregationalists, Anglicans, and several varieties of
Baptists, and it was not unusual for ministers to preach in pulpits of
denominations other than their own. The worldly, bustling, slave-trading
society of Newport bore little resemblance to the stony, hilly com-
munities in the western part of the colony, and yet another contrast was
provided by the gracious plantation life of the Narragansett country. In
the nineteenth century, a developing industrialized society brought im-
migrant waves of Irish and French Canadians and introduced two very
distinct Catholic cultures. Since a search for Rhode Island ancestry may
lead in one or more quite different directions, determining where to
begin may seem a formidable problem.

Some historical background is always of use in genealogy, but for
Rhode Island a working knowledge of the colony’s history is essential to
understand what records were kept and in what manner. The purpose of
this article is to show how present-day Rhode Island evolved from a few
tiny settlements; to describe what material is available to the genealogist
for various periods and groups; and to explain how best to approach it.
To supplement the necessarily simplistic treatment here of the history,
readers should consult further background material. There are several
standard multi-volume works worth noting.’ However, for the gene-
alogical researcher who prefers a shorter account, volume two of
Charles M. Andrews’s The Colonial Period of American History (New
Haven, 1938), provides a genealogically oriented overview. A lengthier,
but equally readable, picture is presented in Colonial Rhode Island — A
History, by Sydney James (New York, 1976), which contains an excellent
bibliography. People with ancestry on early Aquidneck should certainly
look at Fat Mutton and Liberty of Conscience: Society in Rhode Island,
1636-1690 by Carl Bridenbaugh (Providence, 1974), a short and lively
social history offering an unequalled view of the seventeenth century on
the island that was the original “Rhode Island.” In order to gain
understanding of the early Narragansett settlements with their gracious,
aristocratic society under the spiritual leadership of the Episcopal
Reverend Dr. James McSparran, one might read Plantation in

_—_\\—_“-—._

1. These include Samuel Greene Arnold, History of the State of Rhode Island and Provi-
dence P!qnmuons, 2 vols. (New York, 1859-1860); Edward Field, State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations at the End of the Century: A History, 3 vols. (Boston, 1902);
Thomas Bicknell, History of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 5 vols.
(New York, 1920); Chur!es_; Carroll, Rhode Island, Three Centuries of Democracy, 4 vols.
(New York, 1932); and Irving B. Richman, Rhode Island, Its Making and Meaning, 2 vols,
(New York, 1902).
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1).2 While none of
Woodward (Chester, Conn., 197

t};‘ankeggﬁ ?gqg;‘rr;s any great background of hlstopcal knowledgi, a["
' hé?;e to provide a context within which the genealogist may more suré€ly

work. in its history a personal ele-
ts size, Rhode Island presents .

Bec?us:hzf ienealogist that is missing in the other colonies. !r} l 708 the

ment for 18 & d only 7,181 people. Most of the original set-

: i re .
entire population num®e and most at one time or another were active-

ilies there, . . .
gerisn zzwgdedi,fagg::nmem, religious, or commercial affairs. Behind

migrated to New York State following the
» Ay a‘yeom:naflm?al“i?&s regaching back to colonial governors, the
v Revolutlmlljsa gamuel Gorton, Quaker martyr Mary Dyer, or even Roger
;evt;;lpx’:ﬁlsm In reading about the history oft Rhode Island, many of us are
i i ut our own ancestors.

re?gl?é?fg:zﬁ:v;l(’){eaggdy of the lands now forming the State of Rhode
Island was owned by the Indians then dwelling upon them..{ The
Massachusetts Bay Colony, on the (_)ther hand, was ah:cady suf fxgxently
established to persecute those who did not sut?scrlbe to its own variety of
religious freedom. The first white s;ttl.ement in Rhode Island was beg_un
that year by Roger Williams, who dlq it not so much out o_f conscious in-
tent to establish a haven of religious liberty as from necessity, a decree of
banishment having been issued against him in Boston. Warned by Gover-
nor John Winthrop of impending deportation, and forced to flee his
Salem home in midwinter, he was only the first of many men and women
who left to take refuge in the nearest place where they felt safe to follow

their own consciences in peace and the hope of future prosperity.

It has been said that Rhode Island owed her very existence to the in-
tolerance of Massachusetts and Connecticut, but it is equally true that
the new colony was in part the product of Narragansett Indian policy.
Roger Williams had little choice available to him, for to the southeast
was Plymouth Colony, where Governor Winslow, largely out of fear of
Massachusetts Bay, issued a warning against trespassing, and to the
southwest stood Connecticut, another Puritan theocracy. Between these
two civilized yet ideologically hostile areas lay country owned and oc-
:upied by the Narragansetts, who very well understood the advantages of
having a friendly buffer zone between themselves and their enemies to
‘he east, the Wampanoags. That Roger Williams earned their respect by
lealing fairly and intelligently with them from the beginning set a for-
unate course for the future of the Rhode Island colony.

Accompanied by the eighteen-year-old Thomas Angell, Williams made
iis way south to Sowams, now Barrington, where they stayed with the

. This book is not unbiased in its presentation of the first families of Narragansett, gloss-
ng over the associations with Connecticut rather lightly.

. Sidney S. Rider, The Lands of Rhode Island as They Were Known to Cannounicus and
diantunnomu (1636) (Providence, 1904), 61.

. Sydney James, Colonial Rhode Island, 8.
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Indians for the remainder of that winter. A first settlement was begun at
Seekonk, but when he learned that this was claimed by Plymouth,
Williams left crops already planted and moved across the Great Salt
River to begin a new settlement at the junction of two smaller rivers, the
Moshassuc and the Wanasquatucket. There he obtained land from the
Indians and distributed it to others who joined him, naming the place
Providence Plantations in appreciation of God’s mercy. William Harris,
Francis Wicks and John Smith, a miller from Dorchester, who had also
been banished from Boston, were among the first to arrive, followed by
Joshua Verin and William Arnold.

A second settlement was made in the spring of 1638 on the northern
end of Aquidneck Island, at a place the Indians called Pocasset, renamed
Portsmouth by the English. It was founded by a group of people who
had been exiled from Boston because of their association with Anne
(Marbury) Hutchinson, labelled “Antinomian” for holding mystical
religious beliefs which did not conform to Puritan doctrine in that they
emphasized the importance of continued inspiration by the Holy Spirit.
These families included the households of William Coddington, Dr.
John Clarke, John Coggeshall, William Dyer, Randall Holden, John
Sanford, Henry Bull, and others whose names have come down in Rhode
Island history and genealogy. With the help of Roger Williams, Cod-
dington bought the Island from the Indians and renamed it “Rhode”
Island. Although the name is mentioned in Richard Hakluyt’s account of
the 1524 voyage of Giovanni di Verrazano, a more precise explanation of
its origin is found in a letter written in 1666 by Roger Williams, in which
he states that “Rode Island (in the Greeke language) is an Ile of Roses,”
referring probably to Aquidneck’s native rhododendrons.$ Until a bridge
was built in the nineteenth century, it was known as the “Island,” as op-
posed to the “Main,” and many a Rhode Island Revolutionary pensioner
later described his war service using those terms.

The Island had its own internal problems almost immediately. Samuel
Gorton, a man of strong opinions who managed to stir up trouble
wherever he went, precipitated a minor revolt in Portsmouth; Cod-
dington and others withdrew to the southern end of Aquidneck, where
they founded the third settlement, Newport. For one winter the two
towns functioned separately, but then united with Coddington as gover-
nor and did not again separate until 1648. In the meantime more
families, attracted by opportunity as much as necessity, arrived from
Taunton and other Massachusetts and Plymouth towns.

A fourth settlement was made in 1642 at Shawomet by Samuel Gor-
ton, who had earlier been expelled from Plymouth, refused freeman
status by Providence, and finally forced to leave Portsmouth. He first at-
tempted to settle at Pawtuxet, but finding that place already claimed by
the Arnolds, who were scheming to have it annexed to Massachusetts, he

5. Rhode Island Historical Society Proceedings, 1900-1901, 16, 17.
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and Dr. John Greene bought land from the Indians at Shawomet, just to
the south. This was renamed Warwick in 1644 in honor 9f thp Earl of
Warwick, who was instrumental in helping to obtain its first royal
charter.

By this time it had become clear to her neighbors that th.e new set-
tlements represented, if not a danger, at least a t.hreat to their peace of
mind. The New England Confederation, formed in 1643, left out Rhode
Island, on the grounds that she had no stable.govemment _ar}d held anar-
chistic principles shocking to the other colonies. Roger Williams went to
England to obtain a charter, returning in September 1644 with a patent
authorizing the union of Providence, Portsmouth and Ne\.vport pnder
“The Incorporation of Providence Plantations.” After a bmgr dlsppte
with Massachusetts over ownership of the Shawomet land! c!u.rmg which
Gorton, Randall Holden and others were dragged off to jail in Boston,
Warwick obtained its own charter and joined the government of the
others. The charter declared the colony’s subjection to King Charles, but
guaranteed the right of religious liberty for all. o .

One historian has observed that the four original towns in thde
Island were all founded so that their inhabitants would not have: to live
with other peoples; it might also be said that they hac} agreeq to disagree.
The Compact signed by the first inhabitants of_ Pl.'OV.ld(?nCC‘l‘n l63§ clegu:-
ly stated that the government was to have Jur1§d1ct|on only in civil
things,” and the Portsmouth Compact of 1638 stipulated that none was
to be held accountable for his religious beliefs. o

Many of the earliest surviving records for the four original towns are
available in print: Early Records of the Town of Portsmouth, edited by
Clarence S. Brigham (Providence, 1901), Early Records of the Town of
Warwick, edited by Howard M. Chapin (Providence, 1926), and tl)e Ear-
ly Records of the Town of Providence in twenty-one volumps, ed'lted by
Horatio Rogers (Providence, 1892-1915) with an index puphshed in 1949
by Richard LeBaron Bowen. The records of Newport are included in the
first volume of Records of the Colony of Rhode Island and Prowd_enc:e
Plantations in New England, edited by John Russell Bartlett (Provi-
dence, 1856-1862; reprint ed., New York, 1968). Volurpe§ I through VII
of this work contain the records of the Court of Commxssxoners and then
the General Assembly, from 1636 to 1776, along with numerous other
documents. A second set of volumes, Records of the Slate‘of Rhoc{e
Island and Providence Plantations, continues to l792.’ This work” is

often called “Colonial Records of Rhode lslangl” or snmply,. “Bartlep. It
contains, scattered among records of legislatgon apd foreign affairs of
the colony, many references to ordinary inhabitants. The General

6. James, Colonial Rhode Island, 13. o . ¢t was copied from the
the original material is in the R.I. Archives, but some of it w pied

Zlnl:/llsuhc t;°?1lr)liceRec:%:n'd Office and ot.her !British sources, a transcript of which is at John

Carter Brown Library of Brown University.
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Assembly was made up of six representatives from each town, and dur-
ing its earliest years especially, it dealt with many matters of individual
concern which are of genealogical interest.

Commercial opportunities of the Narragansett Bay area had been early
recognized by Roger Williams, and it was with the development of a
trading post at Cocumscussoc, near present day Wickford, that settle-
ment on the west side of the Bay began. Richard Smith, a wealthy planter
with interests also in New York and Boston, built there a home which
became known as “Smith’s Castle.” His daughter Catherine married
Gysbert op Dyck, a Hempstead, New York, physician, and they became
the progenitors of the prominent Updike family of Rhode Island. Mak-
ing their fortunes in trade with New York, Boston, and the West Indies,
these families maintained social and business relationships with both
Roger Williams and Connecticut Governor John Winthrop, Jr. They laid
the groundwork for a slavery-based plantation life which flourished in
Narragansett from the late seventeenth century until sent into decline by
the Revolution.

The unifying factor in Rhode Island’s diversity became trade, which
for many years depended upon the sea. Unable to produce great quan-
tities of anything to export, Rhode Islanders learned to make a profit
carrying goods produced by other people. “A surprising number of the
first settlers became traders at least part time, and many more dabbled in
small ventures; others tied their lives to commerce by fitting out or com-
manding vessels that carried the goods.”® With a natural position as a
seaport, Newport grew rapidly, developing a rather mobile population;
by 1729 Antiguan planters were using it as a summer resort. It is
characteristic of genealogical research in colonial Newport that one turns
up names of many people who appear not to have settled there for any
length of time, but are shown in probate or court files as merchants,
mariners, or craftsmen, then pass out of written records without a trace.
Until the Revolution, Newport easily maintained its economic and
cultural prominence over the stodgier town of Providence.

In the latter half of the seventeenth century, hunger for land broke
loose in the colony as men in the settled towns joined together to pur-
chase large areas of land from the Indians. The Conanicut Purchase
agreement of 1657, led by William Coddington and Benedict Arnold,
was signed by a great number of men, mostly from Portsmouth and
Newport, some in for only 1/900th of a share. In 1657 the Petta-
quamscutt Purchasers, headed by Samuel Wilbore, Thomas Mumford
John Porter, Samuel Wilson and John Hull, bought rights to the
southeast quarter of the area since known popularly as “South County.”
At the same time the powerful William Harris was intriguing to get con-
trol of much of what became Providence County by obtaining “confir-

matory deeds” from the Indians, siding with Connecticut in land disputes
when it suited his purpose.

8. James, Colonial Rhode Island, 50.
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Connecticut claimed all the territory south of Warwick east to Nar-
ragansett Bay, and in an attempt to make good the claim it established
the town of Wickford; Rhode Island immediately countered by
establishing the area as King’s Province in 1666. Except for the trading
post at Cocumscussoc, however, settlement on the west side of the Bay
remained limited to a few dwellings like the garrison house of Jireh Bull,
not far from the shore, and all were swept away in 1675 and 1676 by King
Philip’s War.

Both Rhode Island and the Narragansett Indians had tried to maintain
their neutrality in that conflict, which originated with the Wampanoag
Indians in Plymouth Colony. Indians in Connecticut and central
Massachusetts were quickly involved, prompting those colonies to join
forces with Plymouth, and Rhode Island was called upon to give naval
support by transporting soldiers. The Battle of the Great Swamp Fight,
which took place in December 1675 near Wickford, destroyed most of
the Narragansetts who had been drawn into the conflict by the Wam-
panoags. Metacomet, or King Philip, the Wampanoag leader, was
hunted down near Mount Hope by Benjamin Church, who, though his
origins were in Plymouth Colony, became the ancestor of many Rhode
Islanders. Captured Indians were sold into slavery. A few Narragansetts
who, with their leader, Ninegret, had managed to remain neutral, con-
tinued to live in South County, and there are today many people who can
trace some ancestry back to these Indians. The Rhode Island Archives
contains manuscript material on the Narragansetts. A Report of the
Commissioners on the Affairs of the Narragansett Indians (Providence,
1858) lists 122 persons claiming Indian descent and 75 who were occupy-
ing Indian land; a similar report of 1881 includes valuable genealogical
material on descendants living at that date. The Westerly Public Library
has several of these reports in one bound volume.

George M. Bodge's Soldiers of King Philip’s War (Boston, 1906;
reprint ed,, Baltimore, 1976) describes that war and the period leading up
to it and includes in the text numerous muster rolls and lists. Many men
who fought from Massachusetts later settled in Rhode Island, particular-
ly in East Greenwich, incorporated in 1677, where land was put up for
sale by the colony. The end of the war made safe settlement possible
throughout King’s County, although the dispute with Connecticut was
not settled until 1703, when the boundary was fixed at the Pawcatuck
River, and some problems persisted another forty years.

As early as 1660, some Portsmouth people, including branches of the
Wilcox, Slocum and Cornell families, had moved across the Sakonnet
River into neighboring Plymouth Colony. After 1686, when Plymouth
became part of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Rhode Island men joined
in the Pocasset Purchase to open up and develop the area which became
Tiverton, some buying land also in Little Compton, which had earlier
been laid out in lots for Plymouth people. Although part of present day
Rhode Island, these towns remained in Massachusetts Bay until 1746/7.
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While both Bartlett and Bodge may contain information about
ancestors, genealogists will find that for actually tracing families in the
Rhode Island of the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, there are
two basic printed sources, both published a century ago. John O. Austin
in 1887 (Albany, N.Y.) published his Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode
Island, stating confidently on the title page that “any intelligent person is
capable of becoming interested in family history.” This cumbersome
book, often relegated to back shelves of libraries because of its size,
represents years of the compiler’s life spent digging information out of
ancient probate, land, town council and court records. It was reprinted
(Baltimore, 1969) with additions and corrections by Mr. Austin himself
and an appendix containing material written by G. Andrews Moriarty, a
more recent authority on Rhode Island genealogy, which was published
originally in The American Genealogist from 1943 to 1963.° This remains
the most comprehensive and useful record of early Rhode Island people,
covering 485 families in the first three or four generations. The greatest
drawback of this work is its lack of references, for Mr. Austin never
recorded where he found any particular bit of data. He did give place of
residence for each family, however, and from the concisely stated infor-
mation it is usually possible to deduce the likely source, enabling a check
of the original document.

Mr. Austin also published The Ancestry of Thirty-Three Rhode
Islanders (Albany, 1889; reprint ed., Rutland, Vt., 1970) and One Hun-
dred and Sixty Allied Families (Providence, 1893).'° The Rhode Island

Historical Society owns one large notebook in which he was collecting ~a

material for a projected second volume of his Dictionary; this includes
information on later generations of some families treated in the earlier
volume, as well as some data on families omitted from the first.

The other basic reference work in print for earlier Rhode Island
genealogy, covering the period up to 1850, was compiled by James N.
Arnold during the same years that Austin was working. Arnold began his
work as editor of The Narragansett Historical Register, a quarterly
devoted to genealogy and history of southern Rhode Island, published
from 1883 until 1891. Included in that journal are vital records of various
Rhode Island towns, and when it ceased publication he brought these out
in book form. The complete series totals twenty-one volumes, although
only the first six are actually vital records, entitled The Vital Record of
Rhode Island (Providence, 1891-1912)'!. Its title is singular, subtitled by
Mr. Arnold “A Family Register for the People,” but over the years it has

9. Additions and corrections to Austin by Robert S. Wakefield and others have continued
to appear in The American Genealogist; see Appendix B.

10. These.and other books by Austin were reprinted in their original form, without correc-
tions, and should therefore be used with some caution.

11. Photocopy reprints of the various individual volumes of Arnold have been available
from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan since 1973.
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come to be known in the plural as Arnold’s “Vital Records” or more
simply just by the name of its compiler, as “Arnold.”

The first six volumes contain the vital records of Rhode Island towns
from the earliest recorded event up to 1850. These are arranged by coun-
ty and town, with first marriages and then births and deaths listed
alphabetically by surname. For most towns, each entry is preceded by a
hyphenated number, i.e. “2-39,” which refers to the volume and page of
the town record from which the entry was taken.'? With marriages, it is
advisable to check the entry under the groom’s name, since more com-
plete information is often given there than under the name of the bride.

Unfortunately, Arnold did not abstract most of the information
himself. It is legend in Rhode Island that he would visit with local of-
ficials while clerks copied off material for him. Many of the copyists
were unfamiliar with early handwriting as well as with some of the
names, resulting in numerous errors, worse for some towns than for
others. Jamestown records in particular are badly done. If no cor-
roborating evidence for an entry in Arnold exists elsewhere, or if there is
the slightest doubt as to its accuracy, the original record should be sought
out and checked.

Within the past few years a series of books entitled The New Vital
Record of Rhode Island (Princeton, Mass., 1975- ), compiled and
edited by Alden G. Beaman, has begun publication and at the time of
writing totals nine volumes. To date only Washington and Kent counties
have been covered. Beaman has extracted from probate and gravestone
records information about many births and marriages never actually
recorded and therefore not included in Arnold. These are arranged
alphabetically and because they incorporate records of several towns are
helpful in locating families within the areas covered. The method of
presentation, however, prevents the reader from evaluating the refer-
ences without examining the actual documents cited.

There are many excellent printed genealogies of Rhode Island families
and both the Society and the Rhode Island Historical Society have collec-
tions of manuscript material of varying degrees of completeness. More
difficult to locate are the articles buried in various periodicals, past and
present, which contain genealogical material. Specifically Rhode Island
journals are The Newport Historical Magazine (1880-1884) and its suc-
cessor, The Rhode Island Historical Magazine (1884-1887); The Nar-
ragansett Historical Register (1882-1891); Rhode Island Historical Tracts
(1877-1896) edited by Sidney S. Rider; and the publications of the Rhode
Island Historical Society, which include The Rhode Island Historical
Society Collections (1827-1941), Rhode Island Historical Society Pro-
ceedings (1872-1914), and Rhode Island Historical Society Publications
(1893-1900). Current publications are Rhode Island History, the quarter-
ly of the Rhode Island Historical Society, which is now printing articles

12. North Kingstown entries are not thus cited.
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of chiefly historical interest; Rhode Island Roots, the journal of the
Rhode Island Genealogical Society, which began publication in 1975;
and Rhode Island Genealogical Register, edited by Alden G. Beaman,
which has been issued quarterly since July 1978. Many articles on Rhode
Island families have appeared in the Register and The American Geneal-
ogist, some in the New York Genealogical & Biographical Record and
National Genealogical Society Quarterly, and a few in the Magazine of
the Detroit Society for Genealogical Research.

In an appendix to his Index of the Early Records of the Town of Provi-
dence, Richard LeBaron Bowen includes a list of articles of Rhode Island
relevance appearing in the Register, The American Genealogist, and
Rhode Island Historical Society Collections through 1949. Articles ap-
pearing in the first two journals from 1950 to 1975 were listed by Robert
S. Wakefield in Rhode Island Roots, 1 (1975-1976): 1, 3-5, and those in
Rhode Island History from 1950 to 1960 were indexed by Henry L. P.
Beckwith, Jr., in Rhode Island Roots, 2 (1976): 6. Index to Genealogical
Periodicals by Donald Lines Jacobus is an excellent finding aid for fur-
ther material, and should be supplemented by the various annual indexes
to genealogical periodicals which have appeared since 1953.

In making the transition from printed material on the early colonial
period in Rhode Island to primary source material for that time, the
genealogist is inescapably headed for something known as the town
council book. In colonial times, as even today, almost all matters were
handled by and in the towns. Counties in Rhode Island serve as
geographical definitions within which the towns exist and as judicial
districts, but nothing other than court records have ever been kept on a
county-wide level. The freemen of each town met in town meeting to
choose from among their own number various officers who included
deputies to the General Assembly, constables, surveyors of highways,
pound keeper, fence viewers, jurymen, councillors and a town clerk.

The town council took care of the probating of wills, licensing of
public houses, welfare matters, and all manner of other business. It was
the job of the town clerk to keep the records and to enter births and mar-
riages which were brought to him, as well as to record deeds. He also
kept track of ear marks, used by each man in town to distinguish his own
livestock. Since paper was not plentiful, all these things are likely to be
found jumbled together in the earliest town council book of any town.
Sometimes books were begun from both front and back, perhaps for dif-
ferent kinds of business but not necessarily so, and many have been re-
bound over the years with pages from something else inserted somewhere
in the middle. Blank spaces were filled as need arose, usually with
records of births or marriages, which are unlikely to appear
chronologically. To expect any order in these early records is to invite
frustration, yet they contain much of genealogical importance that has
never been extracted and published.

James writes, “the towns without penalty disregarded laws on many
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subjects, from collecting taxes to recording land titles and vital statistics.
In fact, town government proceeded largely on its own, conducting
public business of many kinds, while the colony feebly tried to manage
what was left to it.”!? Given that situation, it is perhaps understandable
that the researcher is faced with systems of record keeping that vary from
town to town. In 1647 the General Assembly passed an act requiring that
marriage intentions be published, but with no penalty for not doing so,
many ignored the rule. It is not unusual to find a marriage recorded years
after the event by means of a deposition from someone who had been
witness to it. When births were recorded, the usual method was for a
parent to carry to the town clerk a Bible record or piece of paper on
which was written the names of all children in the family born up to that
date, in which case later children born in the same family might never be
recorded. Sometimes it is stated in the record book that the information
was written “as told me by the mother,” a lengthy list with many scratch
overs indicating that mother’s memory was not infallible. One occa-
sionally finds children born to a woman by more than one marriage
recorded on the same page, providing a juxtaposition that is lost in the
alphabetized record given by Arnold.

Most genealogical searches proceed from vital records to probate and
land records, and in Rhode Island both of these are also found in the
town hall. The town council admitted wills to probate and appointed ad-
ministrators to distribute the estates of those who died intestate. It
ordered the taking of inventories, and in some Rhode Island towns the
date of death of the decedent was noted on the inventory when it was
presented, often providing the only exact record of that event. In the late
seventeenth century are found a few cases where a man died without a
will but leaving a large family; one of the heirs might request the town
council to “make a will,” which amounted to ordering a lawful distribu-
tion of the estate.!'* Such was the case with Captain Thomas Cooke who
died in Portsmouth in 1670 and with John Spencer of East Greenwich
who died in 1684. Some towns, like Charlestown, were more careful than
others about recording receipts from heirs; when found, these provide
helpful information about relationships and places of residence.

Most towns did keep town meeting books separate from town council
books from the beginning; the former usually contain records of officers
chosen for various responsibilities and such matters as laying out of
highways, but sometimes one does find in them the kind of business
usually reserved for town council books. It is wise to consult both. Few

13. James, Colonial Rhode Island, 71.

14. The misleading statement in the recent edition of Genealogical Research: Methods and
Sources, Vol. 1, revised, that in Rhode Island a man’s neighbors sometimes made his will, is
traceable to a statement in the earlier edition by Edward H. West which was taken out of
context. Mr. West was making the point that because early Rhode Island towns were small,
the town council members who performed this function were undoubtedly neighbors or
friends of the deceased.
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towns kept their “Will Books” separate from town council books from
the first, and it is common to find the earliest books labelled “Town
Council & Probate.” Intestate proceedings are almost always found in
the town council book. In East Greenwich and Portsmouth a few pro-
bgnes are found in the earliest deed books. New Shoreham at first com-
bined everything in one book. It was standard procedure in Rhode Island
to give original wills back to the family, but Portsmouth has a large
book, long known as “The Scrapbook,” in which are pasted some
original wills and inventories found in 1903 in the basement of the town
hall. Many of these date from the seventeenth century and were
unknown to Austin when he compiled his Dictionary.

It cannot be emphasized strongly enough that there is no hard and fast
rqle for early Rhode Island town records. When visiting a town hall, it is
wise to take time enough to look around and become acquainted with the
arrangement of records before plunging into a search. If something is not
found in the logical book, look somewhere else. Clarence S. Brigham’s
compiled “Report on the Archives of Rhode Island” was published in the
Annual Report of the American Historical Association for The Year
1903 (Washington, 1904). It is to be hoped that this will be reprinted in a
more readily available form, for it remains the most complete and ac-
curate inventory and description of all records in each town hall and
every other public repository in the state, including everything up to the
date of its publication. Except for court records, most of the records are
now where they were then, although many town halls have moved to
more modern quarters. 'S By recent legislation, town clerks are forbidden
to dispose of any old records without first notifying the Division of Com-
gnunity Affairs, but no measures have yet been taken to enforce the rul-
ing.

While considering the original records kept in the towns, it must be
pointed out that these are in the care of each town clerk, who may or may
not be kindly disposed towards genealogical inquiry. Most are occupied
with the daily business of registering deeds and issuing beach permits and
have little interest in or knowledge about the earliest records in their
custody. A few tend to be overprotective, while a few others may seem
rather careless to those who realize the value of the old books. When go-
ing on a field trip to a town hall, it is a good idea to take along
photocopies of references from Arnold or other sources, for it may
otherwise be difficult to locate a particular entry. Some towns have good
indexes, others do not. A few have copies of Arnold’s volume pertaining
to their own records and a few have copies of Beaman’s books but do not
usually know how to interpret the references. It is best not to expect the
staff to know how to read handwriting of the seventeenth and eighteenth

15. Two exceptions are the early town council records of Smithfield, which in 1903 were in
a basement vault in the Cen}ral Falls City Hall and cannot now be located, and the early
vital records of Warren, which have disappeared within the past few years.
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centuries, though occasionally they can recommend a local historian who
may be able to help.

Those genealogists able and willing to take the time to browse through
town council records of the early years may find there more obscure
references to families who seem to have dropped out of sight. Each col-
onial Rhode Island town was a tiny welfare state which took care of its
own people, and the town council was in charge of all welfare matters.'¢
Individuals wishing to settle in town were required to present to the coun-
cil some proof of ownership of land or other means of support, lest they
become “chargeable” to the town, that is, dependent upon public sup-
port. Strangers staying in the homes of town residents were suspect, as
were all transients. Gregory Cooke, desirous of settling in South
Kingstown in December 1767, informed the council that he was born in
Philadelphia and was given until the following June to obtain a cer-
tificate from that city or leave town.'” In some cases bonds were given by
relatives to enable people to stay; these may provide clues to otherwise
unknown relationships. If suitable means of support could not be prov-
en, the persons concerned were “warned out,” or ordered to return to
the communities to which they belonged; if necessary the town constable
was ordered to remove them to the last place of residence. Litigation be-
tween towns sometimes arose over such matters as which held respon-
sibility for support of an illegitimate child.

On the other hand, legal inhabitants of a town who wished to move
elsewhere might request from the town council a certificate identifying
themselves. Those people who belonged there but fell on hard times were
taken care of out of the town treasury. In cases of need, a family member
might apply to the council for aid, and would be given food, clothing, or
lodging, as called for in any particular situation. Death records
sometimes are found in references to a few shillings granted someone for
making a coffin or digging a grave. With a parent’s permission, children
might be bound out, or apprenticed, to suitable people. Andrew Pitcher
of East Greenwich, whose father deserted the family in 1698, was bound
out to a Potowomut weaver named Greene at the age of three.'® When a
person or family known to have lived in a particular town disappears
without explanation from other records, the town council books should
always be searched.

Although deeds are recorded on the town level in Rhode Island, some
land evidence for the earliest years may also be found in the State Ar-
chives. Certain deeds for one reason or another ended up among the Col-
ony records, and these have been collected into four volumes called
“Rhode Island Land Evidence”; an abstract of the first volume is in print

16. See also Bruce C. Daniels, “Poor Relief, Local Finance, and Town Government in
Eighteenth-Century Rhode Island,” Rhode Island History, 40 (1981): 75-87.

17. South Kingstown Town Clerk's Office, Town Council & Probate Book, 5:194.
18. East Greenwich Town Clerk's Office, Town Council, 1:52.
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as Rhode Island Land Evidence, Volume I (Providence, 1921; reprint
ed., Baltimore, 1970).'° Further volumes at the Archives include also
notarial papers, such as powers of attorney, protests by ship captains,
and even an occasional apprenticeship indenture. There is a typed
abstract, inaccurately termed an index, to each volume, made by the late
Archivist, Miss Mary T. Quinn.

Early Proprietors’ records in some cases have survived in town halls
like East Greenwich and Jamestown, but in other instances are part of
private collections like the Harris Papers at Rhode Island Historical
Society. James in the bibliography of his Colonial Rhode Island provides
a thorough list and description.

Most towns have overall indexes to their deeds, though some, like
Coventry, use a difficult, archaic system said to have been marketed to
town clerks at one time. Others, such as Glocester, index only by the first
letter of surname and, since entries are not chronologically arranged, it is
necessary to continue to the end of the letter in order to pick up even all
early entries for any particular name. Some old books have individual in-
dexes in the front of each book, and where these have survived wear and
tear and rebinding, they may provide unexpected genealogical help. In
Glocester a deed was recently found indexed as “Obadiah Inman’s deed
from his father,” and in Charlestown one to “James Ladd from his father
John,”2? although the deeds themselves make no mention of any rela-
tionship. Since the index in each of these cases was in the handwriting of
the clerk who recorded the deed, it may safely be assumed to be contem-
porary evidence.

Until 1747, the Colony consisted of only the island of Aquidneck, tiny
Block Island, Providence, and the area south of the Blackstone River;
the territory to the east was part of Massachusetts. In that year, by royal
decree, the towns of Tiverton, Little Compton, Bristol, Warren and
Cumberland became part of Rhode Island, increasing its population by
5,000. It is important to remember that earliest records for these towns
do not conform to the pattern set in other Rhode Island communities
before that date, but rather to the rule in Massachusetts, where probate
and land records are kept in the county. At the time of the separation
Taunton replaced Bristol as county seat of Bristol County,
Massachusetts, and there both deeds and probates up to 1747 are
preserved, along with some of the early court records. The Fall River
District Deeds Registry has handwritten copies of deeds relating to the
Tiverton area before the separation,

Other early records for these towns will be found in the Massachusetts
Archives and among the court records kept by Suffolk County Superior

19. The index to the one volume in prim includes only grantees and grantors, omitting
witnesses and other names. Newport Historical Society has manuscript abstracts of the first
three volumes of land evidence.

20. Glocester Town Clerk’s Office, Deeds, 9:501; Charlestiown Town Clerk’s Office,
Deeds, 3:79.
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Court on the fourteenth floor of the court house in Boston. From 1686 to
1688, a short-lived attempt was made by King James II to unite all of
New England, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania as one colony under
Governor Edmund Andros, and during this time all estates over £50 were
required to be probated in Boston. Rhode Island wills and administra-
tions falling into this category were those of Philip Jones, Richard Barns,
Bartholomew Hunt, Sr., John Peabody, Mary Sisson, John Williams
and Joshua Coggeshall.2! At that time it was also necessary to obtain
marriage bonds in Boston; two good Quakers, Christopher Allen of
Newport and Elizabeth Leyouge of Little Compton were in 1687 married
“in Boston according to the cannons and constitutions of the Church of
England.”?? The original bonds are among Suffolk County court papers.

Record books of the Superior Court of Judicature held in Bristol
County, from 1693 to 1782, are among the court records kept by the
clerk of the Supreme Court of Suffolk County. These include many land
cases involving Tiverton and Little Compton people, and the files often
contain informative depositions. Reports of inquests are also found in
these court papers, which are kept in large bound scrapbooks. There are
surname and case indexes. The books themselves are kept in locked glass-
doored cupboards reaching from floor to ceiling, and any one search
may involve several volumes.

The Massachusetts Archives also contain interesting material on
Rhode Island families, such as the documents which tell a swashbuckling
tale of how Christopher Almy, Jr., with accomplice Nathaniel Warren,
both of Tiverton, in 1696 attempted to defraud privateer George Mount-
joy of Boston out of an impressive amount of plate and pieces of eight by
staging a fake robbery in that town. Depositions were made by several
neighbors from which it appears that Mountjoy got back his treasure,
and in typical Rhode Island style no one was really any the worse for the
incident.?3

Moving into the eighteenth century, the genealogist gradually leaves
the period covered by Austin, but Arnold remains a basic printed
resource until 1850. The town records, as time progresses, become better
organized and easier to read with deeds and probates in properly
separated books, although vital records are still likely to be found mixed
in with town council matters. As the populations of the older towns
increased, new towns were set off.24 If a family lived for several

21. See Winifred Lovering Holman and Mary Lovering Holman, “Suffolk County Probate
(1686-1692)," The American Genealogist, 12 (1935-1936): 175-177, 13 (1936-1937): 98-106,
and 14 (1937-1938): 34-45, and also G. A. Taylor, “Stray Wills at Suffolk County, (Mass.)
Probate Registry,” The American Genealogist, 13 (1936-1937): 55-56.

22. South Kingstown Town Clerk’s Office, transcript of North Kingstown Town Council,
Book 1, p. 32b (from back of the book).

23. Massachusetts Archives, 40:592-604.

24. In 1723 Kings Towne was divided into North and South Kingstown, in 1731 Smithfield,
Glocester and Scituate were set off from Providence and incorporated as towns, in 1741
Coventry was taken from Warwick and West Greenwich from East Greenwich, in 1738
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generations in a town that was taken from an older one, its records
would be found in the parent town up to the date of separation. For in-
stance, to properly document the history of a family who lived in Foster
in 1800, one would have to search not only the Foster records, but those
of Scituate and of Providence for the appropriate periods of time, taking
into consideration also that deeds may have been recorded some time
after the actual date of transaction and may therefore be somewhere
other than the logical place.

Although almost all records are kept in the office of each town clerk,
there are a few exceptions. Early Smithfield records, along with those of
Lincoln, are kept at the city hall in Central Falls. Early North Providence
records are kept at Pawtucket City Hall. The early probate, town coun-
cil, and town meeting records of Johnston, which was set off from Provi-
dence in 1759, are in the probate office at Providence City Hall;
Johnston’s deeds are in its own town hall. In a few cases there are some
transcriptions of records in other town offices; these will be noted in Ap-
pendix A.

Newport is a special situation. The British occupied the entire island
for three years during the Revolution, and when they retreated to New
York in 1779, the Tory sheriff, Walter Chaloner, took with him the town
records. The ship carrying them sank in New York Harbor. Through the
efforts of General Washington, alerted to the loss by General Nathaniel
Greene, the records were salvaged after a few days in the water, but they
were left in a storehouse for three years before being returned to
Newport. Researchers were then permitted to use them, reducing many
papers to fragments; eventually what survived was preserved by the then
popular Emery process, in which documents were placed between layers
of fine silk. They were then bound into scrapbooks. The Newport
Historical Society has two sets of these volumes, one for deeds and one
for town council records, along with a card index to each; but because of
fragmentation and fading, the original papers are very difficult to read.

Newport records for the period after the Revolution to the present day
are at the city hall, where there is a separate office for probate. Deeds are
in the office of the city clerk, and quite well indexed although a few ap-
pear to have been missed.?5 The city clerk also has a card index to births,
marriages and deaths.

If searches through Austin, Arnold, and the records available in town
offices prove negative or incomplete, there are other resources to con-
sider. The kind of church records which exist in Massachusetts or Con-
necticut are simply not available for Rhode Island, where, except for

Charlestown from Westerly, in 1743 Exeter from North Kingstown, in 1747 Richmond
from Charlestown, in 1757 Hopkinton from Westerly, in 1770 Barrington from Warren,
and in 1781 Foster from Scituate.
25. In a recent effort to film deeds for microfiche, pages were cut from some deed books;
when discovered, it was found that margins were not sufficient for rebinding, but some
restoration is reportedly planned.
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New Shoreham, people from the beginning “thought otherwise.” There
are a few Congregational church records at the town halls in Bristol and
Little Compton, dating from the years when those towns were part of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, and among the Suffolk court records are a
couple of lists censuring some Bristol residents for not attending
meetings of public worship. The Massachusetts Archives has a petition
from the inhabitants of Tiverton in 1709 protesting a tax levied on them
for support of a minister. As the early fervor for individuality of beliefs
faded, it left behind a diversity of creeds with widely varied systems of
record keeping.

The first Quaker missionaries arrived from England in 1657 and found
waiting for them a large number of Rhode Islanders who already be-
lieved in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit but who badly needed some
kind of religious structure. Quakerism thus gained a quick foothold, pro-
viding yet another bone of contention with Massachusetts. Many
Aquidneck families like the Eastons and Coggeshalls became Friends,
and Mary Dyer, wife of William Dyer of Newport, was hanged on
Boston Common for her repeated insistence on preaching her beliefs
there.

Quakers are traditionally known for the fine records they keep. Their
marriage records often state names of parents and places of residence,
and include a list of witnesses which can usually be counted on to contain
the names of some relatives. The minutes of their monthly meetings
record such matters as dismissals of members for having taken part in
military endeavors or for marrying out of meeting, censures to parents
who permitted their children to marry out, and certificates given
members to travel to or settle in other parts of the country or brought by
members from other meetings. Few Friends lived so quietly that they
were not noted in the records at one time or another.

Volume 7 of Arnold’s Vital Record contains births, marriages and
deaths for Rhode Island Friends and Narragansett Friends, arranged
alphabetically. It is unfortunate that he did not include the names of
witnesses to marriages, which add so much to the value of the
Shrewsbury, New Jersey, Friends records as published by John E.

Stillwell in Volume 1 of his Historical and Genealogical Miscellany (New

York, 1903). These New Jersey records will be of interest to many with
early Rhode Island ancestry, for there was a close sea link between
Newport and New Jersey in the late seventeenth century, and one of the
earliest migrations out of Rhode Island was that of a number of Quaker
families from Newport and Portsmouth who settled in Monmouth Coun-
ty. Records of the Allens, Parkers, Cooks, Bordens, Tallmans and
Greenes are but a few found in both places.

The original Friends records for Rhode Island, which included
Newport, Portsmouth, and some Jamestown records, are at the Newport
Historical Society. Those for the rest of the colony are in the manuscripts
department of the Rhode Island Historical Society, where a special
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curator who is a member of the Society of Friends is available one day a
week for researchers who want to consult with hf:r or to use the records.
There are microfilm copies of these in the main reading room of the
library, along with microfilm of Friends records from all over New
En(g)ls:]c(iérs tended to travel a good deal. Early Rhode I_s.lanq was closely
linked by trade with Barbados, and some Quaker families like the Rod-
mans lived there before coming to New England; others mf)ved’ b‘a:ck and
forth. For records on these families, see G. Andrews Moriarty’s ﬁgrba-
dian Notes” in the Register, 67 (1913): 360-371. Many Quakers migrated
out of Rhode Island, not only to New Jerse.y .but to Dutchf:s§ County,
New York; a few, like Ephraim Bull and William Borden, joined Nan-
tucket Quakers in a small migration to North Carolina about 1750. Even
before the Revolution, many moved into New York State and may be
followed in records of Friends meetings thqre, px_’escntly kept at the
Haviland Records Room of the Society of F.nends in New Yc_:rk City.
Two Anglican churches were established in Rhode Island in th'e last
decade of the seventeenth century. Trinity Church had a congregation at
Newport for some time before an actual church was built, as did §t.
Paul’s at Narragansett. With the home government in England lending
an encouraging hand, both soon gained members from among the
wealthy merchant families, some of whom were alrgady Quaker§.
Gabriel Bernon, a prominent Huguenot merchar_n, was _mstrungental in
founding a third Anglican Church, St. John.’s,‘ in Provndqnce in 1727.
The earliest surviving baptismal record of Trinity Church is 1709; bgp-
tisms and marriages have been printed in Arnold’s volume IQ, but like
his other abstracts have lost the value to be found in chro_nologlcal order.
The original Trinity records have recently been deposited at Newport
Historical Society. Annals of Trinity Church., Newpgrt, R.1., 1698-1821,
ed. George C. Mason (Newport, 1890) provides a history of th‘at cpurch
with references to members, but of more value to geneglo.gxsts is ghe
three-volume History of the Narragansett Chzfrch by Wllkl.ns Upghke
(Boston, 1907), which includes a literal transcript of the parish register
from 1718 to 1774 and fairly complete genealog_ncal notes on the various
families mentioned. Records of this chqrch, yvl_uch was physncally moved
in 1800 to the town of Wickford from its original location, are included
in Arnold’s volume 10 and cover the period 1718 to 1875. Bibricis”
se Rhode Islanders who fell heir to Roger Williams’s “Bi licist” ap-
pr::(gl to religion, as opposed to the mystigism of Anne.HutcthQn and
her followers, soon divided into several varieties of B‘aptlsts who fixffered
from one another on certain and often rather fine points of doctrine. The
Seventh Day, or Sabbatarian, Baptists, who obs_erved the Sabbath on
Saturday, the “seventh day,” established a chur_c_h in Ne»ypprt abqut 1661
under the leadership of Samuel Hubbard. Families who joined this group
included the Maxsons, Burdicks and Crandalls, a.nd a second Sab-
batarian Church was soon founded at Westerly, which for a long time
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had no other church. The records of both churches are now at Newport
Historical Society and may be of interest to genealogists although, like
other Baptists, they did not practice infant baptism and considered
spiritual events in the life of an individual of more interest than the
physical events which genealogy strives to reconstruct.

Baptist ministers traditionally considered records of marriages per- *

formed by them to be personal property which they retained if they
moved to other churches. Many such records were included by Arnold in
volumes 7, 8, 10 through 13, and 21 of his Vital Record, under the names
of the ministers concerned, such as “Michael Eddy’s Marriages” or
“Gardner Thurston’s Marriages.” The originals of many of these are in
the Newport Historical Society, as are early records of Newport’s Con-
gregational churches, the First Baptist Church, and a Moravian church
founded there in 1749. The Rhode Island Historical Society has some
original church records, and some records are still with the churches, as
is the case with the Stone Church (Six Principle Baptist) in Tiverton and
the Second Baptist Church of Newport. The Westerly Library, which
had held the records of some churches in that area, returned them a few
years ago to the churches concerned.

There have been several attempts to inventory the church records of
Rhode Island,?¢ but the most up-to-date list of such records and their
whereabouts is held by the State Archives and was made when the
Church of Latter Day Saints was microfilming in Rhode Island. It in-
cludes all churches up to about 1970, indicating what records were
located for each and where the originals were kept, some of them in
private hands. Information may be obtained by contacting the Archivist.

Colonial Newport had a substantial Jewish congregation, most of its
members of Portuguese or Spanish origin who arrived by way of New
Amsterdam, Holland or Curagao. The General Assembly in 1684 accord-
ed them the same protection extended to other strangers, and many later
became freemen of the colony. An early group who had arrived in
Newport about 1656 had dispersed by 1700, and a new influx took place
in the 1750s. The Touro Synagogue, designed by Peter Harrison of
Newport, an Anglican, and built with the help of contributions from
Jews throughout the British Empire, was dedicated in 1763 at Hannuk-
kah. Families like those of Aaron Lopez, the Riveras and Naphtali Hart
played a vital role in Newport’s commercial life until the Revolution. The
Newport Historical Society has a large collection of Lopez’s cor-
respondence and papers. For an account of the Jews in Newport, see

26. Earlier inventories of church records include: Rhode Island State Record Commis-
sioner, Annual Report (1906): “Church Records, Abstract from Returns of Custodians of
Records on File in State Record Commissioner’s Office”; original questionnaires now at
R.1. Archives; Historical Records Survey, Directory of Churches and Religious Organiza-
tions of Rhode Island, (Providence, 1939); Historical Records Survey, Division of Com-
munity Service Projects, Works Project Administration, Inventory of the Church Archives
of Rhode Island, (Providence, 1941).
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“The Israelites in Rhode Island” by Reverend Frederic Denisqn, in Nar-
ragansett Historical Register, 4 (1885-1886): 301-317. A Biographical
Dictionary of Early American Jews, Colonial 7:1mes through 1800.by
Joseph R. Rosenbloom (Lexington, Ky., 1960) includes much specific
genealogical information about the early Newport Jewish famllles..

A French Huguenot settlement was attempted at East Greenwich in the
1680s, but rival land claims soon forced these peoplc to leave that area. A
few, like their leader, Daniel Ayrault, remained in Rhode Island, wher.e
they were assimilated into the population; some names became anglx-
cized, i.e. Lemoine to Mooney or Mawney, Ganeaux to Gano, Targé t(’),
Tourgee. “Records of the French Church at N.arraga.nsett, 1686-1691,
translated by Effingham de Forest, were printed in the New York
Genealogical and Biographical Record, 70 (1939): 236-24 l., 359-365, a.nd
71 (1940): 51-61. See also Elisha Potter Reynolds, “Memqlrs .Con_cern!ng
the French Settlements in Colonial Rhode lsland., in Rider, Historical
Tracts, first series, no. S (1879); reprint ed., Baltimore, 1968. )

Diaries are often useful in genealogical research, gnd Rhode Island is
fortunate to have had a number of people who left journals of valug to
the genealogist as well as the historian. John Comer, pastor of the First
and then of the Second Baptist Church of Newport gnul 1732, kept a
diary which was published as volume 8 (1893), Col_lecnons of the Rhode
Island Historical Society. Better known is The Literary Qlafy of Ezra
Stiles (ed. Franklin B. Dexter; 3 vols., New York, 1901), minister of the
Second Congregational Church of Newport wh(_) later went onto becom_e
president of Yale. Dr. Stiles kept records of his pastoral visits, and his
wide interests brought him into contact with many from other congrega-
tlolg'l;eg Burroughs, a Baptist minister who was born in Newporg bqt
lived and worked in Tiverton and Little Compton. from 1774 until his
death in 1800, kept a remarkably frank and open diary of most of th_ose
years which has been published by the Rhode Islan_d Genealogical Society
as Peleg Burroughs’s Journal, 1778-1 79(?: The Tiverton, !i.l., Years of
the Humbly Bold Baptist Minister, edited by Ruth V\_lllder Sherman
(Warwick, R.1., 1981). Because he lived among the or‘dma‘ry people of
that rural area, his comments and observations about h!s neighbors both
add to our historical knowledge olf theh times and provide much geneal-

ical information not available elsewhere. .
ogﬁ.?frey Watson, a South Kingstown Friem:.l, kept a c!lary from .1740'to
1784; manuscript copies by Caroline E. Robinson are in several hbral.'les
and genealogical abstracts were printed in tl_le R_hode Island Genealqgrcal
Register, 3 (1980-1981): 1-17. Thomas Benjamin Hazard, also a Fnex}d,
kept Nailor Tom’s Diary from 1778 to 1840 (Boston, 1930), including
thousands of references to births, marriages and fieatk_ls of pepple he
knew. It lacks an index, but the Rhode Island Hlstpncz}l Society hfts
several handwritten notebooks of abstracted ger.le?logw'al items from it.
Redwood Library at Newport has most of the original diary, except for a
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small portion which is at the Newport Historical Society. The almanacs
of Harris Smith covered much of the nineteenth century in South Kings-
town and nearby areas; the Rhode Island Historical Society has a typed
index of genealogical items from these.

One of the foremost difficulties in Rhode Island genealogical research
is to determine an ancestor’s specific home town. The most direct way to
attack this problem is through use of census records. Although the first
Rhode Island colony census was ordered in 1706 by the General
Assembly, the earliest known to be extant today is the 1730 census for the
town of Portsmouth and for part of South Kingstown. These list the
number of inhabitants, both black and white, in each household. The
Portsmouth schedule, discovered in the Portsmouth Scrapbook, was
published in Rhode Island Roots, 7 (1981): 16, 17, and it is hoped that
the 1730 lists for some other towns may yet be found. Many towns have
tax lists dating from before the Revolution, either in the town offices, in
the State Archives, or at the Rhode Island Historical Society.

The first actual census that has survived almost in its entirety is that of
1774, which has been printed with an index (Baltimore, 1969); the
original is in the Archives. Returns for the town of New Shoreham
(Block Island) are missing. Listed are heads of households, with other
members of the family enumerated by sex and whether under or over six-
teen years of age. The number of Blacks and Indians in each household is
included. This census is particularly valuable in that it caught at home
many people who had moved elsewhere by the time the next full census
was taken in 1782, The population of Rhode Island, which had increased
almost 50 percent from 1755 to a high of 59,678 in 1774, declined to
55,011 by 1776 and still further to 51,869 by 1782.27 Some Loyalists left
during this period, but much of the decline reflects the waning economy
which drove Newport merchants and tradesmen to seek opportunity
elsewhere and farmers to migrate into newly opened western lands.

Although earlier censuses appear not to have survived, it is possible to
locate individuals within the colony by means of an index of freemen that
is kept at the State Archives. This card index includes every man who ap-
pears on the various lists turned in by the towns over the years. A
freemen normally was a man at least twenty-one years of age who owned
some real estate in town and was thus both privileged to vote in town
meetings and obligated to hold town office if chosen to do so.2*

In 1746 the General Assembly passed an act requiring that all freemen
take an oath against bribery and corruption, which meant that all
freemen in the colony at that time had to take the oath and be readmitted

27. Coleman, Peter 1., The Transformation of Rhode Island, 1790-1860 (Providence,
1969), p. 21.

28. Occasional exceptions to this formula are seen. Sometimes a young man who had in-
herited land from a deceased father would be admitted freeman before he was 21, and one

also finds cases where the son of a prosperous landowning father was allowed freeman
status even though no deed for land appeared in his own name,
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; } ating what amounts to a census of men entitled to vote at
ih 17‘(‘1’:1,t<t:hli‘s'ocrrz listg of those men admitted from 1747 througp 1755,
:lla; witix a careful explanation of the evolution of qualit"!catlons for
frgerian status from 1638 to 1760, see Bruce C. MacGunnigle, Rhode
Island Freemen, 1747-1755 (Balumore., 1977). The original hst§ for the
ntire colonial period are at the Archives, arranged chronologically by
:ach town; many are included in Bartlett. _ . Rhod

Another extremely valuable resource for logaung pegplc in Rho le
Island and discovering what matters they were involved in are the peti-
tions to the General Assembly, also kept at the Archives. These'were
placed in bound. volumes many years ago and a thorough card index
made to the whole set. Each voll{me also has a typed index bound {n_the
front, as well as an abstract showing the date and nature of each petition.
These cover a variety of concerns both pub!lc and private; most are peti-
tions by inhabitants of a particular town, like those of Glocester who in
1750 requested that the bridge across the river at Chepachet be
mended.2? As the population of the towns mcrea_lsed, members of their
trained bands petitioned that new bands be established so that some men
would not have so far to travel in bad weathen:. Townsmen petitioned to
have counterfeiting neighbors releaseq from jail, or to ask tha}t a new
grist mill be permitted in town, and petitions for new bank§ and issues of
paper money were commonplace. From these lists of signatures one
learns who lived where and with whom, as well as what their immediate
concerns were, all items of interest to the genealgglst.

In 1777, by order of the General Assembly, a military census was t‘:xke_:n
to determine the number of men in the colopy able to bear armg. Within
each town, all men are listed in age groupings: from 16 to 50, able or
unable, from 50 to 60, able or unable, ax:nd from 60 up. If for some
reason a man considered it against his conscience to serve, as was the case
with Quakers, he might take an affirmation of loyalty to the government
or present a certificate from his Friends Meetmg, and that fact was du}y
noted. The census included Negroes, Ind{ans, and Mustees, the name in
common use for those who were half Indian and hglf Negro. Residences
of men belonging to towns other than that in which they were
enumerated were listed; many Aquidneck men went from the IslaI}d dur-
ing the British occupation to serve from nearby towns on the rpamland.
There are no returns for the occupied towns, qutsmouth, Mnddletgwn
and Newport, and none appears to have .survwed for E.xeter, l.,lttle
Compton and New Shoreham. This census is currently being publls.hed
for the first time in Rhode Island Roots, 7 (l9§l): 43-51 and ongoing,
transcribed by Mildred Mosher Chamberlain from thq ongmgl
manuscript in the Rhode Island Archives. At present the only index toit
is the card file on revolutionary soldiers and sailors, kept at the Archives,
which will be discussed along with other military records.

29. Petitions to the General Assembly, Rhode Island Archives, 7:165.
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The next census was taken in 1782 and listed within each town the
heads of households, numbers of males and females under 16, from 16 to
22, from 22 to 50, and over 50, as well as numbers of Indians, mulattoes,
and blagks. The original manuscript is at Rhode Island Historical Society
along with a microfilm copy and a typewritten copy, containing some er-
rors?%, which was transcribed by Katherine V. Waterman and printed in
the Register, 127 (1973): 3-17, 138-150, 216-229, 302-312; 128 (1974):
49-63, 124-135, 214-224, 293-304; and 129 (1975): 53-67, 270-277,
37?-387. The entire census is now in print alphabetically in book form,
edntqd by Jay Holbrook (Oxford, Mass., 1979), incorporating data from
tax lists to supply information for the towns of Smithfield and North
Providence, which were missing from the original schedules.
- Th_e first federal census of Rhode Island, made in 1790, has long been
in print with an index. Recent indexes for succeeding federal censuses up
through 1850 have been published by Accelerated Index Systems of Pro-
vo, _Utah, and are available at the Rhode Island Historical Society, the
Society, and many other libraries with genealogical collections.?! In 1865
the state began taking decennial censuses, which will be described in con-
nection with other records available for research in the nineteenth cen-
tury.

There are for Rhode Island numerous collections of cemetery records,
more p{qperly called gravestone inscriptions, but these are scattered; for
a definitive guide, see David Dumas, “Rhode Island Grave Records,”
Rhode Island Roots, 3 (1977): 1-6. One of the largest collections is that
made by James Arnold, working in the last decades of the nineteenth
century; this is divided between the Rhode Island Historical Society and
ng!n Memorial Library (also known as the Elmwood Library) in
Providence. Toward the end of his life Arnold had a disagreement with
one qf the officers of the Rhode Island Historical Society and left his re-
maining records to the Knight Library with the provision that they re-
main there, where a small room has been set aside for them; it contains
also some other genealogical material, mostly printed books. There is a
complete card index to the gravestone records, which are typed and fill
several loose-leaf notebooks, arranged by town; they include complete
inscriptions and often descriptions of the stones, many of which have
long since disappeared. The Rhode Island Historical Society has a five-
volume handwritten set of Scituate gravestones copied by Arnold from
1891 to 1904, and also sets of inscriptions for Warwick, Cranston, Lin-
coln, and Coventry, all with indexes prepared by John H. Wells.

Another important collection of gravestone inscriptions, by Charles

—5 and Martha Benns, is in typescript at the East Greenwich Public Library.

30. In the 1782 census as printed in the Register, all residents of Jamestown are listed in
Tiverton, all residents of Portsmouth in Middletown, and some residents of Scituate in
Foster.

MR shoutd perhaps be noted that these computerired indexes contain a fairdy high
aumber of crrors and omissions.
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The index is divided into several sections, each of which shoqld be ex-
amined. The Rhode Island Historical Society has a copy of tpe index and
a microfilm copy of the records; there is a copy al§o in the Llprary of .the
Daughters of the American Revolution in Washington. Th_ls collection
covers stones from all over Rhode Island and also neighboring towns in

Massachusetts and Connecticut. The Rhode Island Historical Society has |

three volumes of handwritten records made many years ago b‘y George J’.’
Harris, entitled “A Visitation to the Cemeteries of Ancient ngstowpe.
These are not indexed, and although scanning through them is a time-
consuming business, it is well worth the effort for someone working on a
family that lived in King’s (now Washington) Cpumy. _

The Newport Historical Society has an extensive collecugn of rec0(ds
of gravestones on the island of Aquidneck, most in {nanuscnpt. These in-
clude copies made by Dr. Henry Turner of stones in the Newport Com-
mon Burial Ground, the large and very old cemetery sprawled over the
hill in the heart of the city. Many attempts have been mgde to record the
inscriptions in this historic burial ground but no one list appears to be
complete. Typescript versions at the Society do not mclu.de al} the stones
recorded in other compilations, and still others are described in Newpprt
Historical Society Bulletin, no. 10 (Dec. 1913)5 3-46. Ne.w'port }ixstorgcal
Society has a huge map of the cemetery, made in 1903, dmdegl into grids,
with an attempt to map the stones then standing; a recent index to ghe
grid map made by Edwin Connally provides the best chance of locating
specific stones in that interesting and ancient cemetery.

An alphabetized list of inscriptions from Newport, Middletown and
Portsmouth appeared in a Newport paper many years ago, a;md a copy of
these clippings, without date, is included in one of Arnold’s notebooks,
labelled “Newport,” in the Knight Library. nge of the finer examples of
early gravestone art in Newport are included in the 'phot'ograph collection
of Daniel Farber at the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, and
although this is not designed for genealogical purposes, the searcher may
well find pictured there the stone of an ancestor. ]

The Historic Graves Commission for Rhode Island in 197Q llstgd all
cemeteries and family burying grounds designated “historical,”
alphabetized the names by which they are known, and_ cor_related the
names with the numbers which appear on the square white signs placed
years ago in historical cemeteries. The Archives and Rhode Island
Historical Society have copies of the master list. Unforgunately, some
small old grounds, among them the plot off Glen Road in Por.tsmouth
where John Cook (1630-1691) and his wife Mary Bgrden are buried, were
never designated historical and have thus been omitted. .Each town clerk
has a map of historical cemeteries within the town. A unique protglem ex-
ists for Tiverton and Little Compton, however, in that stones in these
two towns were copied some years ago by three very capab)e

genealogists, Grace (Stafford) Durfee, Waldo C. Sp_rague and'BenJarmn
F. Wilbour, who assigned to them numbers of their own which do not



196 Rhode Island Genealogy [suLy

correspond to numbers given to them as historical cemeteries. These
transcripts were printed in the Register, 1961-1964 (see Appendix A),
with typescript copies deposited at the Society and the Rhode Island
Historical Society. In order to locate any of the burial grounds con-
cerned, it is best to consult the directions given in the transcript by
Durfee, Sprague and Wilbour before examining the map at the town
hall.

Providence has two large cemeteries, North Burial Ground and Swan
Point, to which were made removals from small family burying grounds.
The Rhode Island Historical Society has some inscriptions from North
Burial Ground, made about 1925 by Dr. Frank T. Calef, who also copied
stones in the smaller Locust Grove Cemetery, Actual records of in-

terments in North Burial Ground are kept at the cemetery office, but "

these are chronological and unindexed; to find a particular entry one
must have an approximate date. Providence City Archives has the
business records of that cemetery, which contain information on owners
of lots; some of these records are somewhat incongruously included in
volumes 18 and 19 of the printed Early Records of the Town of Provi-
dence. The more modern Swan Point Cemetery has excellent records,
useful to genealogists, and these are on microfilm at Rhode Island
Historical Society.

Military records for Rhode Island men are available both in print and
in manuscript. A listing of men who served in both military and civil
capacities is provided by Joseph J. Smith, Civil and Military List of
Rhode Island, 1647-1850, 3 volumes (Providence, 1900-1907); for the
Revolutionary War, however, this names only officers of state units. The
original index, which included only surnames, was replaced by a full
name index published in 1907. In addition to Bodge’s History of King
Philip’s War, another source for the period up to 1700 is Ebenezer W.
Pierce’s Colonial Lists: Civil, Military and Professional Lists of
Plymouth and Rhode Island Colonies (Boston, 1881; reprint ed.,
Baltimore, 1968).

Because of her commercial dependence upon the sea, Rhode Island
was actively drawn into the struggles between England and other Euro-
pean countries known broadly as the colonial wars. A great number of
men served on privateering ships. Many a Rhode Island ancestor
marched off to Canada or Crown Point, sometimes at a more advanced
age than seems reasonable today, and many more lent their horses for
shorter journeys. There are in the State Archives a series of volumes con:
taining original documents such as muster rolls, pay receipts, and
disbursements for services and goods supplied for the troops; the only in-
dex for these is in each volume. Of interest to those seeking information
about this period are three books by Howard M. Chapin, Rhode Island
in the Colonial Wars: A List of Rhode Island Soldiers & Sailors in King
George's War, 1740-1748 (Providence, 1920), Rhode Island Privateers in
King George’s War, 1739-1748 (Providence, 1926), and A List of Rhode
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Island Soldiers and Sailors in the Old French anq Indian War, 1755-1762
(Providence, 1918). See also Society of Colonial Wars, thde Island,
Nine Muster Rolls of Rhode Island Troops EIl/lSlet"l During the Old
French War (Providence, 1915), and Clarkson A. C(_)llms, A Must_er Roll
of Newport County Troops Sent Towar.d {llbany in 1757 (Provnc’i’ence,
1961). “Muster Rolls of New York Provincial Troop_s, 1755-1764,” New
York Historical Society Collections, vol. 24 (1891), includes names and
physical descriptions of many men who gave Rhode Isl.and as birthplace
when enlisting in New York regiments during that period. . o

For Revolutionary service records, the best printed source is Bqnjamm
Cowell’s Spirit of ‘76 in Rhode Island (Providence, 1850; reprint ed.,
with index Baltimore, 1973), originally indexed in Arnolgl’s Volume .12.
There is in the State Archives a card index to Revol}ltlonary soldiers
made by the late Miss Mary T. Quinn. This may contain more than one
card or slip of paper for the same man, since information was drawn
from a variety of sources which are noted on each card. These lncludg the
military census of 1777, the Cowell Collection, the Shepley Collection,
now at the Rhode Island Historical Society, the Pardon Gray Seapury
Papers at New Bedford Public Library, and a nu_mber of §ma|l private
collections not easily accessible today. Also used in compiling the index
were federal pension records, more readily available now by means of. the
National Genealogical Society’s Index to Revolutionqry War Pensions
(Washington, 1976). The Rhode Island Historical So_cn;t_y has a growing
collection of microfilm reels of pension records,’ initiated by Rh_ode
Island Society of Mayflower Descendants, to which further con.tnbg—
tions may be made by interested persons or groups. The Benjamin
Cowell Collection at John Hay Library, Brown University (catangued _
under the Rider Collection) contains original correspondence _havmg to
do with pension applications; you may find there two_versions of. a
deposition, the one that was done “off the cuff,” containing some in-
teresting side lights on the pensioners and their families, and the offl.mal
version which was edited and sent off to Washington. There are eight
volumes, each with an index of sorts.

Throughout the history of Rhode Island a relationship with tk_le sea
was the one thing shared by almost everyone. The sea was the mainstay
of the colony’s economic life; directly or indirectly everyone was to some
extent dependent upon it. Much of the travel within the colony was by
water, the predominant routes being east and west across Narragansett
Bay and the Sakonnet River by ferries rather than north and south. A
History of Rhode Island Ferries 1640-1923 by Anna Augusta and Cha'r!es
V. Chapin (Providence, 1925) reveals that many Rhode Island families
were directly involved at some time, either as ferry 'keepers, or as pro-
prietors of one of the licensed public houses which stood near the
wharves for the comfort and entertainment of travelers who waited for
the next boat. )

Privateering was everybody’s business in early Rhode Island, with
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prize shares distributed to each member of the crew down to cabin boy;
many young men shipped on such vessels before settling down, just as
later men might sign on trading ships for a couple of voyages in order to
make enough money to buy a good farm. Ships often were owned by
several men in shares, the master included, in order to divide the risk.
The genealogist should remember that there may be maritime records
which contain information relevant to any Rhode Island family. The
State Archives has manuscript material on maritime affairs and some for
masters of vessels. The Works Progress Administration produced a series
of volumes, fully indexed, describing ships built and fitted out at various
ports, including Newport, Providence, Bristol and Warren. Volume 2 of
Field's State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations at the Turn of
the Century contains a list of Rhode Island ships with names of their
masters. Howard W. Preston, Rhode Island and the Sea (Providence,
1932) also lists privateer ships active during the colonial wars. Informa-
tion on crews of privateering vessels is included in some of the sources
given above for military records.

After the Revolution, impressment into the British Navy became a
problem and the Seaman’s Protection Registration was instituted to pro-
vide mariners with identification papers. These certificates, issued
through the customs houses in various ports, are of genealogical value,
often including place and date of birth. There are collections of these in

. both the Newport Historical Society and Rhode Island Historical Socie-
ty. The New Bedford Public Library also has an immensely valuable in-
dex to crews of whaling ships from that port, by means of which it is
possible to find a physical description of a sailor ancestor and to follow
his career on different ships up to the Civil War period. Men came from
all over Rhode Island and from areas as far away as New Jersey and
western New York State to ship on the whalers, and in these lists may oc-
casionally be found clues to the whereabouts of families who had left
Rhode Island a generation or so earlier.

Newport’s wealth depended upon the sea, and when her trade was cut
off by the British occupation during the Revolution, her position slipped
rapidly and never recovered. Merchants moved elsewhere, many settling
in southern seaport cities, others in New Bedford or Providence, both of
which continued to grow. Rhode Island’s population declined as western
lands opened up and people began migrating out in large numbers, some
to western Massachusetts and Vermont and even Pennsylvania and Ohio,
but especially to New York State. For many genealogists this period
presents the greatest difficulty, for once a family left Rhode Island the
name of the town from which they came was likely to be obscured, with
later records of them stating birthplace as simply “Rhode Island,” or
sometimes even “Providence,” the two being almost synonymous to peo-
ple who were unfamiliar with both.

Although in such cases a search must begin with the records of the
place to which the family migrated, there are sources in Rhode Island
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to locate the town of origin. One of the better aids in trac-
g:;lblg?l? r}r‘;lr;::hants who moved to other cities and yeomen farmers who
went westward are newspaper records. Several papers in Prov1.den_ce Ia::ld
Newport regularly printed brief death apd marriage notices which inclu }
ed items from all over the country having to do with peogle formerly o
Rhode Island. Arnold, in his volumes 12 througl_l 21, puphshed abstracts
of such notices, arranged by newspaper and time period, t[len alpha-
betically. The newspapers themselves may be gonsulted on rplcroﬁlm at
Rhode Island Historical Society, but often give no more information
than that included by Arnold. . . .

The Newport Historical Society maintains a large card index arrange
alphabetically by surname which includes., among many other th"';‘glf’
references to such notices which appeared in the Newport Mercury.“ e
Society has some original copies of early newspapers, as well as
photostats and microfilm of others. The New Bedfor:d Morning A{ercury
also noted marriages and deaths, 1807-!87‘4, covering nearby Twerlt)?_n
and Little Compton areas, and there is in the New Bedford Px:1 ic
Library a typed index to these.3? Occasionally events were notti: I|‘n
Boston newspapers as well, so that it may be wont-lwhlle to consll; t the
widely available indexes to the Columbian Centinel and the Boston
ws-Letter. i

Wfrl:ghlz:? aid to locating emigrant Rhode _Islander_s may be foun_d ina
new quarterly, The Rhode Island Genealogical Register, in a continuing

series of articles entitled “They Left Rhode Island,” consisting of L=

references found in deeds and probates gf yarious Rhode Island towns tt]o
people then living in other places. This is valuable for clues, bl'!IE the
original document cited must be checked to learn the full content. ov;n
deed books contain many such references, usually in cases where t l(:
grantors were already living elsewhere when the_y sold their l;xnd t;?ch
home. Probate records sometimes include receipts f(_)r legacies w 1cf
show where the heirs were then living. The same series n;cludes namles 3
people listed in the 1850 census of other states as born in Rhode Island.
One old tactic helpful in solving this ku}d of ger_lealoglcal problem is to
examine the names of neighbors and friends w1tl:n whom the ancestor
associated in his new place of settlement. People dxd' not usually mlﬁrate
alone, and hopefully there will be among the population of the new li)n‘;e
town a name which can be easily located on the 1774 census of R g e
Island. Its small size, combined with the fact.that certain names ten lfg
be concentrated in particular towns, makes this approach unusually vali
research.
forR};l:\grc;lles Ig}'a?l?e sizable migration of Rhode Is_land people to Canada
which occurred about 1758 were printed in an article p):’l?ay Greene Hul-
ing in “The Rhode Island Emigration to Nova Scotia” in Narraganseit

32. The Society and Rhode Island Historical Society each have copies of death index
1807-1845. :
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Historical Register, 7 (1889): 89-136. This involved families from Ports-
mouth, Newport, and the Narragansett Country who moved into Nova
Scotia, which had been recently recovered from the French, and had
nothing to do with political sympathies; some men returned to fight in
the Revolution. A more recent article by Thaire H. Adamson in Rhode

Island Genealogical Register, 3 (1980-1981): 145-148, discusses the Nova
—> Scotia settlers and material available on them. This and other early
migrations are briefly covered by G. Andrews Moriarty in “Migrations
from Rhode Island in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries,” Na-
tional Genealogical Society Quarterly, 47 (1959): 70, 71, 197.

The nineteenth century brought industrialization to Rhode Island,
with a shift of capital from maritime operations into manufacturing that
began before the War of 1812.33 Along the Blackstone River northwest
of Providence and also in Fall River, which soon overshadowed Tiverton
on the east side of the Sakonnet, good water power encouraged the
development of the textile mills which became the primary source of
wealth in Rhode Island. As the mills grew, so did the population of Irish
and Canadian French who came to work in them. When Central Falls
was incorporated in 1895, nearly half its population was foreign born,
from French Canada, England and Ireland.?* By the end of the century,
Rhode Island had the highest proportion of foreign-born of any state in
the Union, one in every three inhabitants, and it had become a
predominantly Catholic state.’s Italians, Portuguese and other na-
tionalities added to its diversity.

It is suggested that genealogists interested in Catholic records and
history look at Catholicism in Rhode Island: The Formative Era by
Patrick T. Conley and Matthew J. Smith (Providence, 1976). As this
work notes, at first there were two distinct Catholic groups, the Irish and
the French Canadians, and they did not voluntarily mix. Printed ac-
counts of the Irish in Rhode Island have emphasized the early colonists
who were of Irish origin rather than the working Irish who came to help
in building projects like that of Fort Adams in Newport about 1820.
Unlike their predecessors, the Irish of the nineteenth century were
Catholic and required the services of a circuit priest who came from
Boston once a month. The records of these earliest baptisms and mar-
riages are now in the Chancery Archives of the Archdiocese of Boston. It
was 1844 before the Irish in Rhode Island had a church of their own.

A French settlement was begun at Woonsocket as early as 1815, and
although these people tended to hold themselves aloof, thus preserving
their own culture, illiteracy in the early years resulted in the Anglicization
of many French names, i.e. Balcon to Balcom, a name more familiar to
Rhode Island ears, or Morin to Mowry. After the Civil War, when they

34. Rhode Island Historic Preservation Commission, Central Falls (Providence, 1978),
%0 .

35.. Coleman, Transformation of Rhode Island, 301.
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i rches of their own, the French founded sghools a.nd
ha(:tpurtlf;rtli ?l?icilhll:aie survived until the present day. There is an active
e 1erican French Genealogical Society in Pawtuc.ket. and tpe Ma!let
A'tlr; ary in Woonsocket may be used by anyone interested in tracing
o rch Canadian ancestry. French church records f rom Woon§ocl§et aqd
Frentral Falls are being steadily published by Quintin Pubhcapong in
ggatucket; copies are on the shelves of the Rhode Island Historical
Sol?:;z.rds of individual Catholic churches remaiq in the panshes_, w1§h

ermission to make genealogical searches depen_dmg upon the pnesft.lm
pharge. The Archives of the Diocese of Providence _holds micro lh m
c ies of all parish registers within its jurisdiction and will make searches
copre uest: the records are considered sacramental and are not open to
01? gblic.' The Diocesan Cemetery Office has repgrds for all Ca}hohc
::efngteries in the Diocese and will respond to specific requests for infor-
m?lslhoenl.ﬂational Archives has a *Soundex” index which includes Federal
District Court naturalizations at Providence, 1842-1994, agd a feg'g?ig:
county courts as early as 1789. Thc_ clerk of the Un!ted. tates fld l
Court in Providence has a master 1nfiex to naturalizations in fe lc.ara
courts, which may be used also as a guide to several books of nanlx:rad 1zai
tion petitions and declarations, 1842 to 1945, peld by th ‘edera
Records Center at Waltham, Massachusens_. Loqatmg naturahzauor;s in
state records may be more difficult. There is an index to thc‘:1 ngu:ra 12:-
tions and petitions of the Supreme Cour} records, 1842-1854, bu f"?:asy
people were naturalized through the various Courts of Common leas,
which have no indexes. A card index for later SuPrgme Coqrt .recorm s
estimated to contain only about one tenth of all ongmql entries; c;)‘m a(l)'d
practice at one time was for clerks to hand over to inquirers t edcare
from the file; many were lost in that way. qut of the existing rleco:i' s are
now at Providence College Archives along with other Rhode;s and co
records. These are presently being organized and catalc.»gue . |

Census records for the nineteenth century and later include not otr;);
federal censuses through 1900 (except for the burned 1890 ggl;sul?)s uh
also state schedules which were made every ten years from lh dt lr lugd
1935, with the exception of 1895, which is missing. The l} o ; S a:.re
Historical Society has a microfilm copy of the 1865 census for lt e e{x tlhe
state, with a card index that includes_ every name; the orlglllnab is ﬁs the
Archives. The City Archives of Providence h?s a copy. of the ?‘od o
Providence, and some town offices have copies of thglr own sg e tu it.
The State Archives has the 1875 census and is preparing asn in ;x grd;
The censuses of 1885 and 1905 through 1935 are at the State Rec

in Providence.

Ce;f:;old’s coverage of vital records ends in 18_50, and there wl?s ithﬁ;
year gap before registration of births, marriages and deaths bec
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statewide in 1853. Vital records from 1850 to 1853 will be found only in
the towns. From 1853 to 1921, each town sent a copy of its records to the
Department of Health, but more recently the originals have been sent,
the copies kept in the towns. Until a few years ago all the state records
were kept at the Health Department, whose director is staunchly opposed
to opening them for genealogical inquiry despite a state law permitting it.
Marriage and death records have now been moved to the Records
Center, where they may be used in what amounts to a warehouse setting
but with a friendly staff. Indexes cover 1853-1900 for marriages and
births, but the birth records are still at the Health Department, which
also, inexplicably, retains the index to deaths. These indexes are arranged
by surname for each year; a search may be rather time consuming unless
one already has some specific dates in mind. Indexes for records
1901-1920 are easier to use. The Records Center does not have complete
indexes after 1920, and it is unable to provide certified copies, which
must be obtained either from the Health Department or the clerk of the
town in which the event occurred. If the town is known, it may still be the
easiest place to search for a late record.

An index to the vital records of the City of Providence from 1850 to
1945 is available in print in several volumes. The Westerly Public Library
has a set of scrapbooks labelled “Westerly Vital Statistics” which in fact
contain indexed death and marriage notices from local newspapers ar-
ranged by year to 1908; these include references from as far away as
Dartmouth, Massachusetts. The Rhode Island Historical Society has
several indexed collections of newspaper obituaries.

The 1865 census lists as soldiers many men who were in Civil War ser-
vice at that time. To learn more, one may consult Rhode Island Adjutant
General’s Office, Annual Report . . . for the Year 1865 (Official Register,
Rhode Island Officers and Enlisted Men, U.S. Arm y & Navy,
1861-1865), 2 vols. (1893-1895). The State Records Center also has Civil
War material.

Court records in Rhode Island present a special problem. Since 1729,
there have been Inferior Courts of Common Pleas and a Superior Court
in each county, in addition to the Supreme Court. Divorces were pro-
cessed through any of the courts and are thoroughly mixed in with other
business. Many cases were simple actions of debts due “by book,” i.e. for
goods sold or services rendered, or on promissory notes, which rarely
provide genealogical information. There were also a fair number of
trespass cases involving suits over land; these often produced informative
depositions along with evidence of ownership or relationship of several
generations.

There are some court record books and indexes at the Law Library in
the Providence County Court House, in an attic room without much
light or any working space. These include a fine set of King’s County
(now Washington County) record books, early Bristol County record
books, and an index to some Providence County books. The Newport

r
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County Court Clerk has a card index to plaintiffs and defendants, which
includes the date and nature of each case. ) .
Until recently each county had custody of its own court records;
Brigham in his 1903 report listed what was then extant. The files of
Washington County have since suffered water damage and those of
Newport were thoroughly scramblec_l. Many were collected at the
Records Center, and eventually the entire state collection was transferred
to the archives of Providence College, where a staff of §eyer:al people
spent a year putting them in boxes in some order. One grclpvnst is now at-
tempting to further organize and catalogue them, begl.nmng with Provi-
dence County, working backwards from later to earh.er records. The_se
are open to serious researchers, but it must be em_phamzed that they will
not be in any condition to be useful for genealogical researc!l for a long
time. The College cannot now handle any but the most straightforward
inquiries. o .
Those interested in Black or Indian genealogy will flnc_l var!ed
resources in Rhode Island. Many Indians were enslgved followmg King
Philip’s War, and many Negroes were imported qurmg the colgny s long
history of slave trading. Probate records contain many specific re.fef-
ences to slaves or indentured servants, both Indian and Black, and it is
sometimes possible to trace such families through documents left by th?lr
white owners. Deed books record the sale of slav_es and also manumis-
sions, indexed under the owner’s name. When freeing a slave, the formgr
owner often was required to post a bond to protect ll}e town should the
slave prove unable to maintain hirqself, and sometimes free Negrﬁes
brought legal action to preserve thex.r rights. _Court records show that
many free Blacks and Indians were xpvolved in trade, crafts and co(lin-
merce. Blacks and Indians appear in vital, churgh,‘and.cemetery records.
Since many assumed their owner’s surname, it is wise tp first segrch
records of white families. The Rhode Island Black Heritage §oc1t_:ty,
organized in 1975 under the auspices of the thdc Island l-!xstonca}
Society, has as its goal the research and preservation of the history o
Blacks in Rhode Island. )
Genealogical research in Rhode Island, as e}sewhere, requires some at}
tention to geography. In 1936 the State_ Planpmg Bqard issued a se.rne; o
maps showing territorial bounds at various time periods frqm 1659,. t gsc;
have been widely reprinted and are helpful in understanding territoria
disputes and changes which occurred over thg years. A valuable ;n;p
prepared by Richard LeBaron Bowen and printed in Volume 1 ol |csl
Early Rehoboth, 4 vols. (Concord, N.ﬁ., 1945-19.50) sets Rhode Is and
towns within the context of surrounding towns in Massachusetts an
Cq;x::c{;c:gﬂ boundary change added five towns to Rhode Island; a;
later adjustment in 1862 returned to Massachu§etts the non:thern par‘:_oh
old Tiverton, Fall River, along with some land in eastern Tiverton whic ;
became part of Westport, Massachusetts. At the same time part o
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Seekonk, Massachusetts, was ceded to Rhode Island and incorporated as
East Providence. Fall River, a growing mill town, attracted many Rhode
Islanders, and its records should not be overlooked. Its Oak Grove and
North cemeteries have records that help in tracing some Rhode Island
families. An index to the unpublished Fall River vital records to 1844 is
in the Fall River Public Library.

New Bedford, also late to develop, was not set off from Dartmouth
until 1787; it gained momentum as Newport declined. Like Fall River,
much of its population was drawn from nearby Rhode Island. When the
Vital Records of New Bedford, 3 vols. (Boston, 1932-1941) were pub-
lished, gravestone inscriptions were used to supplement the few surviving
birth records; thus one finds in New Bedford Births many people who
happen to have died in that town but who were born elsewhere. Good
cemetery records kept at New Bedford’s Rural Cemetery office may be of
help. Collections such as the Leonard Papers at the New Bedford Public
Library contain much material on Rhode Island families.

Other border areas with neighboring states should not be neglected.
Westerly people often appear in records of Stonington, Connecticut, and
people from northern towns like Burrillville moved in and out of the
nearby Worcester County, Massachusetts, mill towns.

This article has emphasized the use of available records, but something
must be added about the various libraries in Rhode Island. The Rhode
Island Historical Society in Providence has by far the largest collection
of printed books and manuscript material on Rhode Island families and
towns. It is important to be aware of an unusual distinction that library
makes between manuscripts and genealogical manuscripts. The Friends
Records, Providence Town Records, and many other collections useful
to the genealogist are found in the second floor manuscripts department,
but they are catalogued only there and are not considered genealogical
manuscripts. The orientation in this department is historical and may
confuse any researcher who does not have a clear objective. Genealogical
manuscripts, on the other hand, are classified as such in the main
catalogue downstairs, and must be accessed by call slips at the main desk.
These include Austin’s notebook and the several books and boxes of
genealogy on the descendants of Randall Holden. The open shelves con-
tain many typed or handwritten works in bindings, while some rare
printed books are stored upstairs, blurring the distinction between
manuscript and other genealogical material.

The Rhode Island Historical Society has copies of the annual reports
of the Genealogical Records Committee of Rhode Island Daughters of
the American Revolution, with a card index. These contain Bible and
cemetery records, abstracts of probates from various towns, copies of
census and mortality schedules, and other miscellany. Several collections
left by individual genealogists over the years include the Louise Prosser
Bates papers, now available only on microfilm because of their fragility,
and a Sweet card index with hundreds of references to that family. Of
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interest to those with ancestry in Kent County is a copy of Arnold’s Viral
Record, Volume 1, annotated in pencil by the late Amanda Spencer
Briggs, who knew personally many of the people listed.

The Rhode Island Historical Society also has microfilm of important
collections like the Barbour Records for Connecticut, the Nova Scotia
Archives, New Bedford Library manuscripts, probate and town records
for some Rhode Island towns, and the collection of Revolutloqary Pen-
sion records. The indexed Pierce Collection covers North Kingstown
Jand records.

The Newport Historical Society has a fair collection of printed
material for Rhode Island, but its strength is in its manqscripls for
Newport and the rest of the Island of Aquidneck. These include the
Rhode Island Friends Records, the surviving early town records of
Newport, and innumerable church, cemetery anq family records.
Material left by Dr. Henry Turner includes informauon. on many early
Newport families; the story goes that when called to visit a home,. he
would ask to see the Bible before he saw the patient. The manuscripts
curator, Mrs. Peter Bolhouse, has held that position since 1946; both hqr
knowledge of the collections and interest in Newport’s past are extraordi-
na’?;:e Newport Historical Society has a card index to names which
covers notices in newspapers, Customs House oaths, references to the
many scrapbooks of the late G.H. Richardsonz and other sources. It has
a growing collection of microfilm material for other parts of Rhode
Island, and a good selection of early Newport newspapers. The _late
Gilbert H. Doane, F.A.S.G., for many years editor of the Register, -lwed
most of his retirement years in Newport and was active in the Society.

The Providence Public Library has the principal printed works on
Rhode Island newspapers, microfilm of the early Providence town
records, and the index to the Providence Journal known as the Rhode
Island index. Two smaller libraries in Rhode l§lanq have better
genealogical collections. The East Greenwich Public Library has the
original Benns cemetery records as well as a good selection of pnm.ed
material on Rhode Island. The Westerly Library has a manuscript
genealogy of the Jeffrey Champlin family, manuscript mqtenal on the
Bliven and York families, and a copy of the typescript Saundf:rs
genealogy by N. B. Vars, compiled 1880-1902. Other resources hc?re in-
clude a few notebooks kept by Ray Greene Huling, a ver_ncal f:ie_ on
Rhode Island families, the collection of death and marriage ngtlces
called “Westerly Vital Statistics,” and a very good qollcclion of printed
material not only for Rhode Island but for neighboring areas and places
to which Rhode Islanders migrated as well. ‘ )

In 1975 the Rhode Island Genealogical Society was formed. This active
group is working to collect and distribute gcnealoglgal data, and to pro-
mote sound techniques through workshops held twice a year at varying
locations throughout the state. In 1981 it brought out its first published
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book, Peleg Burroughs’s Journal. The society’s quarterly publication,
Rhode Island Roots, prints articles of genealogical interest and source
material, many of which have been cited in this article.

Town histories, so important in other New England states, are not of
much use to Rhode Island genealogy. Most of those in print are relatively
superficial and do not include sections on local families. Genealogies
given in the printed histories of the various counties tend to be unreli-
able, although they do contain items of nineteenth-century interest.

The only book of town scope in Rhode Island, Little Compton
Families by Benjamin Franklin Wilbour (Little Compton, R.I., 1967;
revised 1974), thoroughly covers the genealogies of people who lived
there, though it is not a town history. R. L. Bowen’s Early Rehoboth is
an important work to Rhode Island genealogists. Parts of Rehoboth
were incorporated into Rhode Island in the boundary changes, under
other names, and the early history of that town and of Rhode Island can
hardly be separated.*¢ Elisha Potter’s The Early History of Narragansett,
first published in 1835, includes genealogies of some of the families of
that region. Wilkins Updike’s treatment of Episcopal families in his
History of the Narragansett Church is also noteworthy. Débuts de la
Colonie Franco-Américaine de Woonsocket, by Marie-Louise Bonier
(Framingham, Mass., 1920), presents, in French, histories of some of the
early families of that town. One book of distinctly limited scope is R. L.
Bowen’s Rhode Island Colonial Money and its Counterfeiting, 1647-1726
(Providence, 1942), which contains good genealogical material on the
families who engaged in that old-fashioned Rhode Island pastime.

There are of course many other sources for and ways of approaching
genealogy in Rhode Island. It should be evident that, although working
there does present some problems, no serious genealogist need feel in-
timidated. If Rhode Island research is approached without expectation
of finding the order which prevailed in the Puritan colonies, one soon
learns to appreciate and enjoy the diversity of materials available.
Though tiny, this state has excellent historical societies and libraries
which provide endless opportunities for exploring material gathered by
other genealogists over the years. Primary resources in town offices hold
a wealth of information above and beyond what has been transcribed;
working with them provides practice in reading the handwriting of past
centuries, a skill so important to a realistic comprehension of those
times. The effort required to reach for an understanding of the colorful
and varied background of the people who settled here and kept these
records is a small price to pay for the reward of bringing one’s ancestors
into close perspective.

36. Robert S. Trim of Rehoboth has made extensive transcriptions of Rehoboth and
Swansea cemeteries, some of which are at Rhode Island Historical Society; more are in
progress.

Jane Fletcher Fiske resides in Boxford, Massachusetts, and is currently
vice-president of the Rhode Island Genealogical Society.
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APPENDIX A:
Towns and Cities in Rhode Island

CR = Church Records TC = Town Council
VR = Vital Records TM = Town Meeting
RIHS = Rhode Island Historical Society

Vital records, deeds and probates for each of the following towns or
cities will be found in the town house or city hall, unless otherwise noted.
The Rhode Island Genealogical Register (RIGR), published quarterly
July 1978 to date, contains abstracts of early wills for most towns and
deeds for some; these should be used with care. Brigham’s 1903 report,
already cited, defines existing records for each town, and may be sup-
plemented by the several volumes of Inventory of the Town and City Ar-
chives of Rhode Island prepared by the Rhode Island Historical Records
Survey Division of Community Service Projects, Work Projects Ad-
ministration (Providence, 1942). The relevant volumes of Arnold’s Viral
Record of Rhode Island are listed below for each town, along with perti-
nent material which has been printed in other journals. Records of the
Society of Friends, in Arnold, volume 7, may contain vital records not
found in town records.

Barrington, inc. from Warren 1770. Probate and land records before 1747 are in Taunton,
from 1747 to 1770 at Warren. Town clerk has TM 1718-1744 gnd other town records from
1718; proprietors’ records, 1652-1797, and some Cong.rcgatllonal Church records. Two
volumes of TM records, 1770-1776 and 1808-1814, listed in Brigham’s 1903 report, are now
missing. VR Arnold vol. 6; CR vols. 8 and 10.

Bristol, annexed 1747 from Massachusetts; originally inc. by Plymouth Colony 1681; part
annexed to Warren 1873. Records after 1746 are in the town hall, also some private records
of marriages, burials, and gravestones. RIHS has militia and tax lists for Bristol,
1819-1827, and a transcript of VR 1683-1817. Deeds and probates before 1747 are in Taun-
ton, but town clerk has abstracts of early deeds. VR Arnold vol. 6; CR vol. 8.

Burrillville, inc. 1806 from Glocester; town house at Harrisville. Arnold vol. 3.

Central Falls, inc. 1895 as city, from Lincoln. Exception in that city clerk has records of
parent towns of Lincoln and Smithfield, g.v. Records accessible but in dctc_noranng condi-
tion. Early records listed by Brigham in 1903 as in basement vault have disappeared.

Charlestown, inc. 22 Aug. 1738 from Westerly. Richmond taken off 1747. Town hall on
country road; some early books have been photocopied. VR Arnold vol. 5.

Coventry, inc. 21 Aug. 1741 from Warwick. Town house at Anthony; VR Arnold vol. 1;
CR vol. 10.

Cranston, inc. 14 June 1754 from Providence; part reannexed to Providcpce 1868 and
1873. City Clerk’s office has good indexes, including TC records. Providence Deeds
Registry has photocopy of Cranston deed indexes. Arnold vol. 2.

Cumberland, annexed 17 Feb. 1746/7 from Mass.; known before that date as Attleboro
Gore. Woonsocket set off 1867. Records from 1747 are at the town house in Valley Falls.
Records before 1747 at Taunton; some may be found in Suffolk Co., Mass. Arnold vol. 3.

East Greenwich, inc. 31 Oct. 1677; divided 1741 to form West Greenwich. Records at town
house include some proprietors’ records. Some records for period 1762-1823 at RIHS, in-
cluding 1778 tax list. VR Arnold vol. 1; CR vols. 10, 11; see also annotated vol. 1 at RIHS.

East Providence, annexed 1 March 1862 from Massachusetts. Land and probate before
1862 at Taunton; TM and VR to 1812 are at Rehoboth, 1812-1876 at Seekonk. VR
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1841-1862 also at Massachusetts Registry of Vital Statistics, Boston. Arnold vol. 10. Recent
compilation cemetery records (unpublished) by Robert S. Trim, Rehoboth.

———=> Exeter, inc. 8 March 1742/3 from North Kingstown. Some records 1740-1870 are at RIHS,

including tax lists, militia, poor records, bonds, etc., described in Rhode Island Historical
Society Proceedings, 4:35, 6:43. Cemetery records, RIGR; good abstracts of wills and
transcription of VR and Friends Records in R.G. Huling notebooks, Westerly Library. VR
Arnold vol. 5; CR vol. 10.

Foster, inc. 24 Aug. 1781 from Scituate. VR Arnold vol. 3.

Gilocester, inc. 20 Feb. 1730/1 from Providence. Burrillville taken off 1806. Town house at
Chepachet has 1778 tax list. Arnold vol. 3.

Hopkinton, inc. 19 March 1757 from Westerly. Cemetery records currently in R./. Roots.
VR Arnold vol. §; CR vols. 10, 11.

Jamestown, inc. 4 Nov. 1678. Records at town house include some proprietors’ records.
Cemetery records and VR transcript at the Society; Arnold vol. 4.

Johnston, inc. 6 March 1759 from Providence; in 1898 most was reannexed to Providence.
Deeds at town clerk’s office, but early TC, TM, and probate records are at Providence City
Hall. Early tax and school records in Providence City Archives. Arnold vols. 2 and 3.

Lincoln, inc. 8 March 1871 from Smithfield; Central Falls set off 1895. Records before
1895 are at Central Falls. Town clerk has copy of deeds from 1871-1898.

Little Compton, annexed 27 Jan. 1746/7 from Massachusetts; originally inc. by Plymouth
Colony in 1682. Settled by Plymouth people; some Congregational Church records in of-
fice of town clerk. Records at town hall have good indexes, but some additions were made
by early town clerk, so they should be used with care; copy of Proprietors’ Records
1673-1755. VR Arnold vol. 4; CR vol. 8. See Benjamin F. Wilbour, Little Compton
Families; “Cemetery Inscriptions in Little Compton,” Register,} 15 (1961): 169-180,
257-268; 116 (1962): 45-56, 121-126, 213-220.

Middletown, inc. 16 June 1743 as the “Middle Town” on Aquidneck, from Newport.
Records at town hall include Newport Proprietors’ records 1701-1756. Abstracts of first 4
vols. of wills, by Mrs. Oliver W. Cushman, “Abstracts of Wills: Probate Records of the
Town of Middletown, R.1.,” Register, 122 (1968): 100-107, 211-215, 295-301. Arnold vol.
4.

Narragansett, inc. 22 March 1888 from South Kingstown as a district, 1901 as town.

New Shoreham, purchased and occupied April 1661; admitted to the colony as Block Island
4 May 1664; name changed and inc. 6 Nov. 1672. Part of Newport County until Sept. 1963
when joined to Washington County. Records at town offices on the island. RIHS has
transcript of first two TC books. Arnold vol. 4. “Block Island Cemetery Records,” Rhode
Island History, 12 (1953): 90-97, 122-128; 13 (1954): 25-33, 56-65, 88-97, 125-129; 14
(1955): 25-33, 59-65, 94-97. G. Andrews Moriarty, “Notes on Block Island Families,” see
Appendix B.

Newport, settled 1639, boundary with Portsmouth est. 14 Sept. 1640; Middletown set off
1743; records after 1783 are at City Hall, well indexed, including VR. Pre-Revolutionary
records which survived the salt water in 1779 are in the care of the Newport Historical
Society. Abstracts of early town records (probates) by Edith M. Tilley in The Grafton
Magazine, 2 (1909-1910): 216-223. Birth and mortality list 1760-1764, Register, 62 (1908):
283-291, 63 (1909): 51-58; “Sons and Daughters of Newport,” Register, 125 (1971):
171-183, 236-245; 126 (1972): 20-25. VR Arnold vol. 4; CR vols. 7, 8, 10, 11, 12.

North Kingstown, inc. 28 Oct. 1674 as Kings Towne; name changed to Rochester in 1686
but renamed Kings Towne 1689; divided into North and South Kingstown in Feb. 1722/3-
Exeter set off 1743, Town house at Wickford; a fire in 1870 damaged all the town books,
which have been repaired using Emery process. Some tax lists, militia records, ete.
1784-1823 at RIHS; South Kingstown has copies of record books before the 1722/3 separa-
tion. 1687 tax list Register, 35 (1881): 124-127. VR Arnold vol. 5; CR vols. 7, 8, 10, 11.

North Providence, inc. 13 June 1765 from Providence; small portion returned to Provi.
dence 29 June 1767 and more 28 March 1873; divided 27 March 1874, when part annexed 1o
Providence and part to Pawtucket. Records for 1765-1874 are at Pawtucket City Hall. Ar.
nold vol. 2.
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North Smithfield, inc. 8 March 1871 from Smithfield. Town clerk’s office is in Slatersville.

Pawtucket, inc. as city 27 March 1885; comprises (1) Massachusetts town of Pawtucket,
separated from Seekonk 1828, ceded to Rhode Island 1862, inc. as Rl town 1 March 1862,
and (2) village of Pawtucket in North Providence, which was annexed to town of
Pawtucket 1 May 1874, Vital records at City Hall are well indexed and include North Provi-
dence. VR 1841-1862 also at Massachusetts Registry of Vital Statistics in Boston. Deeds
agd probate records before 1862 at Taunton, Mass. VR Arnold vols. 9, 10, 11; CR vols. 9,
10.

Portsmouth, settled 1638. Good indexes. Portsmouth Scrapbook contains records found in
basement in 1903, including original wills, inventories, census of 1730 and miscellaneous
papers. Town records 1638-1639 in Bartlett 1:45-69. First book of records 1639-1697
printed 1901 as Early Records of the Town of Portsmouth, indexed. See also Bartlett
1:70-85, made from transcript in town clerk’s office, for records 1639-1647. “Diary of
Elisha Fish 1785-1804,” Register, 56 (1902): 121-132; VR Arnold vol. 4.

Providence, original town, settled 1636, inc. as city 5 Nov. 1831; originally comprised
whole of present Providence County; Glocester, Scituate and Smithfield set off 1731,
Cranston 1754, Johnston 1759, North Providence 1765; inc. as city 5 Nov. 1831. Portions
of North Providence annexed 1767, 1873, and 1874, portions of Cranston in 1868, 1873 and
1892, and part of Johnston 1898. Early records in print in 21 volumes as Early Records of
the Town of Providence. Wills and probate records are in the Probate Registry in City Hali,
which also has Johnston probates. Land evidence is in the Deed Registry in the same
building; indexes are in main room, but older deed books are in a back room, not in good
order and with no working space available. VR are at Registry of Vital Statistics on the
main floor of City Hall, but are not open to genealogists, a situation which may be cir-
cumvented by using the printed indexes to the Providence records, available at the City Ar-
chives and other libraries, and the records at the Records Center. Providence has recently
established a City Archives in the City Hall with facilities for research; earlier records here
include tax lists from 1778, Poor Records, and state censuses (for the city only). Copies of
relevant books and printed material available; staff will assist researchers who have prob-
lems with other departments. VR Arnold 2; CR vol. 10.

Richmond, inc. 18 Aug. 1747 from Charlestown. Two books were lost in 1812 (see RTHSP
1:161), but many deeds were re-recorded afterwards. Early books photocopied. Town clerk
has some local genealogical records, old Bibles, etc. Some records at RIHS, including tax
lists 1798, 1823, militia list 1810. VR Arnold vol. 5; CR vols. 10, 11.

Scituate, inc. 20 Feb. 1730/1 from Providence; Foster set off 1781. Town house at North
Scituate. Cyrus Walker, “The History of Scituate, R.I. from the Acquisition of the Ter-
ritory in 1659, to the Close of the Nineteenth Century” (manuscript, microfilm RIHS);
Charles W. Farnham, “Scituate, R.I. Removals 1784-1811 and Where They Went,” The
American Genealogist, 44 (1968): 40, 41. “Scituate, R.1. Census, 1779 (actually a tax list),
National Genealogical Society Quarterly, 14 (1925): 30-31. Arnold vol. 3.

Smithfield, inc. 20 Feb. 1730/1 from Providence; divided 1871 into Smithfield, North
Smithfield and Lincoln, with small part annexed to Woonsocket. Records to 1871 are in
Central Falls City Clerk’s office, but the earliest TC records, described by Brigham in 1903
as unbound in a basement vault, have disappeared; RIHS has early abstract of some of
these. An index kept in the office has recently vanished, but there are in Drawer E three
small books of abstracts of early records whnqh provide some indexing (included RI DAR
1938-1939). Later records are at the town hall in Greenville. VR Arnold vol. 3; CR vols. 7,

10.

_ South Kingstown, settled Jan. 1657/8; inc. 22 Feb. 1723 in division of Kings Towne.

Records at town house in “{akcﬁeld include transcript of North Kingstown records before
the separation; good collection of early tax lists. Copies of Arnold and Beaman available.
VR Arnold vol. 5; CR vol. 7, 8, 10, 11.

Tiverton, annexed 17 Jan. 1746/7 from Massachusetts; originally inc. 1694 by
Massachusetts; as annexed to R.I. it included small parts of Dartmouth and Frectown.
Northern part inc. as Fall River, R.I. 1856, transferred to Massachusetts 1 March 1862.
Deeds and probate records before 1747 in Taunton, Mass. “Cemetery Inscriptions in Tiver-
won, R.L.,"” Register, 117 (1963): 18-27, 133-139, 208-221, 283-295; 118 (1964): 64-67,
|47'.|53. “Inscriptions from the Pleasant View Cemetery, Tiverton, R.1.,” Register, 118

964): 308-311. “Deaths from the Records of Constant Hart, of Tiverton, R.I.,” Register,
108 (1951): 213-217. VR Arnold vol. 4; CR vol. 8.
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Warren, inc. 27 Jan. 1746/7 when annexed from Massachusetts; Barrington set off 1770.
Deeds and probates before 1747 at Taunton. Original VR before 1850 now missing. VR Ar-
nold volz.46§ 3CR vol. 8. “Inscriptions in Kickemuit Cemetery, Warren, R.1.,” Register, 120
(1916): 24-33.

Warwick, est. 1642 as Shawomet, renamed Warwick 1644; Coventry set off 1741, Most
records are at City Hall, Apponaug, but a couple of TC books are at RIHS, which also has

a recently discovered 1798 fropeny tax list describing each dwelling in town, listing both
owner and occupant. Arnold vol. 1.

West Greenwich, inc. 1741 from East Greenwich. Records at new t hal
VR Arnold vol. 1; CR vol. 10. s at new town hall on Route 102.

Westerly, inc. 14 May 1669; named Haversham during Andros period. Charlestown set off
1738; Rscl’lmond_ 1746; Hopkinton 1757. Records at town halllz Westerly; see Robert C.
Anderson’s detailed guide to record books, Rhode Island Roots, 7 (1981): 25-27. Cemetery
records included in Rev. Frederick Denison, Westerly and Its Witnesses (Providence, 1878).
VR Amold vol. §; CR vol. 11. '

Woonsocket, inc. 31 Jan. 1867 from Cumberland; inc. as city 13 June 1888. Records at city
hall include transcript of Smithfield and Cumberland deeds 1847-1867. CR, Quintin Publ.
Co., Pawtucket, at RIHS. M. L. Bonier, Débuts de la Colonie Franco-Américaine de
Woonsocket (Framingham, Mass. 1920).

_ APPENDIX B:
A Bibliography for 100 Colonial Rhode Island Families
Compiled by Gary Boyd Roberts

Listed below are the major printed sources for 100 colonial Rhode
}sland families—most of those for whom a major monograph, often a
journal article, identifies an immigrant’s English origin and immediate
ancestry, and for whom in addition one or more book-length genealogies
cover American progeny. The list is alphabetical by surname. Im-
migrants sharing the same family name are grouped together, whether
related or not, listed towns are each immigrant’s principal residence, and
asterisks indicate known origins, in a few cases non-English. Many im-
migrants of unknown origin with sizable and at least fairly well covered
Rhode Island progeny are included as well, as are a few immigrants to
Massachusetts whose sons migrated to Rhode Island. Deliberately ex-
cluded, however, are those families with Rhode Island connections the
bulk of whose descendants, at least until the mid-eighteenth century, are
associated with Bristol County, Massachusetts—especially Taunton,
Rehoboth, Dartmouth and New Bedford; Stonington, Connecticut; or
Monmouth County, New Jersey. For various Rhode Island-connected
Rehoboth and Monmouth County families see Richard LeBaron Bowen,
Early Rehoboth, Documented Historical Studies of Families and Events
in this Plymouth Colony Township, 4 vols. (Rehoboth, 1945-1950), and
John Edwin Stillwell, Historical and Genealogical Miscellany: Data
Relating to the Settlement and Settlers of New York and New Jersey, 5
vols. (New York, 1903-1932; reprint ed., Baltimore, 1970).

For any seventeenth-century Rhode Island family, researchers should
first check Clarence Almon Torrey, New England Marriages Prior to

}
:
5
+
i
i
§
e
4
7
4
i
?:
l"‘

i Eoh e Loty

LT YT

(To iy LR Sy

Lt S

L IETE U I A SZE b

1982] Rhode Island Genealogy 211

1700, microfilm (Boston, 1979) (see the Register, 135 [1981]: 57-61),
Meredith B. Colket, Jr., Founders of Early American Families:
Emigrants from Europe, 1607-1657 (Cleveland, 1975), and the already
cited Genealogical Dictionary of Rhode Island (especially the additions
and corrections by G.A. Moriarty and R.S. Wakefield), 160 Allied
Families, and bibliographies of journal articles by R. LeB. Bowen, R.S.
Wakefield, and H.L.P. Beckwith. G.A. Moriarty, the greatest Rhode
Island genealogist after J.O. Austin, was the author not only of the ma-
jor series to date of additions to the Genealogical Dictionary, and of
many of the immigrant origin Register articles cited below. He also con-
tributed a series of “Barbadian Notes,” with outlines of many Rhode
Island connections, to the Register, 67 (1913): 360-371 and 68 (1914):
177-181, a “Genealogical Section” and a set of “Portsmouth, Rhode
Island Genealogical Gleanings,” to Rhode Island Historical Society Col-
lections, 11 (1918): 26-28, 62-63, 68, and 21 (1928): 126-132, and a survey
of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Block Island families to the
Register, 105 (1951): 162-182, 249-272. This last includes extensive notes
on the Ray, Rathbone, Dodge, Sands, Guthrie, Niles, Mott, Williams,
Mitchell, Dickens, Rodman, Kenyon, and Card families of the seven-
teenth century, and the Champlin, Franklin, Gardiner, Hull, Littlefield,
Sheffield, and Westcott families of the eighteenth. Earlier Mr. Moriarty
had compiled genealogies of five Block Island families in his own
ancestry, also published in the Register—those of Thomas Mitchell (82
[1928]): 456-464); John Payne and Richard Card (83 [1929]: 84-93);
Ichabod’ Clarke (85 [1931]: 417-423); and Caleb? Littlefield (86 {1932]:
71-77). In addition, moreover, to the Rehoboth volumes and
bibliography of pre-1950 articles, R. LeB. Bowen also compiled The
Providence Oath of Allegiance and Its Signers, 1651-2 (Providence,
1943), which contains full biographical and genealogical accounts of its
subjects.

The only Rhode Island town all of whose residents through 1850 or so
are treated in a single work is Little Compton, many of whose early set-
tlers belonged to families largely associated with Massachusetts. Ben-
jamin Franklin Wilbour’s Little Compton Families (Little Compton,
R.1., 1967; rev. ed., 1974), contains four or more pages on residents with
the following surnames: Almy, Bailey, Briggs, (Nicholas) Brown,
Brownell, Burgess, Case, Chase, Church, Clapp, Coe, (Thomas) Cook,
Davenport, Davol, Dyer, Gifford, Gray, Grinnell, Hart, Head, Hilliard,
Howland, Hunt, Irish, Little, Manchester, Pabodie, Palmer, Pearce,
Peckham, Richmond, Seabury, Shaw, Simmons, Sisson, Snell, Soule,
Southworth, Stoddard, Tabor, Taylor, Tompkins, White, Wilbor,
Wilcox, Wood, and Woodman. Among Rhode Islanders of royal des-
cent, Jeremiah Clarke, Mrs. Anne (Marbury) Hutchinson, Mrs.

_ Catherine (Marbury) Scott, and John Throckmorton, all listed below,

are also treated in Frederick Lewis Weis and Walter Lee Sheppard, Jr.,
Ancestral Roots of 60 Colonists Who Came to New England Between
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1623 and 1650, 5th ed. (Baltimore, 1976), lines 11, 14 (for the Marbury

sisters) and 208 respectively; and Clarke, John Cranston, the Marbury
" sisters and Throckmorton are treated also in Weis, Arthur Adams, and
Sheppard, The Magna Charta Sureties, 1215, 3rd ed. (Baltimore, 1979),
lines 100, 41, 34 (for the Marbury sisters) and 117 respectively. The only
other Rhode Island immigrants of proved royal descent are the three
Dungans —Thomas Dungan of Newport, later of Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania, and his sisters, Mrs. Barbara (Dungan) Barker and Mrs.
Frances (Dungan) Holden, both listed below.

The following bibliography is an attempt to consolidate many of the
sources listed by Torrey, Colket, Bowen, Wakefield and Beckwith, to in-
clude as well the best journal articles and Rhode Island genealogies of the
past ten years, and to designate major typescripts at the Society (all those
whose location is not designated), the Rhode Island Historical Society
(henceforth RIHS), and, to some extent, the Library of Congress.
Manuscripts, more difficult to locate, examine, and evaluate, have been
purposely excluded; those acquired before 1913 by the Rhode Island
Historical Society, however, are listed in the Register, 67 (1913): 299-301.
For the smallest New England state the materials cited below and the
more general items listed above cover together a sizable portion of its en-
tire colonial population.

1. GEORGE ALDRICH, Mendon, Mass. (father of Joseph Aldrich of Providence)

—Alvin James Aldrich, The George Aldrich Genealogy, 2 vols. Decorah, lowa,
1971.

*2. WILLIAM ALMY, Portsmouth—Register, 71 (1917): 310-324; 78 (1924): 391-395;
Charles Kingsbury Miller, Historic Families of America: William Almy of Ports-
mouth, 1630, Joris Janssen De Rapalje of Fort Orange (Albany), New Amsterdam,
and Brooklyn, 1623, Chicago, 1897; Elva Lawton, “The Descendants of William
Almy of Portsmouth, Rhode Island.” Seattle, Wash., 1977 (typescript at RIHS);
Almy Family Newsletter, 1975-

3. THOMAS ANGELL, Providence—Avery F. Angell, Genealogy of the Descendants
of Thomas Angell Who Settled in Providence, 1636. Providence, 1872.

4. JOHN ANTHONY, Portsmouth—Charles L. Anthony, Genealogy of the Anthony
Family from 1495 to 1904. Sterling, 1ll., 1904.

*S. THOMAS and WILLIAM ARNOLD, Providence—Register, 69 (1915): 64-69;
Rhode Island Historical Society Collections, 14 (1921): 33-49, 68-86; Rhode Island
History, 13 (1954): 111-123 (progeny of Thomas); Elisha Stephen Arnold, The Ar-
nold Memorial: William Arnold of Providence and Pawtucket, 1587-1675, and a
Genealogy of His Descendants. Rutland, Vt., 1935.

6. ROBERT AUSTIN, Kingstown—Edith (Austin) Moore, A Genealogy of the De-
scendants of Robert Austin of Kingstown, Rhode Island. St. Petersburg, Fla., 1951.

7. JAMES BABCOCK, Westerly—Stephen Babcock, Babcock Genealogy, New York,
1903; Cyrus H. Brown, Genealogical Record of Nathaniel Babcock, Simeon Main,
Isaac Miner, Ezekiel Main. Boston, 1909.

8. WILLIAM BAILEY, Newport—Hannah Clarke (Bailey) Hopkins, Records of
the Bailey Family: Descendants of William Bailey of Newport, R.1., Chiefly in the
Line of His Son, Hugh Bailey of East Greenwich, R.I. Prov:dence. 1895.

9. MATURIN BALLOU, Providence—Adin Ballou, An Elaborate History and
Genealogy of the Ballous in America. Providence, 1888; Myrtle M. Jillson, An Ad-
dengum to the Original History and Genealogy of the Ballous in America. Woon-
socket, R.1., 1942,
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*10.

*11.

12.

13.

14,

*15.

16.

17.

*18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

*23.

JAMES BARKER, Newport, and Mrs. BARBARA (DUNGAN) BARKER, his
wife—New York Genealogical and Biographical Record, 41 (1910): 59; Alfred
Rudolph Justice, Ancestry of Jeremy Clarke of Rhode Island and Dungan
Genealogy. Philadelphia, 1922; Forebears, 15 (1972): 103-106, and The Colonial
Genealogist, 8 (1977): 200-212 (royal descent of Barbara Dungan); Elizabeth Frye
Barker, Barker Genealogy. New York, 1927.

RICHARD BORDEN, Portsmouth—Register, 75 (1921): 226-233; 84 (1930): 70-84,
225-229; Hattie (Borden) Weld, Historical and Genealogica! Record of the Descend-
ants As Far As Known of Richard and Joan Borden Who Settled In Portsmouth,
Rhode Island, May, 1638, With Historical and Biographical Sketches of Some of
Their Descendants. Los Angeles?, 18997

FRANCIS BRAYTON, Portsmouth—Clifford Brayton, Brayton Family History.
vol. 1, Albion, N.Y., 1978.

JOHN BRIGGS, Portsmouth—Bertha B. B. Aldridge, The Briggs Genealogy,
Including the Ancestors and Descendants of Ichabod White Briggs, 1609-1953. Vic-
tor, N.Y., 1953; Lilla (Briggs) Sampson, “John Briggs of Newport and Portsmouth,
Rhode Island.” 3 vols. n.p., 19307 (typescript at the Library of Congress).

REV. CHAD BROWNE, Providence—Register, 80 (1926):-73-86, 170-185; 105
(1951): 234; 128 (1974): 152-153, 306-308; Abby Isabel (Brown) Bulkley, The Chad
Browne Memorial. Brooklyn, N.Y., 1888; James B. Hedges, The Browns of Provi-
dence Plantations: Colonial Years. Cambridge, Mass., 1952, and The Browns of
Providence Plantations: The Nineteenth Century. Providence, 1968,

THOMAS BROWNELL, Portsmouth—7he American Genealogist, 36 (1960):
126-127; George Grant Brownell, Genealogical Record of the Descendants of
Thomas Brownell. Jamestown, N.Y., 1910.

NATHANIEL BROWNING, Portsmouth—Edward Franklin Browning, Gene-
alogy of the Brownings in America From 1621 to 1908. Newburgh, N.Y., 1908?

ROBERT BURDICK, Westerly—Nellie (Willard) Johnson, The Descendants of
Robert Burdick of Rhode Island. Syracuse, N.Y., 1937, and “Supplement to The
Descendants of Robert Burdick of Rhode Island.” Norwich, N.Y., 1952-1953
(typescript).

ROGER BURLINGAME, Warwick—Nelson Burlingame, “Burlingham-Burlingame
Family.” 8 vols. n.p., 1971 (typescript at RIHS).

RICHARD CARD, Jamestown—Rhode Island Genealogical Register, 3 (1980-
1981): 193-202, 303-313; 4 (1981-1982): 18-29, 112-122, 273-282, 347-354 (ongoing);
Thomas A. Card, The Descendants of Richard* Card in Kings County now Hants
County, Nova Scotia, Canada. Riverside, Calif., 1973; Maxine (Phelps) Lines,
“Descendants of Job Card of Charlestown and South Kingstown, R.1.” Mesa, Ariz.,
1976 (typescript).

RICHARD CARDER, Warwick—Robert Webster Carder, “Richard Carder of
Warwick, Rhode Island, and Some of His Descendants.” Stamford, Conn., 1965
(typescript).

CALEB and ROBERT CARR, Newport—Register, 102 (1948): 203-218; Edson
1. Carr, The Carr Family Records. Rockton, Ill., 1894; Arthur A. Carr, The Carr
Book: Sketches of the Lives of Many of the Descendants of Robert and Caleb Carr.
Ticonderoga, N.Y., 1947.

JEFFREY CHAMPLIN, Westerly—The American Genealogist, 20 (1943-1944):
106-109; New York Genealogical and Biographical Record, 46 (1915): 324-330;
David W. Dumas, “Samuel Champlin of Exeter, Rhode Island, and His Descend-
ants.” Providence, 1973 (typescript).

JEREMIAH CLARKE, Newport, and JOSEPH CLARKE, Westerly (not related)

—Register, 74 (1920): 68-76, 130-140 (Jeremiah); 75 (1921): 273-301; 91 (1937):

249-252; 92 (1938): 61-65 (Joseph); Alfred Rudolph Justice, Ancestry of Jeremy

Clarke of Rhode Island and Dungan Genealogy. Philadelphia, 1922; George Austin

r;lmizison. Jr., Clarke Genealogies: The “Clarke” Families of Rhode Island. New
ork, 1902.
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*24. JOHN COGGESHALL, Newport—Register, 73 (1919): 19-32; 76 (1922): 278-295;
79 (1925): 84; 86 (1932): 257; 99 (1945): 315-322; 100 (1946): 14-24; 103 (1949):
182-183; Charles P. and Thellwell R. Coggeshall, The Coggeshalls in America.
Boston, 1930.

25. JOHN COOKE, Warwick, and *THOMAS COOKE, Portsmouth (not related)—
The American Genealogist, 52 (1976): 1-10 (John); 56 (1980): 93-94 (Thomas);
Rhode Island Historical Society Collections, 26 (1933): 59-61 (Thomas), and forth-
coming Thomas Cooke genealogy by Jane (Fletcher) Fiske.

*26. THOMAS CORNELL, Portsmouth—John Ross Delafield, Delafield, The Family
History, vol. 2. New York, 1945, 647-650; The American Genealogist, 35 (1959):
107; 36 (1960): 16-18; 51 (1975): 115-116; 54 (1978): 25-30; John Cornell, Genealogy
of the Cornell Family, Being An Account of the Descendants of Thomas Cornell of
Portsmouth, R.I. New York, 1902; Prentiss Glazier, “Thomas Cornell (or Cornwell)
(1594-1655/6) of Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island, His English Origin
and His Family in America.” Sarasota, Fla., 1975, (typescript).

27. JOHN CRANDALL, Newport—John Cortland Crandall, Elder John Crandall of
Rhode Island and His Descengiants. New Woodstock, N.Y., 1949.

+28. DR. JOHN CRANSTON, Newport—Register, 79 (1925): 57-66, 247-268, 344-358;
gO (1926): 30-54, 138-169, 232-265, 336-337, 447-449; 87 (1933): 74-80; 90 (1936):
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29. ROBERT DENNIS, Portsmouth—Register, 49 (1895): 441-444; Elaine (Dennis)
Young, Some Descendants of Robert Dennis of Portsmouth, Rhode Island. Nor-
walk, Ohio, 1957.

*30. REV. GREGORY DEXTER, Providence—Bradford F. Swan, Gregory Dexter of
London and New England, 1610-1700. Rochester, N.Y., 1949; Rhode Island
History, 20 (1961): 125-126; Sylvanus Chace Newman, Dexter Genealogy, Being A
Record of the Families Descended from Rev. Gregory Dexter. Providence, 1859;
George Washington Dexter, A Record of the Descendants of Col. Stephen Dexter.
Putnam, Conn., 1902?; Hannah Smith Hammond, “Dexter/Hammond” and “Dex-
ter, Arnold, Simmons, and Hammond.” East Killingly, Conn., 1960 (typescript at
RIHS).

31. THOMAS DURFEE, Portsmouth—William F. Reed, The Descendants of Thomas
Durfee of Portsmouth, R.I., 2 vols. Washington, D.C., 1902-1905.

*32. WILLIAM DYER, Newport, and Mrs. MARY (BARRETT) DYER, his wife, the
Quaker martyr—Rhode Island Historical Society Collections, 30 (1937): 9-26;
Register, 104 (1950): 40-42; Notable American Women, 1607-1950, A Biographical
Dictionary, vol. 1. Cambridge, Mass., 1971, 536, 537; Lelia (Morse) Wilson, Ten
Generations from William and Mary Dyer, Pioneer Settlers in Newport, Rhode
Island. Putnam, Conn., 1949.

*33. RALPH EARLE, Portsmouth—New York Genealogical and Biographical Record,
67 (1936): 390-393; Register, 93 (1939): 361-362; Pliny Earle, Ralph Earle and His
Descendants. Worcester, 1883; Amos Earle Voorhees, Supplement to Ralph Earle
and His Descendants. Grants Pass, Ore., 1932, and The Amos S. Earle Branch of
the Ralph Earle Family in America. Grants Pass, 1940. :

34. WILLIAM ELLERY, Gloucester, Mass. (father of Benjamin Ellery of Newport)—
Newport Historical Magazine, 4 (1883): 180-196; Harrison Ellery, Pedigree of
Ellery, of the United States of America. Boston, 1881; James Benjamin Ellery,
Records of Ellery-Dennison-Parsons Families. West Newton, Mass., 1956.

*35. ARTHUR FENNER, Providence—The American Genealogist, 15 (1938-1939):
80-86; Rhode Island Historical Magazine, 7 (1886-1887): 19-37, 161-183.

*36. THOMAS FISH, Portsmouth—New York Genealogical and Biographical Record,

53 (1922): 53-68; Lester Warren Fish, The Fish Family in England and America,
Genealogical and Biographical Records and Sketches. Rutland, Vt., 1948.

37. GEORGE GARDINER, Newport—The American Genealogist, 20 (1943-1944):
202-207; 21 (1944-1945): 191-200; Rhode Island History, 11 (1952): 84-92; Lillian M.
and Charles M. Gardner, Gardner History and Genealogy. Erie, Pa., 1907; Caroline
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E. Robinson, The Gardiners of Narragansett, Being A Genealogy of the D -
ants of George Gardiner, the Colonist, 1638. Providence, l9l9.gy / the Descend

38. JAMES GIBBS, Newport—George Gibbs, The Gibbs Famil, Rhod
Some Related Farmilies. New York, 1933, 'y of Rhode Island and

*39. SAMUEL GORTON, Warwick—Register, 51 (1899): 199-200; 70 (1916): 115-118
282; 82 (1928): 185-193, 333-342; Adelos Gorton, The Life and Times of Samuel
Gorton . . . With A Genealogy of Samuel Gorton’s Descendants to the Present
Time. Philadelphia, 1907,

+40. DR. JOHN GREENE, Warwick and JOHN GREENE, Newport and Quidnesset—
Rhode Island Historical Society Collections, 11 (1918): 69-78, 117-121; 12 (1919);
15-26; 14 (1921): 5-6; 23 (1930): 70-71; Register, 103 (1949): 185-188; Principal F. L.
Greene, Descendants of Joseph Greene of Westerly, R.1. Albany, 1894; George
Sears Greene and Louise (Brownell) Clarke, The Greenes of Rhode Island with
Historical Records of English Ancestry, 1534-1902. New York, 1903; Lora S
LaMance, The Greene Family and Its Branches From A.D. 861 10 A.D. 1904. Floral
Park, N.Y., 1904; Walter and Ella Greene, The Greene Family of St. Albans, Ver-
mont, Together With the Origin and the History of the Greene Family in England
and Rhode Island. Schenectady, N.Y., 1964; Supplement to the Greene Family of
St. Albans, Vermont. Schenectady, N.Y., 1969, and A Greene Family History: An
Account of the Ancestors and Descendants of Nathan and Job Greene Who
Pioneered the Settlement of St. Albans, Vermont. Schenectady, 1981.

41. JOHN GREENMAN, Newport—Richard LeBaron Bowen, Rhode Island Colonial .
Money and Its Counterfeiting, 1647-1726. Providence, 1942, 93-101; Carroll W.
Greenman, The Greenman Family in America. Delmar, N.Y., 1976-1979,

42. JOHN HALL, Newport and WILLIAM HALL, Portsmouth (not relatedy—
Register, 87 (1933):' 352-35? (John); David B. Hall, The Halls of New England,
Genealogical and Biographical. Albany, 1883 (William). ’

43. STEPHEN HARDING, Prqvidencg—Mary (Lovering) Holman, “Harding
Ancestry,” n.p., 1924 (typescript); Wilber J. Harding, The Hardings in America.
Keystone, lowa, 1925; Clara (Gardner) Miller, The Ancestry of President Harding
and its Relation to the Hard{ngs o[ Wyoming Valley and Clifford, Pennsylvania.
Wilkes Barre, Pa., 1928 (reprinted in Proceedings and Collections of the Wyoming
Historical and Genealogical Society, 21 [1930): 1-46.)

44, THOMAS HAZARD, Newport—Caroline E. Robinson, The Hazard Family of
Rhode Island, 1635-1894. Boston, 1895; John Ross Delafield, Dei : i
History, vol. 2. New York, 1945, 491-496. afietd: The Family

¢45. CHRISTOPHER HELME, Warwick—Register, 98 (1944): 11-25; 127 (1973): 214-
zllg‘;:;;\leztb}’ork Genealogical & Biographical Record, 102 (1971): l(93-20)2: 1134
( : .

*46. RANDALL HOLDEN, Warwick, and Mrs. FRANCES (DUNGAN) HOLDEN
his wife, sister of Mrs. Barbara (Dungan) Barker—A. R. Justice, Forebears, and
The Colonial Genealogist, as per Barker (royal descent of Frances Dungan); Eben
Putnam, The Holden Genealogy: Ancestry and Descendants of Richard and Justi-
nian Holden and of Randall Holden, vol. 1. Boston, 1923.

- 47. CHRISTOPHER HOLDER, Newport—Charles Frederick Holder, The Holders

of Holderness: A History and Genealogy of the Holder Famil) i 7
Reference to Christopher Holder. Pasadena, Calif.?, 1902. iy with Special

«48. REV. OBADIAH HOLMES, Newport—Register, 64 (1910): 237-239; 67 (1913):
21-23; James Taylor Holmes, The American Family of Rev. )Obadiah I'lolmgsgggl
lumbus, Ohio, 1915. .

«49. THOMAS HOPKINS, Providence—Frank Roy Kepler, Thomas Hopkins of Provi-
dence and Oyster Bay, and Many of His Descendants. 2nd ed., Del‘:oit, 191;4,,3;::1
Supplement to Second Edition, 1954. Detroit, 1957.

+50. WILLIAM HUTCHINSON, Newport, and Mrs. ANNE (MARBURY) HUTCHIN-
SON, his wife, the noted religious liberal—Register, 19 (1865): 13-1)8; 20 (186lg:
355-367; 79 (1925): 170-175; 123 (1969): 180-181; New York Genealogical &
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*52.

*53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

61.

. 62,

*63.

*64.
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Biographical Record, 45 (1914): 17-26, 164-169; Meredith B. Colket, Jr., The
English Ancestry of Anne Marbury Hutchinson and Katherine Marbury Scott.
Philadelphia, 1936; Notable American Women, 1607-1950, A Biographical Dic-
tionary, vol. 2. Cambridge, Mass., 1971, 245-247,

. WILLIAM JAMES, Westerly—Register, 126 (1972): 247-254; 127 (1973): 30-37,

86-91.

JOSEPH JENKS, Lynn, Mass. (father of Joseph Jenks of Providence)—Register,

110 (1956): 9-20, 81-93, 161-172, 244-256 (reprinted as Mecredith B. Colket, The
Jenks Family of England. Boston, 1956); 122 (1968): 168-171; William B. Browne,
Genealogy of the Jenks Family of America. Concord, N.H., 1952.

JAMES and JOHN KENYON, Westerly—Howard N. Kenyon, American Kenyons.
Rutland, Vt., 1935.

ANDREW and LAWRENCE LANGWORTHY, Newport—William Franklin
Langworthy, The Langworthy Family: Some Descendants of Andrew and Rachel
(Hubbard) Langworthy, Who Were Married at Newport, Rhode Island November
3, 1658. Hamilton, N.Y., 1940; The American Genealogist, 15 (1938-1939): 1-8
(Lawrence).

EDWARD LARKIN, Newport—William Harrison Larkin, Jr., “Chronicle of the
Larkin Family in the Town of Westerlie and Colony of Rhoad Island in New
England”, number 3, Arlington, Mass., 1935 (typescript), and forthcoming
genealogy by Elizabeth B. and Murl Larkin.

GEORGE and THOMAS LAWTON, Portsmouth—Elva Lawton, “The Descen-
dants of Thomas Lawton of Portsmouth, Rhode Island.” New York, 1949
(typescript); “Additions for the 1949 Genealogy of Thomas Lawton of Portsmouth,
Rhode Island.” Seattle, Washington, 1977 (typescript at RIHS); and “The Descen-
dants of George Lawton of Portsmouth, Rhode Island.” Seattle, 1977 (typescript at
RIHS).

JOHN LIPPITT, Warwick—Register, 27 (1873): 70-73; Henry F. Lippitt 11, The
Lippitt Family (A Collection of Notes and Items of Interest By One of Its Members).
Los Angeles, 1959. -

THOMAS MANCHESTER, Portsmouth—Register, 101 (1947): 175, 308-313,
329-331; 102 (1948): 10-28, 314-315; 104 (1950): 167-168; 105 (1951): 75; 110 (1956):
236.

RICHARD MAXSON, Portsmouth—Walter LeRoy Brown, The Maxson Family,
Descendants of John Maxson and Wife Mary Mosher of Westerly, Rhode Island.
Albion, N.Y., 1954; John H. Wells, “Index of the Maxson Family.” n.d., n.p.
(typescript at RIHS).

. HUGH MOSHER, Portsmouth—Mildred (Mosher) Chamberlain and Laura

(McGaffey) Clarenbach, Descendants of Hugh Mosher and Rebecca Maxson
through Seven Generations. n.p., 1980.

ROGER MOWRY, Providence—William A. Mowry, The Descendants of Nathaniel

Mowry of Rhode Island. Providence, 1878; Supplement to the Descendants of
Nathaniel Mowry. Boston, 1900; and The Descendants of John Mowry of Rhode
Island. Providence, 1909.

THOMAS MUMFORD, Kingstown—James Gregory Mumford, Mumford Mem-
oirs, Being the Story of the New England Mumfords From the Year 1655 to the
Present Time. Boston, 1900.

THOMAS OLNEY, Providence—The American Genealogist, 10 (1933-1934): 88-

90; James H. Olney, A Genealogy of the Descendants of Thomas Olney, An

((i)riginal 8I!’;rgoprietor of Providence, R.1., Who Came From England in 1635. Provi-
ence, 1889.

RICHARD PEARCE, Portsmouth—Register, 84 (1930): 427-433; Frederick Clifton

Pierce, Pearce Genealogy, Being the Record of the Posterity of Richard Pearce, An
Early Inhabitant of Portsmouth in Rhode Island. Rockford, 1ll., 1888; Clifford
George Hurlburt, Pierce Genealogy, Being a Partial Record of the Posterity of
Richard Pearse. San Diego, Calif., 1927.
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JOHN PECKHAM, Newport—Register, 57 (1903): 31-39, 154-163; Stephen Farnum
Peckham, Peckham Genealogy: The English Ancestry and American Descendants
of John Peckham of Newport, Rhode Island, 1630. New York, 1922; W. P. and J.
E. Bentley, Genealogy of One Branch of the Peckham Family of Newport and
Westerly, R.1. and its Allied Families. Dallas?, 19577

. GEORGE and NATHANIEL POTTER, Portsmouth, and ROBERT POTTER,

Warwick—Charles Edward Potter, Genealogies of the Potter Families and Their
Descendants in America to the Present Generation with Historical and Biographical
Sketches. Boston, 1888, Parts 2, 8 and 10; Rhode Island Genealogical Register, 1
(1978-1979): 163-169; 3 (1980-1981): 208-217, 318-328; 4 (1981-1982): 181-184.

JOHN REMINGTON, Rowley and Roxbury, Mass. (father of John Remington
of Warwick)y—The American Genealogist, 47 (1971): 129-135; 57 (1981): 15-23;
George Brainerd Blodgette and Amos Everett Jewett, Early Settlers of Rowley,
Massachusetts. Rowley, 1933 (reprint ed., Somersworth, N.H., 1981), 319-321;
Boyd Scott Remington, Remington Descendants. 3rd ed., Ames, lowa, 1957.

JAMES REYNOLDS, Kingstown—Rhode Island Genealogical Register, 1 (1978-
1979): 227-235; 2 (1979-1980): 36-42; 4 (1981-1982): 335-339; Thomas A. and
William A. Reynolds, Ancestors and Descendants of William and Elizabeth
Reynolds of North Kingstown, R.1. Philadelphia, 1903; Reynolds Family Associa-
tion of America, 1892-1922, Thirty-First Annual Report. Brooklyn, N.Y., 1922,
49-120, Thirty-Third and Thirty-Fourth Annual. Brooklyn, 1925, 56-159; Stephen
F. Tillman, Christopher Reynolds and His Descendants. Chevy Chase, Md., 1959
(the immigrant James is #4946).

THOMAS RODMAN, Newport—Register, 67 (1913): 367-368; Charles Henry
Jones, Genealogy of the Rodman Family, 1620 to 1886. Philadelphia, 1886.

JOHN SANFORD, Portsmouth—Register, 56 (1902): 294-297; 103 (1949): 208-

216, 271-277; 104 (1950): 73-77, 304-307; 114 (1960): 83-95; 117 (1963): 146-147;

Jack Minard Sanford, President John Sanford of Boston, Massachusetts and Ports-

'[:wlfm'd R(t/odelésggnd. 1605-1695 and His Descendants with Many Allied Families.
utland, Vt., .

RICHARD SCOTT, Providence, and Mrs. KATHERINE (MARBURY) SCOTT,
his wife, sister of Mrs. Anne (Marbury) Hutchinson—Register, 19 and 123, New
York Genealogical & Biographical Record, 45, and Colket, as per Hutchinson;
Register, 60 (1906): 168-175; 96 (1942): 1-27, 192-194; Sir Anthony Richard Wagner,
English Genealogy. 2nd ed., Oxford, 1972, 415-416, and The American Genealogist,
16 (1939-1940): 81-88; Katherine (Mosher) Holmes, “The Richard Scott Family of
Providence, Rhode Island.” n.p., 1973 (typescript at RIHS).

ICHABOD SHEFFIELD, Portsmouth—Register, 77 (1923): 190-194; 104 (1950):
3-14; 105 (1951): 75.

PHILIP SHERMAN, Portsmouth—Bertha L. Stratton, Transatlantic Shermans.
Staten Island, N.Y., 1969; Roy V. Sherman, Some of the Descendants of Philip
Sherman, The First Secretary of Rhode Island. Akron, Ohio?, 1968.

DAVID SHIPPEE, East Greenwich—Lenn Alan Bersten, The David Shippee
Family Genealogy. rev., Topsfield, Mass., 1974; Family Affiliation of Abraham
Shippee. Topsfield, 1977.

GILES SLOCUM, Portsmouth—Register, 70 (1916): 283-284; 78 (1924): 395-396;

110 (1956): 77-78; Charles Elihu Slocum, A Short History of the Slocums,
Slocumbs, and Slocombs of America, 2 vols. Syracuse, N.Y. and Defiance, Ohio,
1882-1908; Bertha W. Clark, “Giles' Slocum, Peleg? Slocum, Anthony Slocum.”
Boston, 1955 (typescript).

JOHN SMITH, the Miller, Providence—Rhode Island History, 20 (1961): 109-
118; 21 (1962): 16-29, 49-62, 95-105, 124-135; 22 (1963): 22-31, 51-58, 82-93,
124-129; 23 (1964): 23-32, 51-60, 90-97, 117-125; 24 (1965): 30-33, 55-61, 93-97
(reprinted as Charles William Farnham, “John Smith the Miller of Providence,
Rhode Island: Some of his Descendants.” 1966, typescript).

ROBERT SPINK, Kingstown—Rhode Island Genealogical Register, 2 (1979-1980):
121-122, 167-170, 234-239; 3 (1980-1981): 85-87, 258-260; 4 (1981-1982): 193-215,
289-307 (ongoing).
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ROBERT STANTON, Newport—William Henry Stanton, 4 Book Called Our
Ancestors the Stantons. Philadelphia, 1922.

JOHN STEERE, Providence—The American Genealogist, 37 (1961): 139-140;
James Pierce Root, Steere Genealogy: A Record of the Descendants of John Steere,
Who Settled in Providence, Rhode Island, About the Year 1660. Cambridge, Mass.,
1890; Robert E. Steere, John Steere Family Branches. n.p., 1972.

PHILIP TABER, Tiverton—George L. Randall, Taber Genealogy: Descendants
of Thomas son of Philip Taber. New Bedford, 1924; Anna A. and Albert H.
Wright, Taber-Tabor Genealogy, Descendants of Joseph and Philip, Sons of Philip
Taber, 2 vols. Ithaca, N.Y., 1957.

PETER TALLMAN, Portsmouth—Register, 85 (1931): 69-74; William M. Emery,
Honorable Peter Tallman, 1764-1841, His Ancestors and Descendants. Boston,
1935.

JOHN TEFFT, Portsmouth—Rhode Island Genealogical Register, 1 (1978-1979):

193-201; Maria E. (Maxon) Tifft, A Partial Record of the Descendants of John
Tefft of Portsmouth, Rhode Island, and the Nearly Complete Record of the Descen-
dants of John Tifft of Nassau, New York. Buffalo, N.Y., 1896; Charles H. W.
Stocking, The Tefft Ancestry, Comprising Many Hitherto Unpublished Records of
Descendants of John Tefft of Portsmouth, Rhode Island. Chicago, 1904.

JOHN THROCKMORTON, Newport—Register, 98 (1944): 67-72, 111-123, 271-
279; 101 (1947): 290-295; 109 (1955): 17-31, 236; 110 (1956): 122-127, 180-182; 117
(1963): 234; George Andrews Moriarty, Jr., “Ancestry of George Andrews Moriar-
ty, Jr.” 19 vols., mss. at the Society; Sara Frances (Grimes) Sitherwood,
Throckmorton Family History, Being the Record of the Throckmortons in the
United States of America with Cognate Branches. Bloomington, Ill., 1930; C.
Wickliffe Throckmorton, A Genealogical and Historical Account of the
Throckmorton Family in England and the United States with Brief Notes on Some
of the Allied Families. Richmond, 1930.

. EDWARD THURSTON, Newport—Brown Thurston, Thurston Genealogies,

1635-1892. 2nd ed., Portland, Me., 1892.

PARDON TILLINGHAST, Providence—The American Genealogist, 37 (1961):
34-38; 15 (1938-1939): 84-85; Rose C. Tillinghast, The Tillinghast Family,
1560-1971. n.p., 1972; William Richmond Tillinghast, “Genealogy of the Tillinghast
Family.” n.p., 1942, and “Index to the Tillinghast Genealogy.” n.p., 1942 (typescript
at RIHS); Pardon’s Progeny (a family journal). 1974 — (a possible royal descent is
outlined in vol. 1, #2, Nov. 1974, 9-13).

JOHN TRIPP, Portsmouth—Newport Historical Magazine, 4 (1883): 50-57; Arthur
D. Dean, Genealogy of the Tripp Family Descended from Isaac Tripp of Warwick,
R.1. and Wilkes Barre, Pa. Scranton, Pa., 1903; George L. Randall, Tripp
Genealogy: Descendants of James son of John Tripp. New Bedford, 1924; Valentine
Research Studio, Tripp Wills, Deeds, and Ways. Washington, D.C., 1932.

NICHOLAS UTTER, Westerly—Katharine M. (Utter) Waterman, George B. Utter
and Wilfred B. Utter, Nicholas Utter of Westerly, Rhode Island, and A Few of His
Descendants. Westerly, 1941.

JOHN VAUGHAN, Newport—H. Vaughan Griffin, Jr., John Vaughan Settled
Newport, Rhode Island, 1638, A Genealogical Record of His Descendants Including
Twe;lve Branches Started By Twelve Pioneers Who Left Rhode Island. Rutland, Vt.,
1976.

THOMAS WAIT, Portsmouth—Register, 73 (1919): 291-304; 107 (1953): 316-317;
116 (1962): 153; John Cassan Wait, Family Records of the Descendants of Thomas
Wait of Portsmouth, Rhode Island. New York, 1904; Stuart G. Waite, Bennington
Waite, An Ohio Pioneer: His Antecedents and Descendants. Springfield, Mass.,
n.d.; Edythe (Wilson) Thoeson, “Thomas Wait and Descendants of Portsmouth,
Rhode Island.” Boulder, Calif., 1964 (typescript at RIHS).

. EDWARD WANTON, Scituate, Mass. (father of Joseph Wanton of Tiverton and

William, John and Philip Wanton of Newport)—John Russell Bartlett, History of
the Wanton Family of Newport, Rhode Island. Providence, 1878 (Rhode Island
Historical Tracts, no. 3).
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. JOHN WARD, Newport—Correspondence of Governor Samuel Ward, May 1775-
March 1776, With A Biographical Introduction Based Chiefly on the Ward Papers
Covering the Period 1726-1776 (Bernhard Knollenberg, ed.) and Genealogy of the
Ward Family: Thomas Ward, son of John, of Newport and Some of His Descend-
ants (Clifford P. Monahan, comp.). Providence, 1952.

RICHARD WATERMAN, Providence—Donald Lines Jacobus and Edgar Francis
Waterman, The Waterman Family, Volume IlI: Descendants of Richard Waterman
of Providence, Rhode Island, Together with Many Other Family Groups of the
Waterman Name. Hartford, 1954.

CLEMENT WEAVER, Newport—Lucius E. Weaver, History and Genealogy of
A Branch of the Weaver Family. Rochester, N.Y., 1928.

JAMES WEEDEN, Portsmouth—Register, 76 (1922): 115-129; 78 (1924): 147-153;
106 (1952): 87-88; 108 (1954): 46-53, 202-204; Eleanor (Steltz) Kebler, Weedon
Genealogy. Washington, D.C.?, 1960.

STUKELY WESTCOTT, Warwick—The American Genealogist, 45 (1969): 157;
Roscoe L. Whitman, History and Genealogy of the Ancestors and Some Descend-
ants of Stukely Westcott. 2 vols. n.p., 1932-1939.

JOHN WHIPPLE, Providence—Clair A. H. Newton, Captain John Whipple,
1617-1685, and His Descendants. Naperville, 1., 1946; Clara (Hammond)
McGuigan, The Antecedents and Descendants of Noah Whipple of the Rogerene
Community at Quakertown, Connecticut. Tokyo, 1971.

SAMUEL and WILLIAM WILBORE, Portsmouth—Register, 99 (1945): 175-176;
112 (1958): 108-118, 184-190, 250-257; 113 (1959): 55-58, 94-104; John Reid Wilbor
and Benjamin Franklin Wilbour, The Wildbores in America, A Family Tree. 2nd
ed., 5 vols., 193341, and “Consolidated Index.” 2 vols., n.p., n.d. (typescript).

EDWARD WILCOX, Portsmouth—Register, 87 (1933): 73-74; The American
Genealogist, 19 (1942-1943): 23-31; 24 (1948): 260; Rhode Island Genealogical
Register, 2 (1979-1980): 91-100; The Mayflower Quarterly, 47 (1981): 69-70; 48
(1982): 18-19; Janet Barrett Fee, “A Portion of the Descendants of Edward Wilcox
of Rhode Island.” White Plains, N.Y., 1941 (typescript at the Library of Congress);
Herbert A. Wilcox, Daniel Wilcox of Puncatest and the Genealogy of Some of His
Descendants. South Pasadena, Calif., 1943.

LAWRENCE WILKINSON, Providence—The American Genealogist, 26 (1950):
28-29; Israel Wilkinson, Memoirs of the Wilkinson Family in America. Jackson-
ville, Ill., 1869; M.M. Wilkinson, Genealogy of Wilkinson and Kindred Families.
Shelby, Miss., 1949. (Both of these last works should be used with caution.)

. ROGER WILLIAMS, Providence—The American Genealogist, 28 (1952): 197-
209 and Winifred Lovering Holman, “Roger Williams (Brief Notes),” Lexington,
Mass., 1951 (typescript); Register, 43 (1889): 290-303, 427; 47 (1893): 498-499; 67
(1913): 90-91; 78 (1924): 272-276; 97 (1943): 173-181; 113 (1959): 189-192; Rhode
Island Historical Society Collections, 16 (1923): 78-83; 29 (1936): 65-80, and Rhode
Island History, 3 (1944): 23-30, 67-71, 91-102; Bertha (Williams) Anthony, Roger
Williams of Providence, R.1I., 2 vols. Cranston, R.1., 1949-1966.



